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YAKIMA, Wash. -- The Washington State Supreme Court has suspended a veteran Yakima 
attorney with a history of alcohol and drug problems for two years for ethics violations. 

The suspension of Reed C. Pell, who began practicing law in 1976, was announced last week by 
the Washington State Bar Association and took effect Sept. 16. 

According to documents in the case, the disciplinary board of the state bar found Pell guilty of 
forging client signatures and other documents in bankruptcy court several times between 2003 to 
2006. 

Several of the forgery-related violations could have been charged as crimes, according to the bar. 

The hearings officer also found Pell guilty of misconduct in the way he charged legal fees to 
several clients and of being intoxicated in court twice on the same day in September 2005. 

The presumed penalty for some of the forgery-related violations is disbarment under the 
standards of the American Bar Association. 

However, a majority of the disciplinary board ruled that Pell's drug and alcohol problems were 
mitigating factors that outweighed aggravating factors in the case. The board also considered the 
fact that Pell had a clean record and a reputation for honesty. 

As a result, the board recommended -- and the Supreme Court affirmed -- a two-year suspension 
followed by a two-year probation on condition of drug and alcohol treatment. 

The Supreme Court reviews all ethics cases against lawyers and has final say over discipline. 

In a dissent, a minority of the disciplinary board disagreed with the majority's interpretation of 
mitigating factors and said Pell should have been disbarred. 

Pell did not return a phone call seeking comment, and his attorney, Adam Moore, declined 
comment. 

 

* Chris Bristol can be reached at 509-577-7748 or at cbristol@yakimaherald.com.  

 


