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HB 1021 Family Law GALs and Investigators 

Representatives Goodman, Rodne, Pedersen, Roberts, Kagi, Kenney, Appleton, and Maxwell
· Allows the court, in adoption proceedings, to order the parties, in addition to

the county, to pay the fee of the guardian ad litem (GAL) or attorney.

· Allows the court, in an adoption proceeding involving a dependent child, to

rely on certain reports from the GAL or attorney representing the child's

minor parent in the dependency proceeding.

· Defines the term "investigator" for the purposes of family law cases and

requires investigators who are not supervised by a GAL or court-appointed

special advocate to comply with training requirements.
RECOMMENDATION: Support

Comments:  Section 1(2) will permit the court to direct who shall pay GAL fees in adoptions, thus speeding up adoption cases and relieving an unfunded financial burden currently borne by the counties.  Requiring investigators, now separately defined, to have the same training as a GAL or CASA, unless supervised by a GAL or CASA program, provides consumer protection.  Slight concern was voiced that “any other third party professional” could become an investigator; that concern was ameliorated somewhat by the court’s ability to refuse to appoint an unqualified professional as an investigator, even when the parties agree to such a person.   
HB 1097 Sex Offender Registration 

Representatives Appleton and Roberts
· Limits period of registration to 5 years after release from confinement for class B felony committed when the person was under 18 if the person has spent two consecutive years in the community without any new criminal convictions. 
· Sheriff shall remove within 30days the name from sex offender/kidnapping registration rolls upon request of a qualified person; if sheriff does not remove the name, the person may petition the court for removal of his/her name.
· Requires state patrol to annually notify persons convicted at under age 18 of the requirements for relief from registration as a matter of law.
RECOMMENDATION:  Support

Comments:  FJLC supports the opportunity for persons, who were convicted of offenses as a minor, to earlier be relieved from the requirement to register as an offender, and to be able to remove their name from registries, when they have subsequent clear records for the requisite amount of time.  
HB 1126 Criminal Street Gangs 

Representatives Ross, Hurst, Pearson, Angel, Dahlquist, and Haler; at request of Attorney General
Establishes a grant program for gang prevention and intervention programs.

· Modifies terms of community custody, eligibility for a juvenile deferred disposition, and the offenses of Criminal Gang Intimidation and Criminal Street Gang Tagging and Graffiti.

· Creates special allegation procedures and a sentencing enhancement for criminal street gang-related offenses.

· Authorizes a nuisance abatement action for property where multiple criminal street gang-related offenses have occurred.

· Permits county prosecutors and municipal attorneys to seek a protection order against a criminal street gang associate or member.
RECOMMENDATION:  No Position

Comments:  This bill is a policy matter within the purview of the legislature; as such FJLC recommends no position.  FJLC does note with the concern that the legislature is again dictating to the courts the priority of cases, and also notes that the described priority scheme appears to give gang property nuisance actions priority over child dependency actions, among other serious cases.  Adding a new cause of action for gang property nuisance actions will have fiscal impact.
SB 5019 Privacy of Nonconviction Records 
Senators Regala, Kline, Harper, and Kohl-Welles 
· Provides clarity in the information publicly disseminated by the courts and other criminal justice agencies.

· Prohibits courts from allowing public access to juvenile offender or adult criminal case information until after charges are filed in a court of competent jurisdiction.

· Prohibits courts and other criminal justice agencies from making available publicly on the internet any information regarding the registration, filing of a petition for, or issuance of an order for protection in certain circumstances.

· Requires certain criminal history record information to be removed from public access and kept in a recordkeeping system that is protected from examination by the public and unauthorized court personnel.
RECOMMENDATION:  Support

Comments:  Unintended consequences of nonconviction information being publicly available are addressed in this bill; FJLC supports the concept as outlined in the bill.  FJLC especially notes the value of Section 5, as unfortunately domestic violence protection orders are often sought as a means to secure advantage in family law actions and for reasons other than that intended to be served by DVPOs.
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