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No.:  333281

Case Name:  State of Washington v. John J. Munzanreder

County:  Yakima

Case Summary:  In early 2013, John J. Munzanreder offered to pay Juan Ibanez-Cortez $20,000 to help Mr. Munzanreder kill his wife.  Mr. Ibanez-Cortez agreed.  After paying Mr. Ibanez-Cortez in cash, Mr. Munzanreder told him to buy a gun for Mr. Munzanreder.  The plan was as follows:  Mr. Ibanez-Cortez was to hide in bushes at a particular site one night.  Mr. Munzanreder would take his wife to the movies that night, and while passing Mr. Ibanez-Cortez’s hiding spot, would shoot his wife with the new gun and then throw the gun into the bushes, where Mr. Ibanez-Cortez would retrieve the gun and run away.  The plan proceeded as expected, ending in Ms. Munzanreder’s death.  Police later interviewed Mr. Ibanez-Cortez, who quickly confessed, pleaded guilty, and agreed to testify against Mr. Munzanreder.  Although media coverage of the murder and arrests was extensive in the area, the trial court denied Mr. Munzanreder’s motion to change venue.  The jury found him guilty of first degree murder (domestic violence) with a firearm enhancement.  He appeals.

View briefs in Acrobat format by clicking the link below and entering the case number.  
Division Three Briefs
1
2

