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MEMORANDUM

TO: Bench-Bar-Press Committee Members and Interested Parties

FROM: Chief Justice Barbara Madsen WV\/

DATE: September 27, 2011

RE: BENCH-BAR-PRESS ANNUAL MEETING - OCTOBER 28, 2011

As chair of the Bench-Bar-Press Committee of Washington, I am writing to invite
you to our upcoming annual luncheon meeting scheduled for Friday, October 28, 2011, at
the Washington Athletic Club.

On the heels of the Casey Anthony trial, this year’s education panel will focus on
the impact of media commentators like Nancy Grace and on how justice is viewed in the
cyes of the public. Some questions we will explore include: Does the attention influence
the judge? Is there a role for judges, prosecutors, and defense attorneys to try to quell
outrage following a verdict? And what is the impact of new media and social networking
on high-profile trials?

Peter Shaplen, a nationally renowned media expert, will moderate our session,
which will include a lively panel: former Fire Brigade Chair, U.S. District Court Judge
Robert Lasnik; trial attorney and frequent media legal analyst Anne Bremner; Bryan
Johnson, award-winning journalist with KOMO 4 News; and Eli Sanders, blogger and
associate editor at The Stranger. Beth Karas, national media commentator for trulV and
CNN’s “In Session” will also attempt to ‘skype’ into our panel.

This should be a very interesting discussion and I hope you can join us. As
always, the Committee’s activities are open to the public, so please encourage your
colleagues to attend as well. We will begin our meeting with registration at 11:30 a.m. in



B-B-P Committee & Interested Parties
September 27, 2011
Page 2

the Lobby Lounge, followed by the plated luncheon, presentation and general business
meeting for the Committee,

To offset costs for the luncheon, a fee of $45 per person will be collected, payable
in advance to the Bench-Bar-Press Committee of Washington. Please RSVP at your
earliest convenience by mailing the enclosed sheet to the Bench-Bar-Press Committee,
¢/o Administrative Office of the Courts, P.O. Box 41170, Olympia, WA 98504,

I look forward to secing you all on October 28. If you should have any questions
regarding the annual meeting, please do not hesitate to contact our secretary/treasurer,
Wendy Ferrell, at 360.705.5331.



Bench-Bar-Press Committee of Washington
Annual Luncheon Meeting

October 28, 2011

Washington Athletic Club, Lobby Lounge
Seattle, Washington
11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

$45.00 per person y
Payable in advance by check te
Bench-Bar-Press Committee of Washington
Tax dentification # 916013419

Name:

Organization:

Address:

E-mail:

Luncheon Selection: _ Grilled Chicken Breast
__ Fresh Wild Salmgn
____ Wild Mushroom Risotio

Please RSVP No Later than October 17th

Bench-Bar-Press Committee of Washifigton
cfo Administrative Office of the Couirts
P.0. Box 41170 Olympia, WA 98504-1170

Telephone: 360.705.5331 E-mail: wendy.ferrell@courts.wa.gov
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