
  

NO. 53404-5-II 

COURT OF APPEALS, DIVISION II 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

STATE OF WASHINGTON, 

Respondent, 

v. 

ROSS CULLEN PLUMB, 

Appellant. 

Appeal from the Superior Court of Pierce County 
The Honorable Judge Jerry Costello 

No. 18-1-04452-1 

BRIEF OF RESPONDENT 

MARY E. ROBNETT 
Prosecuting Attorney 

Theodore Cropley 
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 
WSB # 27453/OID 91121 
930 Tacoma Ave., Rm 946 
Tacoma, WA 98402 
(253) 798-7400 

FILED 
Court of Appeals 

Division II 
State of Washington 
101612020 4:17 PM 



 - i -  

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

I. INTRODUCTION .......................................................................... 1 

II. RESTATEMENT OF THE ISSUES .............................................. 1 

III. STATEMENT OF THE CASE ....................................................... 1 

IV. ARGUMENT .................................................................................. 2 

The State concedes that this Court should remand to 
the trial court to strike the interest accrual provision 
from the judgment and sentence. .................................................... 2 

V. CONCLUSION ............................................................................... 3 

  
 



 - ii -  

 

TABLE OF AUTHORITIES 

State Cases 

State v. Ramirez, 191 Wn.2d 732, 426 P.3d 714 (2018) ............................. 2 

Statutes 

RCW 10.82.090 .......................................................................................... 2 
 
RCW 10.82.090(2)(a) ................................................................................. 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 - 1 -  

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Ross Cullen Plumb was arrested on November 7, 2018, by the Pierce 

County Sheriff’s Department after he beat and choked his girlfriend. Mr. 

Plumb eventually pleaded guilty to an amended information charging him 

with assault in the third degree. The court sentenced him to the maximum 

statutory sentence of 60 months in the Department of Corrections and 

imposed $500 for a crime victim penalty assessment.  

Because recent legislative amendments to the legal financial 

obligation (LFO) statutes prohibit courts from imposing interest accrual on 

nonrestitution portions of LFOs, the State concedes that this Court should 

remand to the trial court to strike the interest accrual provision.  

II. RESTATEMENT OF THE ISSUES 

Should this court remand to the trial court to strike the interest 
accrual provision from the judgment and sentence?  

 
III. STATEMENT OF THE CASE 

 The Pierce County Prosecutor’s Office charged Mr. Plumb with 

assault in the second degree, unlawful imprisonment, and interfering with 

the reporting of domestic violence. CP 1-2, 3-4. Later, the State amended 

the information to charge Mr. Plumb with assault in the third degree. CP 25. 

Mr. Plumb pleaded guilty as charged in the amended information to assault 

in the third degree. CP 35. The court ordered $500 in a nonrestitution crime 
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victim assessment and 60 months of confinement with the Department of 

Corrections. CP 45-47. The Judgment and Sentence provides that “[t]he 

financial obligations imposed in this judgment shall bear interest from the 

date of the judgment until payment in full, at the rate applicable to civil 

judgments. RCW 10.82.090.” CP 45.    

IV. ARGUMENT 

The State concedes that this Court should remand to the trial 
court to strike the interest accrual provision from the judgment 
and sentence.  

The State concedes this Court should remand to the trial court to 

strike the interest accrual provision from Mr. Plumb’s judgment and 

sentence in light of State v. Ramirez, 191 Wn.2d 732, 426 P.3d 714 (2018). 

Recent legislative amendments to the legal financial obligation (LFO) 

statutes prohibit sentencing courts from imposing interest accrual on the 

nonrestitution portions of LFOs. RCW 10.82.090(2)(a); Ramirez, 191 

Wn.2d at 746-47. The judgment and sentence in this case contains the 

provision “INTEREST: The financial obligations imposed in this judgment 

shall bear interest from the date of the judgment until payment in full, at the 

rate applicable to civil judgments. RCW 10.82.090.” CP 45. The court 

imposed $500 in non-restitution legal financial obligations. CP 45. Under 

amended RCW 10.82.090, those costs shall not accrue interest. In light of 

the legislative amendments prohibiting interest accrual on nonrestitution 
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LFOs, this Court should remand the matter to the trial court to strike the 

interest accrual provision from Mr. Plumb’s judgment and sentence. 

V. CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, this Court should remand this case to 

strike the interest accrual provision in Mr. Plumb’s judgment and sentence. 
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