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The three components of the proposal are a package.  While each of the three elements have independent merit, taken as a package the proposal contains a stream of logic, accountability, and improved services and protection to Washington citizens involved in the adult and juvenile criminal justice system. 

The following proposal accomplishes (1) state juvenile offender funding transfer from the executive branch to the judicial branch generating savings to (2) fund implementation of the static risk assessment tool in Washington trial courts and (3) fund the a quality assurance system including responsibility for recidivism evaluation by the Washington State Center for Court Research (WSCCR).  
1. State funding in the amount of $** million per biennium is allocated to support a system of juvenile offender case management based on assessment, evidence-based practices and quality assurance in Washington Courts.  That state funding passes through the executive branch, Juvenile Rehabilitation Administration. If the pass-through funding mechanism, including contracts, oversight, and quality assurance reporting were transferred to the judicial branch, Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) and the WSCCR, cost efficiencies (a) and improved outcome reporting can be expected by the Legislature.  The SCJA request a transfer provision in the budget to increase AOC budget for distribution to juvenile courts.    
2. With the savings, the Legislature can appropriate a total FY 12 cost in the amount of    $339,000 to make the static risk assessment tool available to trial courts ($224,000), establish a system of quality assurance ($90,000), and develop a static risk tool domain to consider status in the community questions to determine likelihood to reappear for court and short term risk to re-offend ($25,000).  The subsequent FY cost will be $228,240.  The SCJA request a budget provision to fund the implementation of the risk assessment for use by trial courts. 
3. If the Legislature eliminates the Sentencing Guidelines Commission and the associated responsibility to regularly evaluate recidivism for adults and juveniles through monitoring the judgment and sentence form, the Superior Court Judges’ Association request those duties be assigned as a regular function of the quality assurance system established within WSCCR.  The courts have ongoing and active interest to standardize a concise process of outcome and recidivism reporting to the Legislature for the criminal justice court system, a process that can be improved by development of an electronic judgment and sentence form. The superior courts have endorsed a proposal by the WSCCR to develop an electronic judgment and sentence form.  The courts advocate for accountable state and local spending, integrity in reporting outcomes for assessment and interventions and associated re-offense rates, and innovative practices based on evidence and research. 
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a. In 2009 the Senate Ways and Means estimated the cost savings for transferring funds to the Judicial Branch to be approximately $650,000 per biennium. 


