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Appendix A: Affidavit for Search Warrant

Cause No. 5769 A,B, & C



CASCADE DISTRICT COURT FOR SNOHOMISH COUNTY

STATE OF WASHINGTON) nvo. TFM O 5109 A, B, b,

)
COUNTY OF SNOHOMISH) AFFIDAVIT FOR SEARCH WARRANT

THE UNDERSIGNED ON OATH STATES: THAT AFFIANT BELIEVES THAT:
[ X ] EVIDENCE OF THE CRIME OF: ASSAULT IN THE SECOND DEGREE, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.

[ X ] CONTRABAND, THE FRUITS OF A CRIME, OR THINGS OTHERWISE CRIMINALLY POSSESSED,
AND

[ ] WEAPONS OR OTHER THING BY MEANS OF WHICH A CRIME HAS BEEN COMMITTED OR
REASONABLY APPEARS ABOUT TO BE COMMITTED, AND

[ X ) A PERSON FOR WHOSE ARREST THERE IS PROBABLE CAUSE, OR WHO 1S UNLAWFULLY
RESTRAINED

ARE LOCATED IN, ON OR ABOUT THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PREMISES, VEHICLE OR PERSON(S):
1: 395 14 144" ST SE, GOLDBAR, WASHINGTON, 98251. The residence is a two story residence, brown in color (cedar siding),
with a detached grey shed to the west of the property. There is a 35 foot standard hitch trailer, white in color, with a ble 35 foot
cover over it to the west of the main house, between the gray building and a storage mobile home, which is also located on the west
side of the main residence. The property itseif is 20 acres. This property is in the process of being purchased by JOHN and
SHARON BANKS. The detached trailer with a blue covering over it belongs to HUGH BANKS. The detached gray shed is

@ currently being rented by ERIC CHRISTENSEN.

2: A cream and brown colored 1986 Chevrolet Blazer, Washington License plate # A87818Z, VIN (Vehicle Identification Number)
1G8CTI18RO126652. This vehicle is currently registered to ERIC CHRISTENSEN.

3. I am also requesting court authority to seize the person of ERIC JAMES CHRISTENSEN, DOB 06/25/1969, Social Security
Number 551-81-8874, OLN (Operator's License Number) Wa# CHRISEJ317L5, for the purposes of photographing his entire
person, both clothed and unclothed.

ITEMS TO BE SEIZED:

2) Knives, or other bladed instruments, tools, weapons, etc.

3) Any pieces of foam.

4) Cleaning products, to include bleach.

5) Any clothing which is damaged in manner comistent with bleach or a sharp instrument.

6) Any carpet or linoleum which is damaged or debris from either carpeting and/ or linoleum.

7) Any trace evidence, to include hairs, fibers, fingerprints, blood evidence, DNa (Deoxyribonucleic Acid), etc.

8) Photographs of the entire person of ERIC JAMES CHRISTENSEN, Date of Birth 06/25/1969, both clothed and unclothed.

9) A Sony Vaio laptop computer, gray in color.

10) A black laptop computer, with a grey insert and black keys.

11) Any other computer equipment, to include loose had drive components, CDs, DVDs, thumbdrives, zipdrives, flashdrives,

or any other device used to store digital data.

12) The body of HARLAN, SHERRY ANN, Date of Birth 01/21/1974.

13) A white canine animal, named “ROSCO”, which is a poodle / terrier mix breed.

14) Any clothing or other personal belongings which belong to Harlan or her dog, Rosco.
,:@ 15) A cream and brown colored 1986 Chevrolet Blazer, Washington License plate # A87818Z, VIN (Vehicle Identification
Number) 1G8CT18R0126652. This vehicle is currently registered © ERIC CHRISTENSEN.

16) Letters of Occupancy.
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THE AFFIANT'S BELIEF IS BASED UPON THE FOLLOWING FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES:

I am a commissioned detective, employed by the Snohomish County Sheriff's Office. I have been
employed there for over 8 years. During my 5 1/2 years on patrol, ] investigated numerous cases of
sexual assaults and crimes against children. I was promoted to detective in January of 2007 and
assigned to the Special Investigations Unit with Snohomish County Sheriff's Office. There, I have
investigated numerous cases involving crimes against children and sexual assault cases.

I have received over 400 hours of training in the areas of: BASIC HOMICIDE, FBI CRIME SCENE
MANAGEMENT, CRITICAL STEPS TO INTERROGATIONS IN CHILD ABUSE, CRIME SCENE
INVESTIGATIONS, COMPOSITE DRAWING FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT, REID SCHOOL-
INTERVIEW AND INTERROGATION, INVESTIGATING AND PROSECUTING SEXUAL
ASSAULTS, CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS, BLOOD SPATTER ANALYSIS and the yearly

Children’s Justice Conference,

In addition, I have attended and successfully completed both the 720 hour WSCJTC Basic Law
Enforcement Academy in Burien and the Reserve Police Academy held at the Monroe Police
Department. I have applied for and successfully served 39 search warrants, a majority of which have

proved fruitful.

The Investigation: On 01/05/2010, at 2105 hours, the reporting party in this case, TERESA RENTKO,
called 911 to report that a close friend of hers, SHERRY ANN HARLAN, DOB (Date of Birth) 01/21/1974,
was missing and had not been seen for several days. Rentko stated that she was at Cedar Creek Apartments,
11615 Hwy 99 #H-12, Everett, Washington, 98204, which is located in un-incorporated Snohomish County.

/'-i Rentko reported that this address was Harlan’s residence and Harlan, her dog, and her car was not at the

" location. She stated that she works for JC Penneys with Harlan and Harlan had not been to work in several
days. Rentko reported to Deputy J. Atwood that she had not seen Harlan since 12/30/2009. She said that
Harlan had never called in sick to work or been late for work. She said that Harlan had been experiencing
“hard times”. She had already called Harlan’s parents, who informed Rentko that they had not seen Harlan

since Christmas, 2009. :

Rentko reported that Harlan is extremely afraid of her current boyfriend and reported she only knows his first
name “Eric”. She said that Harlan had told her that “Eric” stalks her. She said that Eric resided in a trailer at

an unknown address in the City of Gold Bar.

Deputy Atwood contacted Harlan’s mother, CHERYL THOMAS. Thomas reported to Deputy Atwood that
she had last seen Harlan on Sunday, 12/27/2009, and assisted her in moving some of her belongings to Cedar
Creek Apartments. Thomas stated that Harlan was in good health the last time she saw her. She told Deputy
Atwood that she didn’tknow Eric’s last name, but knew his cell phone number was (425)314-0443.

Deputy Atwood contacted several persons located in the parking lot of the apartment complex, one of which
was the apartment manager, TRICIA FOX. Another person that entered the apartment was ALMIR
KRVAVAC. Fox and Krvavac informed Deputy Atwood that two people had entered Harlan’s apartment.
They stated that Harlan was not inside her residence and they found the interior of the residence to be “very
suspicious”. Fox and Krvavac also reported a very pungent odor of bleach in the apartment. They reported
that, prior to Harlan’s move into the apartment, the apartment was completely remodeled. Harlan moved into
the apartment only three months prior to this incident. They reported that they observed that the kitchen
linoleum had been cut away from the floor and the carpeting inside the residence had also been similarly

removed. Both provided written statements.
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Sgt. Geoghagan, MPD (Master Patrol Deputy) M. Calnon and Deputy Atwood entered the residence due to
mgXigent circumstances. Deputy Atwood wrote “I encountered the overwhelming smell of bleach upon entry

@\to the apartment”. Deputy Atwood also observed that the linoleum and carpeting had been cut away “in a
hasty or quickened manner”. He stated that none of the flooring removed in this fashion was located within
the residence during the search. Deputy Atwood located what appeared to be blood stains inside the residence
at several different locations. He noted that the mattress to a bed had been rolled up and cut in several places.
MPD Calnon pointed out what appeared to be a small blood stain on the mattress. Harlan was not located
inside the residence.

Deputy Atwood canvassed the neighborhood and contacted an APRIL THORPE, who reported that she had
last seen Harlan and her dog on Wednesday, 12/30/2009. She said that on 12/31/2009, at approxnmately 0200
hours, she was taking her recycling from her apartment. She observed that the trunk to Harlan’s vehicle was
open. She said that as she was walking back to her apartment she noticed that Harlan’s dog was on a leash
and that leash was caught in one of the doors to the vehicle. Thorpe stated that as she was walking towards
the car to free the dog, she was startled by a white male adult that was “hunkered down” next to the vehicle
“as if hiding”. She said that the male was thin, pale, was wearing a baseball cap and had a short beard. After
he saw that Thorpe had noticed him, the male “made as if he was friendly with the dog” and placed the dog
into the vehicle. Deputy Atwood took a written statement from Thorpe.

Deputy Atwood also took a statement from a resident at this apartment complex, STEFANI DOSSKEY.
Dosskey reported that on Saturday morning, 01/02/2010, at around 0800 hours, she heard screaming and
yelling coming from the apartment H-11. She heard a man yelling, saying “shut the fuck up” and then the
commotion stopped. She heard things breaking inside the apartment during the disturbance.

@cpuw Atwood took a statement from another resident, SHIYANN PICKENS. Pickens reported that Harlan

had t+iz her in the pasttha- *” " :as come to her apartment in the past and “beat her to a bloody pulp”. She
> that ' rlar . assce 1k up with him “because she knows he would come after her to kill her”.
On 01/ ats ¢ issigned to Det. K. Willoth, Snohomish County Sheriff’s Office Major Crimes
Unit ioth i me that “¥-ic” was identified as ERIC JAMES CHRISTENSEN, DOB
., throu ‘Tview v - Harluan's co-workers and Snohomish County Jail staff. She
aned s hat C bl :le registered to his name, a cream and brown 1986 Chevrolet Blazer,
Wa # AR oaged out to assist in this case. Det. Willoth provided me with
Clrvetenss 2 o . 3140
At 7 howis, AT enmeniseellp ~umber. Christensen answered the phone. He stated that he
dical & '06/2C ., at Sky Valley Medical Center at 0750 hours. He said that he
had . ha! I told Christensen that we were trying to locate Harlan. Christensen
said that ‘** on 01/05/2010 at 2100 hours and informed him that Harlan
was missing that . lle”, also called him asked him if he knew where Harlan
was. He said that. ‘asttime hes. .. last Saturday (01/01/2010). He said that Harlan drove him

to a bus stop in Ever I asked him which bus stop and he said “the Everett stop”. Christensen then said

(without my asking hir:) that 3 “Mexican” males pulled knives on him and tried to rob him there. He said that

he was has cuts on his hand from that incident. He told me this happened after he left Harlan. Christensen

en told me that he had walked from Harlan’s residence and she had NOT driven him to a bus stop. He said

=3 didn’t know where the assault occurred. Christensen agreed to talk with me and agreed to meet me at the
medical center at 0750 hours.
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At 0820 hours, Det. T. Betts and [ met with Christensen at Sky River medical center. We noticed that
Christensen’s right hand was in a bandage. We noted several scrape / cut marks on both of his forearms. We
3 also noted a scrape / cut mark on the right side of his face, from the inside of his right eye to the bridge of his

nose.

For the next 4 hours, we followed Christensen around to his various medical appointments (he went to the
doctor for a pre-existing back injury from his childhood, but the doctor looked at and treated his hand injury)
and interviewed him. At no time was Christensen placed under arrest or detained. Det. Betts informed
Christensen that he was not under arrest and free to leave at anytime. Christensen stated that he understood
that and agreed to talk with us. At three separate times, we stopped talking to him so he could go into another
unknown location for his treatments (ie, when he went to go get an x-ray of his hand, we waited in the lobby;
while he got steri-strips put on the cut wounds on his hand, we waited in the lobby).

Christensen’s statement: He has dated Harlan since April 0f 2009. Prior to his arrest on 11/14/2009, he
learned from his friend, HUGH BANKS, had informed him that Harlan had “hit on him”. Christensen said
that Banks described Harlan reaching around his person from behind h1m and grabbing his penis. He said that

he gave her the benefit of the doubt.

Christensen stated that on approximately 12/18/2009, he learned that Harlan was seeing / communicating with
an older male called DANIEL YOUNG. He said that he found out that they had communicated on the internet
on a website called “tag”. He stated that he had an argument with Harlan about this and threatened to leave
her. He said that Harlan agreed to go through a Wiccan ceremony in which she agreed to ‘“‘no more sugar
daddy”. Christensen said that he was very committed to the Wicca religion and that Harlan also was of that
faith. Christensen described this vow to “no more sugar daddy” as a “blood oath”. He said that in “ancient
times” people that broke similar vows were sometimes killed.

A few days later, Christensen learned, via viewing Harlan's cell phone, that she was still calling Young. He
said that he confronted her about “breaking her vow” but continued to date her.

Christensen said that on Friday, 01/01/2010, he rode the bus to Harlan’s work. He said that after she got off
work (around 1830-1900 hours), both of them drove to her apartment in her car, He said that they ordered
pizza and watched a movie (a Harry Potter movie). He said that after that, they went to bed and engaged in
sexual intercourse. Christensen said that they both woke up at 0500 hours and again engaged in sexual
intercourse. After that, Christensen said that he took a shower; Harlan came into the shower and they again
engaged in sexual intercourse. Christensen got out of the shower, leaving Harlan in the shower.

He said he had a “feeling that something wasn’t right with her (Harlan)”. He said that he then searched for
Harlan’s cell phone and found it. He said that he found text messages on Harlan's cell phone between her and
Young, dated that day (01/02/2010). Christensen said that Harlan and he again engaged in sexual intercourse
after she came out of the shower. He said that he then confronted Harlan about the text messages. He said
that “in Scottish, she would be what’s known as a warlock, which is evil, a traitor, an enemy” because she had

broken her blood oath.

Christensen said that he and Harlan got into a physical altercation. He said that he grabbed Harlan’s
shoulders, shook her and pushed her. He said that she tripped over the bed and fell on the floor. Christensen
@told us twice that Harlan slapped him on the left side of his face twice. He said that neither of them shed any
blood during this altercation. He said that after the physical altercation, Harlan told him to leave, which he
did. He said that he walked from her apartment to the Everett Bus station, located in downtown Everett. He
said that while he was walking there, three Mexican males “jumped him” and tried to take his money. He said
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that two of them pulled knives on him and one of them stabbed him in the right hand, causing two separate
stab / cut wounds on his right hand and a stab wound on his right knee. He said that he was able to fight all

@\:ec individuals off.

Christensen said that he wrapped his hand in his t-shirt after the fight. He walked to the bus stop and took the
bus to the bus stop in Monroe, located near the Monroe Park and Ride. He said that his truck, WA# A87818Z,
was parked at that location. He said that he sat in his truck for a period of time (he didn’t specify how long)
and then drove to the Banks’ residence, located at 39514 144" St Se, Gold Bar, Washington. Christensen told
us that he returned to Harlan’s residence on Sunday, 01/03/2010, at around 1800 hours. He said that he saw
that Harlan’s dog, Rosco, was on a leash, and that one of the doors to Harlan's car was closed on the leash.
He said that the other door was slightly ajar and Harlan was not around. He said that he went to the front of
the vehicle because he felt sick and had the “dry heaves”. He said that he sneezed and an unknown neighbor
saw him. He said that he put Rosco back into Harlan's car and left. Christensen described Harlan’s car as a
light blue 1989 Nissan Sentra, 4 door sedan. He said that was the last time that he went over to Harlan's
residence.

We asked Christensen about the scratches on his arms. Christensen said that most of the marks were caused
by brier bushes. Some of the scratches, however, started with a semi-circular shape and then continued
through his flesh in what appeared to be a drag /scratch mark. When we asked him about the scratch on his
face, Christensen rubbed it, paused for several seconds, and then told us that scratch was either caused during
the struggle with Harlan or the fight with the 3 mexicans. He stated that he had no other injuries to his person.
Christensen allowed us to photograph his visible injuries(ie, we were able to photograph all of his visible skin
but did not request he remove any clothing, allowed us to take a DNA sample from him and also signed a
mmmedical release form for his medical examination today. We ended the interview with Christensen at 1152
Phours and he walked away.

At 1232 hours, I called Christensen and asked him if he was willing to take a polygraph examination. He said
“I know those aren’t admissible in court” but agreed to take a test.

At 1243 hours, | called Christensen and asked him if he was willing to take the test today. Christensen paused
for a long period of time and then said “not without a court order, I won’t.” I persuaded Christensen to take a
polygraph examination on Friday (01/08/2010) at 1300 hours, but he was adamant that he would not take a
polygraph examination today.

At 1431 hours, Christensen cglled me, He said that afier he returned home, he remembered that during the
struggle with Harlan, he lost a finger nail. He said this nail was on the middle finger of his left hand. He
agreed to meet with me so we could photograph this injury as well.

At 1512 hours, we met Christensen at Gold Bar City Hall. Christensen said that he had “laundered” the pants
he had been wearing on Saturday; he stated that these pants had a cut on the right knee. He said that he had
been wearing a different pair of boots and told us that he had “washed them”. He agreed to tumn these boots
over to us. Christensen left on a bicycle and rode to 39514 144" St Se, Gold Bar.

At 1558 hours, Det. Betts and I followed him to 39514 144% St S