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L. THE STATE CONCEDES DEFENDANT WAS INDIGENT
AT THE TIME OF SENTENCING AND SHOULD BE
GRANTED THE RELIEF REQUESTED AS TO HIS LEGAL
FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS

The State concedes Defendant was indigent at the time of
sentencing in this matter. Without addressing whether the Trial Court
correctly conducted a Blazina inquiry, the State agrees with Defendant’s
analysis of whether he should be obligated to pay the filing fee in this

matter.

The language of State v. Ramirez, 191 Wn.2d 732, 426 P.3d 714
(2018), makes it clear that HB 1783, codified as RCW 36.18.020(2)(h),

applies prospectively in situations as this.

We hold that House Bill 1783 applies prospectively to Ramirez
because the statutory amendments pertain to costs imposed on
criminal defendants following conviction, and Ramirez’s case was
pending on direct review and thus not final when the amendments
were enacted. 191 Wn.2d 732, 747.
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II. CONCLUSION

The present scenario with respect to the order to pay filing fees in
the Judgment and Sentence are directly parallel to the situation in Ramirez.
For that reason, the matter must remanded for re-sentencing with a
directive that the filing fee should not be imposed on Defendant.

Respectfully submitted this 17 day of December, 2018.
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MICHAEL E. HAAS, WSBA #17663
Jefferson County Prosecuting Attorney
Attorney for Respondent
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