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Local officials had mixed reactions to Gov. Jay Inslee suspending the death penalty in 
Washington, and they noted that the governor’s stance does not immediately effect any 
Cowlitz County cases.

There are no Cowlitz County convicts on death row. The last time a Cowlitz County death 
sentence was carried out was in 1927 when Alfred A. Winters was hanged at the state 
prison in Walla Walla for fatally shooting his girlfriend in Longview.

County Prosecutor Sue Baur questioned the way Inslee went about temporarily halting 
death sentences, saying it takes the victims and individual facts of each case out of the 
equation. If he were to commute sentences or grant clemency, at least victims and 
prosecutors would be heard first, she noted.

She said the death penalty is an emotional issue, but she’s obligated to follow the law as 
it exists today. If state leaders want to change state law, then they should do that, Baur 
said, rather than rely on a temporary, across-the-board measure.

“It shouldn’t depend on who is governor,” she said. “If the family of victims hear ‘death’ 
they shouldn’t have to wonder if we really mean it or not.”

Prosecutors could still seek the death penalty while Inslee is in office, but it might not be 
carried out immediately. Baur said that’s one factor she’d consider when deciding 
whether to seek the death penalty — but not the only factor.

Baur says she plans to bring John Wayne Thomson, who may receive a death penalty 
sentence in California this spring, back to trial in Cowlitz County to stand trial for death of 
Longview’s Lori Hamm once his California case is settled. Inslee’s move wouldn’t stop a 
trial or even a death penalty sentence if Baur seeks one, but it would mean a delay in 
carrying it out here if California didn’t first execute him. In such cases, Baur said she’d 
warn families there may be a delay.

Superior Court Judge Stephen Warning said the matter needs calm, unemotional debate.

The death penalty is a “legitimate” way to see retribution under the law, he said, but it’s 
also carried out by human beings and therefore can never be perfect. “And death is 
pretty unrevocable,” Warning said.

He said there also are questions about how long the death penalty takes to be carried 
out in the state and the “lightning bolt aspect” of when it’s imposed and when it’s not.

“It certainly raises questions that have to be discussed,” he said.
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Longview Police Chief Jim Duscha had only a brief comment, noting it’s more a political 
than law enforcement debate.

Still, he questioned who Inslee consulted in making the decision after reading that the 
governor consulted with law enforcement.

“I’d kind of like to know who that was,” Duscha said. “It sort of makes it appear as a 
blanket statement that all of law enforcement agrees, and I don’t think that’s true.”
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