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Judicial candidate Federspiel ranks high in Yakima County bar poll
By CHRIS BRISTOL
YAKIMA HERALD-REPUBLIC

YAKIMA, Wash. -- Doug Federspiel topped a local bar association poll that included three
candidates for an open seat in Yakima County District Court.

Federspiel, general counsel for the Wilkinson Corp., received more "highly qualified" votes in
five out of seven categories in the poll, which was sponsored by the Yakima County Bar
Association.

Mike Everett, a Grandview attorney who is also vying for the seat being vacated by District
Judge Raph Thompson, fared well, too. Among his opponents, Everett won the most "highly
qualified" votes in the two remaining categories.

Everett and Federspiel are in a three-way race with Bronson Faul, a Yakima assistant city
attorney. Thompson is not seeking re-election.

The bar poll was tabulated by the Moss Adams accounting firm and released Wednesday by Pat
Shirey, a Yakima attorney and current vice president of the county bar.

According to the results, 179 members of the bar (including judges) filled out at least part of the
evaluation forms. Eight forms were invalidated for technical reasons.

Most members of the local bar rated Federspiel and Everett as highly qualified, well qualified or
qualified in all seven categories.

Poll results for Faul were more evenly spread out among all five responses: highly qualified, well
qualified, qualified, poorly qualified and not qualified.

In the category of legal analytical ability, Federspiel got 58 highly qualified votes compared to
22 for Everett and 15 for Faul. He also scored well in the categories of judicial temperament,
legal experience, communication ability and impartiality.

Everett got the most "highly qualified" votes in the categories of knowledge of community and
judicial experience, where he got 49 "highly qualified" votes compared to 24 for Federspiel and
nine for Faul.

It should be noted that the poll was not conducted strictly as a three-man race. Bar members were
polled on a total of seven candidates for three District Court seats.

However, the seat held by Thompson is the only one that drew more than two candidates,
meaning it is the only position that is appearing on the Aug. 17 primary ballot.



In addition, not all three candidates got the same number of total votes, good or bad, in every
category.

Reflecting his age and years of experience, the 64-year-old Everett averaged the most votes —
142 out of a potential 171 — of the three candidates.

Federspiel, 47, received an average of 125 votes. Faul, 33, received an average of 111 votes.

Chris Bristol can be reached at 509-577-7748 or at cbristol@yakimaherald.com



