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The following summaries are drawn from briefs and lower court judgments.  The summaries have not been reviewed for accuracy by the judges and are intended to provide a general idea of facts and issues presented in the cases.  The summaries should not be considered official court documents.  Facts and issues presented in these summaries should be checked for accuracy against records and briefs, available from the Court, which provide more specific information.
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10:00 a.m.
1)
No.:  349209

Case Name:  Suzanne G. Kunda v. Mickey D. Shaul

County:  Walla Walla

Case Summary:  Suzanne Kunda hired Shaul Construction to remodel her home.  After Shaul breached the contract, Ms. Kunda sued Shaul and its performance bond, which was held by American Contractors Indemnity Company (ACIC).  ACIC was not mentioned by name at trial and was not listed as a liable party on the jury verdict forms.  The jury found Shaul liable to Ms. Kunda for breach of contract, unjust enrichment, and conversion, and the trial court awarded her $130,000 plus attorney fees.  ACIC was not named on the judgment.  After Shaul refused to pay the judgment, Ms. Kunda moved for summary judgment against ACIC to pay on the bond.  The trial court dismissed the motion, noting that ACIC’s answer to the complaint denied liability and raised the affirmative defense that Ms. Kunda’s allegations did not constitute a cause of action against it.  Because Ms. Kunda presented no evidence at trial to establish ACIC’s liability, the trial court found no basis for recovery in summary judgment.  Ms. Kunda appeals.
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2)
No.:  349039

Case Name:  State of Washington v. Justin L. McDermott

County:  Spokane

Case Summary:  In March 2016, police responded to a disturbance call at a Spokane home.  Their investigation revealed that Justin McDermott, a convicted felon, held a firearm during an altercation at the house.  The altercation involved two unknown men who entered the home and began to harass Mr. McDermott’s sister and her young children.  One of the men acted aggressively toward Mr. McDermott’s sister, stated he was in a gang, suggested he was armed, and threatened to kill them all.  Mr. McDermott asked the men several times to leave and then retrieved his brother’s gun.  When he displayed the gun, the two men finally left.  The police never found the two intruders, but they arrested Mr. McDermott and charged him with second degree unlawful possession of a firearm.  At trial, the court refused his proposed “necessity defense” jury instruction.  The jury convicted him as charged and he now appeals.
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