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The most recent addition to the Washington State Supreme Court gave a speech to 
members of the Twin Cities Rotary Club on Wednesday. 

Justice Steve González spoke at the club’s weekly meeting in Chehalis where he talked 
about his commitment to the role Gov. Christine Gregoire appointed him to Jan 3. He 
succeeded Former chief justice Gerry Alexander, who was obligated to resign by 
constitutional law at the end of the year of his 75th birthday. 

Alexander was also present, and introduced the newest justice as a “great addition to 
the Supreme Court.” Alexander is currently the longest-serving chief justice of the 
Washington state supreme court, beginning this position with his election in 1994 until 
his retirement in 2011. 

González began his speech with a few jokes, but made it clear as to what he was 
serious about within the first few minutes. He read the preamble of the United States 
Constitution, putting emphasis on the placement of the first clause, “establish Justice,” 
as being no accident. Throughout his speech and the question-and-answer section 
afterward, he made it clear that this clause was his biggest concern as a judge. 

After the formal speech, González spoke about the past year as justice. 

“I love the job,” he said, calling it “law school without the bad parts.” When he began in 
January he was thrilled, though a little nervous, on the newfound responsibility. 

González was previously a trial judge on the King County Superior Court for 10 years, 
which he likens to his new job with a few differences. While there are no juries or 
witnesses, Supreme Court cases have to run through a county superior court and 
therefore give the justices more briefing and time to decide the cases. 

He also said that the greater exposure to the media was a key difference, but most of all 
the collaboration between himself and eight other justices made the job significantly 
different. 

González said he had known Alexander for 15 years, and he considered the former 
chief justice a great mentor. The biggest difference in their relationship now is that both 
are on “the other sides of the desk” as González inherited Alexander’s old office. 

González’s visit to Chehalis comes less than a week before the primary elections which, 
in the case of his race, will actually determine who is elected. Running against González 



is Bruce Danielson, who according to González and others has not put much into his 
campaign. 

González is still cautious about calling it a lock. Since taking the position, he has yet to 
have his family of wife and two sons move from Seattle to Olympia, giving him an hour 
commute to the Temple of Justice for his new job. 

Both González and Danielson will be on the ballot Tue. Aug 7 for the position currently 
held by González. 
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