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“I thought ‘This is it. I’m dead’”

“Pop-Pop” went the sound of two bullets as Deputy Polly Davin fell to the ground bleeding, just
inside the entrance of the historic county Courthouse in Montesano.

Superior Court Judge Dave Edwards had arrived a moment earlier trying to help the deputy he saw
being attacked. He stared at his assailant as the gun was turned on him.

“She went down,” Edwards said. ” And I thought she was dead. He turned toward me and I thought
‘This is it. I’m dead.’”

Instead, the attacker, now identified as Steven Daniel Kravetz, turned around, gun in hand, and fled.
After a massive manhunt in Grays Harbor and Thurston counties, Kravetz’ mother turned him in and
he was arrested without incident Saturday afternoon.

Edwards sat with The Daily Word Saturday evening to talk about the terrifying encounter. He says
he’s glad the suspect is in custody and he’s proud of the work detectives did handling the difficult
case and finding a suspect, without the use of photos that a surveillance camera would have
provided. And he hopes, finally, that the county commissioners will hear the pleadings from the three
Superior Court judges and finally install some Courthouse security.

Edwards points out that that almost 17 years ago to the day, in 1995, a man going through divorce
proceedings walked into the King County Courthouse in Seattle and shot his wife and two other
women, one of whom was seven months pregnant.

“There was no courthouse security there, but they got it the next day,” Edwards said. “The next day.
They had metal detectors and full-time security and they’ve had it every day since. So this doesn’t
need to take three months or six months or a year, it can happen very, very quickly. I’m not saying it’ll
be there Monday morning, but there’s no reason it couldn’t be there by April 1.”

HEROISM

Judge Edwards is being hailed a hero for his actions on Friday.

Edwards said he was only in the Courthouse for a few moments when he heard a commotion
downstairs on the first floor. His assistant, Rita Zastrow, was among those who reported a
suspicious man hanging about the Courthouse and Deputy Davin was called to check in on him.

Edwards said he remembers walking down the stairs slowly and then when he saw a man attacking
a woman and realized she was in a deputy’s uniform, he quickly moved to intervene.

“With one of those blows, she went down to the ground and he followed to move on top of her,
continuing to attack,” Edwards said. “I thought he was just punching her, but then I noticed the knife
in his hand.

Edwards grabbed the man’s right arm, which had the knife.

“And then he started swinging at me in the area of my arm and shoulders and as I was doing that he
came straight over the top and hit me in the back of my neck,” Edwards said.

He said he didn’t fall and continued to struggle with the man.

Meantime, the deputy — who Edwards recalls still being on the floor — had retrieved her gun and
was aiming it at the man. Edwards said he recalls her saying something, maybe “Freeze” or “Stop,”
but isn’t sure.
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“And then he saw she had a gun and that drew his attention away from me,” Edwards said.

All of this was happening in the relatively close quarters between the bottom of the stairs and the
front doors.

“We’re talking just a few feet from each other, no real space to maneuver,” Edwards said.

“She had a weapon drawn and he went for it right away, and in a second he had it ripped (away)
and then shot her twice,” Edwards said.

Despite the echoes that can happen in the Courthouse, Edwards said there was no booming noise.
“Pop-Pop,” he said is what the sound was.

“And I thought she was dead,” Edwards said.

And for a moment, Edwards thought he was a goner, too, until Kravetz turned and headed out the
front door.

Turning, Edwards said he saw Zastrow and yelled for her and anyone else around, “Get out of here!”

He said he kept looking behind to see if the shooter would come back in. At the top of the third floor,
Edwards said he went to his court reporter’s office on the second floor and yelled for her to call an
ambulance and then lock her door.

“And then I saw Deputy Davin start to get up and I was shocked because she was shot at such close
range with what I knew to be a powerful weapon,” Edwards said.

“Judge Edwards is a hero,” Zastrow said Friday. “I know so. He intervened and Polly did an
incredible job of surviving.”

“Judge Edwards came out of nowhere and saved Deputy Davin,” Undersheriff Rick Scott said.
“That’s a fact.”

Edwards said he’s grateful for the quick response from law enforcement and medics. He says he’s
relatively fine. His thumb is swollen and he can’t close his hand. He has a puncture wound on his
neck.

“We’re talking minor stuff,” he said. “My hand is going to be fine. Probably by Monday I’ll be signing
orders again.”

Deputy Davin sustained a serious wound to her right shoulder, but the bullet missed all major
arteries. She was also stabbed multiple times. Still, she was released from the hospital like
Edwards, just a few hours after the attack, according to Scott.

SECURITY THE FOCUS NOW

Edwards said he talked to his fellow judges Gordon Godfrey and Mark McCauley and they have all
decided to make another push to get Courthouse security — bailiffs, weapon screeners, metal
detectors — installed as soon as possible.

Edwards says he believes it would have made a difference in this case, noting the man apparently
came in with a knife or scissors.

“I don’t know how that will play out Monday or Tuesday or Wednesday, but I know this is an issue we
will press forward on,” Edwards said. “We will not wait weeks or months to go by waiting for the
commissioners to realize they need to take action. Somebody needs to do something more than
just jabber about it.”



The county commissioners next meet Monday.

Judge Edwards chaired a Courthouse security committee last year counting among its members
Undersheriff Scott, Prosecutor Stew Menefee, Utilities Director Kevin Varness and others from
Central Services and Facility Services. County Commissioner Terry Willis attended those meetings,
as well.

The plan outlined nearly $300,000 in expenditures for a metal detector, x-ray machine, retrofits to
the Courthouse and additional personnel. On July 8, Edwards sent the plan on to the county
commissioners.

“We never got the courtesy of a letter or a telephone call or anything from the commissioners after
that,” Edwards said. “That’s what kind of low priority it is for the commissioners.”

Commissioner Willis said on Friday that the county didn’t have the funding to implement the
requests, but says the county did allow keyless entry pads to be installed in the Courthouse —
something that was expected to happen in the coming weeks. Willis said she hopes Courthouse
security discussions will become a central topic after what happened to Edwards and Deputy
Davin.

Edwards said that the keyless entry pads is the lowest priority item on their list of requests.

“It’s not really a solution because we already have locks on our doors,” Edwards said. “The only
thing is it will make it easier to come and go in the course of a day without having to use keys.
Security starts down on the first floor so people don’t come in armed. Security isn’t me locking
myself in my office in fear all day. …

“If we can’t provide a safe atmosphere for the citizens of this community, then they don’t truly have
access to the courts and Washington State Constitution guarantees that the citizens of this state will
have safe access to the courts and we interpret that to mean they must have a safe place to go,”
Edwards said.

In December, the superior court judges filed a lawsuit against the county commissioners to stop a
series of budget cuts aimed at the Superior Court and the Juvenile Detention Center staffing levels
and other items. But the lawsuit also talked about the lack of courthouse security and the need for a
third courtroom.

“When the lawsuit was filed, the primary issue was budgeting and our perception the
commissioners were refusing to recognize the separation of powers between the legislative and
judicial branches of government,” Edwards said. “Now, in the events of Friday, courthouse security
is no longer something we will deal with as we go along. It cannot be ignored one day longer.”

In the county commissioner’s official response to the lawsuit, the commissioners lay the blame on
not having Courthouse security squarely on the judges. The response says that when the
Courthouse received security upgrades after it was damaged following the 1999 earthquake, “the
Superior Court not only failed to seek such improvements which others like the District Court and
Prosecutors did” like bullet proof glass “but at the time would not allow old locks to be upgraded to
more secure locks.”

And the response states, “It was not until 2011 that the Judges finally began to work with the
commissioners and other stakeholders to develop a plan as to security needs and costs.”

The judge’s counter-response says the commissioners thought process is “erroneous.”

Judge Edwards says that the judges have made requests for courthouse security since at least
1996, a year after the state Supreme Court adopted public safety standards for courthouses in the
state.



“For the commissioners to claim this snuck up on them is extreme revisionist history,” Edwards
said.

In fact, Edwards said he was meeting with fellow Judges Godfrey and McCauley on Thursday to talk
about their lawsuit and the need for better courthouse security.

“And Judge Godfrey re-iterated that Grays Harbor County, because of the actions of the county
commissioners, has significant liability in the event someone gets seriously injured or killed,”
Edwards said.
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