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The following summaries are drawn from briefs and lower court judgments.  The summaries have not been reviewed for accuracy by the judges and are intended to provide a general idea of facts and issues presented in the cases.  The summaries should not be considered official court documents.  Facts and issues presented in these summaries should be checked for accuracy against records and briefs, available from the Court, which provide more specific information.
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1)
No.:  29761-6-III

Case Name:  Monica Walters v. Young Women’s Christian Association

County:  Spokane

Case Summary:  Monica Walters, former executive director of the Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) from late 1996 to February 2009, sued the YWCA for wrongful termination based on breach of contract and disability discrimination, invasion of privacy, and false light.  After a bench trial, the trial court concluded that Walters was an at-will employee and found no merit in her claims.  She appeals, seeking reversal and remand for a new trial.

View briefs in Acrobat format by clicking the link below and entering the case number.  
Division Three Briefs
2) 
No.:  30113-3-III

Case Name:  Nujid R. Muriby v. Mike Anderson

County:  Garfield

Case Summary:  Nujid Muriby and Mike Anderson entered into a written farm lease with Muriby as landlord and Anderson as tenant.  When the written lease expired, the parties continued to comply with its terms until they reached a new oral agreement.  The parties’ business relationship subsequently expired and they found a replacement tenant.  Anderson quit the farm and assigned future interest in government payments to Muriby with the understanding that all obligations were thus satisfied.  Muriby sued Anderson for breach of the written lease and the subsequent agreement.  Anderson prevailed at a bench trial and Muriby appeals.

View briefs in Acrobat format by clicking the link below and entering the case number.  
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3)
No.:  30273-3-III

Case Name:  State v. Miguel Angel Castaneda

County:  Walla Walla

Case Summary:  A car containing several occupants was stopped by a police officer for a traffic violation.  The officer had heard reports that the vehicle and its driver had been involved in a shooting earlier in the evening.  A drug-detecting dog alerted that the car contained narcotics, and a local gang expert arrived and told the officers that some of the occupants were affiliated with gangs.  All occupants were ordered to exit the car and they were frisked.  One of the backseat passengers‒Miguel Castaneda‒had a baggie of methamphetamine in his pocket.  He was charged with possession of methamphetamine.  The trial court denied his motion to suppress the evidence and found him guilty on stipulated facts.  At sentencing, the court asked Castaneda if had a job and he answered that he worked seasonally at a local orchard.  The court found that Castaneda had the present and likely future ability to pay legal financial obligations.  He appeals.  

View briefs in Acrobat format by clicking the link below and entering the case number.  
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4) 
No.:  29757-8-III

Case Name:  East Valley School District No. 90 v. Michele Taylor

County:  Yakima

Case Summary:  Two male high school students accused physical education teacher Michele Taylor of inappropriate contact and she was fired by the school district.  In a subsequent administrative hearing, the hearing officer found insufficient evidence to support Taylor’s termination on most counts and found the remaining incidents remediable.  After settlement negotiations broke down, the school district appealed to the Yakima County Superior Court, which dismissed due to lack of jurisdiction.  The school district appeals.
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5)
No.:  30357-8-III

Case Name:  Timothy Weidert v. Jerald A. Hanson

County:  Walla Walla

Case Summary:  Producers Agriculture Insurance Company (ProAg) moved the superior court to compel arbitration in a dispute arising under a federal crop insurance policy with Tim Weidert and L.W. Weidert Farms, Inc. (collectively Weidert).  Weidert argued that equitable principles under Washington law overrode the arbitration agreement.  The trial court agreed, and denied ProAg’s request to compel arbitration.  ProAg appeals.
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