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WATERVILLE — A Douglas County prosecutor announced Wednesday he will run for the 
Douglas County District Court judge seat this November. 

Deputy Prosecutor Gordon Edgar said he will challenge Judge Judith McCauley for the 
nonpartisan seat, which she has held since 1995. McCauley said Wednesday she will run 
for re-election. 

 
Gordon Edgar  

Douglas County District Court Judge candidate 

Edgar, 49, who has served out of the prosecutor’s office for the past 17 years, said he 
decided to run because he’s at a point in his career when he needs to consider career 
advancement. 

“And I’ve always thought it an honorable profession,” he said. 

McCauley said Edgar had contacted her prior to Wednesday’s announcement. 

“He told me it’s just his time to take a shot,” she said. “I understand that.” 

 
Judith McCauley  

Douglas County District Court Judge 

This will not be Edgar’s first run for a judge position. He said he applied for the Douglas 
County Superior Court judge opening in 1998, but former Gov. Gary Locke appointed 
current sitting Judge John Hotchkiss, who was sworn in the following year. 
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If elected, Edgar would have to resign from his current position with the prosecutor’s office, 
as well as give up his seat on the Waterville School Board, which he has held for 11 years. 

Edgar served in the U.S. Navy and the U.S. Army National Guard. He received his 
bachelor’s degree from Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah, in 1987, and his law 
degree from Northwestern School of Law at Lewis & Clark College in Portland, Ore., in 
1991. 

Current sitting Judge McCauley, 64, was the first female elected to Douglas County District 
Court in 1994.  

Before that, she served as Douglas County prosecutor and at the time, was the first elected 
female prosecutor in the state. 

McCauley received a business degree from Washington State University in 1971, and her 
law degree from the University of Idaho in 1974. 

She said district courts, which primarily hear misdemeanor and gross misdemeanor 
criminal, traffic and protective order cases, are considered “people’s courts,” because a lot 
of people represent themselves. 

McCauley said she and her staff have worked very hard over the years to make the court 
accessible to “the people.” 

She said she has enjoyed her time as a district court judge and wants to continue in that 
capacity. 
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