




















The court must apply the statutes properly to insure equitable and fair
treatment of both parties under the law. RCW 26.19.001. It is also true that
the court has the duty and right to determine the reasonableness and
necessity of these extra expenses under the law. RCW 26,19 et seq. Then
the court determines that what these costs are and allocates the by
percentage as laid out by the child support worksheets. In re Yeamans, 117
Wn.App. 593, 600, 72 P.3d 775 (2003); In re Marriage of Scanlon and
Witrak, 109 Wn.App. 167, 181, 34 P.3d 877 (2001); In re Paternity of
Hewitt, 98 Wn.App. 85, 88-89, 988 P.2d 496 (1999);, Murphy v. Miller, 85
Wn.App. 345, 349, 932 P.2d 722 (1997). The court also cannot simply
allocate costs of transportation because they were made necessary by one
of the parties moves. See e.g. In re Yeamans, supra. While the court does
have discretion in deviations and setting incomes, it has little discretion in
allocation transportation costs. Id.

The statute cited indicates the correct standard for allocation of “long-
distance transportation” visitation expenses or extra ordinary expenses is
to determine them and then place them in the correct spot in the
worksheets. However, the obvious first step is to follow the statute
specifically and determine what things are not “ordinary” expenses. To
assist with this, RCW 26.18, the enforcement statute for support payments,
defined what is considered an “ordinary” duty to support children. It

states:












Reply Brief to: Jason Nelson, 925 West Montgomery, Spokane, WA
99205.

Said address being the last known address of the above-named
individual, and on said date deposited addressed envelope by regular
mail with postage prepaid in the United States Post Office in City and
County of Spokane, State of Washington.
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i The Commissioner did talk about the costs outlined by the father for his lengthy visit, however,
she made no findings that the excessive lodging expenses of almost $4,000.00 along with food and
clothing items such as diapers was appropriate. Just taking the rental car cost and airfare would

have averaged a figure of approximately $135.00 a month, a far cry from $500.00 or $375.00 a
month used in her analysis.



