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Court Management Council

Conference Call – 9:30 AM
April 9, 2003 
Members participating: Mary McQueen, chair; Rena Hollis; Jeff Amram; Andra Motyka; Janet Sweeney; Marianne Walters; Joan Ferebee; Barbara Carr and Nancy Jewett
Staff participating: Janet McLane; Jennifer O’Hern and Guests: Jeff Hall; Jennifer Scholes
Roll call

Ms. McQueen called meeting to order at 9:30 AM.
Minutes

Rena Hollis motioned, it was seconded and all concurred that the minutes of the March 12, 2003 conference call be approved as written.  Motion carried.
Legislative Report


Jeff Hall reported on the status of bills of interest to the courts:

· SB5500 and HB2179 (“muni” department bills) – both have died

· Recodification of criminal statutes bill (updates the law tables to cite specific sentences for each level of crime) – has passed and is going to the Governor for signature

· The District Court bill (SHB1805 – reduction of King County judges from 26 to 21 and the addition of one Clark County judge position - from 5 to 6) is on the Senate floor, but not up for a vote yet 

· SSB5628 (threshold value for property crimes – cases from Superior to District Court) – currently in the House Appropriations Committee
· SSB6023 “fee bill” (adds $10 to infraction penalties) – on the Rules floor in the Senate

· HB1744 (filing fee) – not out of the House Judiciary Committee yet

· Senate budget proposal bill is out – House still left to get their proposal out
· Time pay bill is dead (would have made us go back to Collections and allow time payments and waiver of collection fees)

· Auto traffic camera bill is dead – a pilot project may end up coming out of the bill instead

Rena asked Jeff about SSB5251 (foreign judgments – expiration date to be updated) – Jeff said that it passed out unanimously.
BJA Update


Court Funding Task Force

Janet McLane reported that most of the action is happening at the work group level. She reported that Wayne Blair is making the rounds at each of the group meetings. He is also planning to attend all of the spring conferences to provide an update and get input regarding questions and problems people see in their courts. The full schedule of meetings is on the website. Janet asked those on the Council that have participated in any of the work group meetings, if they had any comments. Andra replied that a proposed set of principles has come out of her group (Funding Alternatives). Janet added that at the last CLJ – Delivery of Services work group, presentations were made from panels regarding four different court models. Panelists described processes and their opinions of their type of court. We are currently drafting core operations concepts and will talk about that at the next meeting. The full Court Funding Task Force is scheduled to meet May 22nd to hear the work group reports.

When they are available, the work group member lists and minutes will go on the website at:  http://www.courts.wa.gov/board/bja/cftf/. 
Salary Survey

Janet reported that the BJA looked at the Model Job Description, and made some changes. They specified more clearly how appointments would be made.  In the course of that conversation, a question came up about how would these model job descriptions be used in the courts who can’t pay the salaries. BJA asked AOC to do a statewide survey. Jeff stated that he is drafting up a survey to go out to courts. It will include subjects such as beginning salary ranges, total FTEs supervised, etc. He asked the Council if they should send this to Clerks, and/or Deputy or Assistant clerks as well. Rena replied that municipal research information is available on clerks’ salaries. Andra said that we should also ask the hours worked and suggested possibly coming out with a list of duties. After some discussion regarding the Clerks’ involvement in the survey, Mary said that we won’t survey Clerks, and if we need their information, we will get it from WACO or WSACC.  Jeff added that AOC is also considering asking when Administrators are eligible for retirement. It was noted that California and Pennsylvania embarked on succession plans, and it would be important for Washington to know if we will lose 50 percent of our administrators in the next few years or not.  He closed by saying that this survey will be e-mailed out in the next couple of weeks.
Joint Management Conference


Jennifer Scholes, AOC Judicial Educator, reported that a 1.5 hour additional track, “Finding Your Successor,” has been added to the Trial Court Coordination Council piece, and will run from 8:30 AM to noon on the 20th.  She added that registrations are coming in slowly. 74 total have registered so far. 51 of those come from DMCMA, 9 from the Clerks, 4 juvenile court administrators, and 9 superior court administrators. She said that AOC would have expected registrations of 120 from DMCMA and the other 80 split between the others. 

Travel will be paid up to $50 reimbursement by the BCE. The question of what happens if not all 200 attend the conference, and if that would mean that there would be more money available to pay the travel costs of those who do attend. Jennifer responded that she did not know.
Barbara Carr said that the Superior Court Administrator’s Spring Conference normally has a lower attendance than the Fall Conferences. At the last meeting, she didn’t get a lot of enthusiasm regarding this year’s spring conference because of budgetary concerns.  Mary asked for clarification for herself and BCE, about whether associations are getting plenty of education without BCE-sponsored programs. Rena responded that they really need state funding to send their staff to JIS training. The associations send folks to the necessary hands-on training. Barb added that managers are feeling like they really need some manager-to-manager networking, but are only offered this conference. Jennifer Scholes suggested that the education committee should look at the planning process for next year, and possibly try to do more specific planning for specific training. Along with the budget problems, they should look at how the money can be best spent next time.  Janet Sweeney asked if a DOL representative would be at this year’s conference with a table set up so that they were available for questions throughout the conference. Jennifer said she would talk with Judith and follow up with Janet Sweeney.

Court Manager of the Year

Janet McLane reminded the Council that the nomination deadline is April 18th. After discussion of availability, a conference call was set for 9:00 AM on April 24, 2003, to review all the nominations and vote on the Court Manager of the Year.  This award will be presented at the Joint Spring Conference.
NCSC Job Announcement Website Subscription
 
Janet mentioned that the site is still being used.
Other Business


Jeff Amram mentioned that Gil Austin, AOC Court Services Manager, sent out some really good information on the Soldiers and Sailor’s Relief Act via the SCJA, DMCJA and AWSCA listservs. He asked if it would be possible to put this information out on the public website, instead of only on the Extranet. Mary mentioned that we were gathering contact information for each level of military. It was also mentioned that this information should be forwarded via the listservs for courthouse facilitators and Clerks, along with the website address. Janet will make sure this information gets moved to the public website.

Next Council Meeting


The next meeting of the Court Management Council is scheduled as a conference call for 9:30 AM on May 14, 2003.  Details will be e-mailed later.   There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.






Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer M. O’Hern[image: image1.png]



