IN THE DISTRICT COURT I
OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON FOR CLALLAM COUNTY

) No. 2020-01

)
IN THE MATTER OF ; ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER
COURT OPERATIONS DURING PUBLIC
HEALTH EMERGENCY )

)

)

)

)

This matter comes before the Court on the public health emergency in Washington State and Clallam

County:

WHEREAS, on February 29, 2020 Washington State Governor Inslee declared a state of emergency due
to the public health emergency posed by the COVID-19 virus. As of March 16, 2020, Governor Inslee
ordered a statewide closure of all restaurants, bars, entertainment, and recreational facilities due to the
danger of continued spread of the virus and its increasing danger to the public. The Governor also

ordered a statewide closure of schools, and:

WHEREAS, On March 4, 2020 Washington State Supreme Court Chief Justice Debra Stevens entered
Order No. 25700-B-602, granting emergency authority to the Presiding Judges of Washington courts to
adopt, modify, and/or suspend court rules, and to take further actions concerning court operations as
needed to respond to the public health emergency. The Court incorporates said Order by reference.

Based on the preceding, and in consideration of the severity of risk posed to the public including persons

attending hearings in this Court, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:

1. CrRLJ 3.3 regarding time for trial, and CrRLJ 4.1 (a) regarding time for arraignment, are

suspended in order to effectuate the continuances implemented by this Order.

2. All presently-scheduled criminal jury trials are continued to a date no sooner than April 29,

2020, to be determined at the pending trial readiness or confirmation hearing dates. Scheduling
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Orders agreed to by the prosecuting authority, defendant, and defense counsel are found to have

good cause due to the public health emergency.

3. In order to reduce the risk of contagion by the COVID-19 virus, out-of-custody defendants: a)
who are of at least sixty (60) years of age, and have compromised immune systems due to heart
disease, pulmonary disease, diabetes, or other current illness; and, b) other persons who are
pregnant and/or experiencing symptoms of respiratory infection or illness may appear by
telephone for initial appearance, arraignment, or readiness hearing, if the defendant provides a
current, valid working phone number to the court at least 2 (two) court days prior to the
scheduled hearing date. The court clerk will make one call to the defendant at the number
provided during the calendar. For example, a defendant appearing by phone for initial
appearance/arraignment starting at 9:00AM must remain available until the conclusion of the
court calendar. A defendant who fails to answer when the court calls shall be treated as a failure

to appear and a bench warrant may issue for their arrest.

4. Persons on probation meeting the above criteria may request telephone contact, which shall

be considered on a case-by case basis by the probation department.

5. All in-custody matters, including guilty pleas and sentencings, shall be conducted by video
conference. The provisions of CrRLJ 3.4 regarding in-person appearances of defendants are

suspended in order to reduce the risk of contagion posed by the COVID-19 virus.

6. All deferred prosecution special report calendars are continued to May 4, 2020 at 1:30p.m.

All mental health special report calendars are continued to May 7, 2020 at 1:00p.m.

7. The time for hearing of civil infractions under IRLJ 2.6 is suspended to reduce the number of
persons appearing in court. All infraction hearings (both mitigated and contested) presently set
for hearing on or after April 2, 2020 are continued. The clerk of the Court will provide notice of
the new hearing date. The Court will continue to accept written mitigation statements as per

LRIRLJ 2.4(4).
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8. All small claims trials, name change hearings, and vehicle/vessel/animal impound hearings

are continued to date(s) as determined by the Clerk of the Court.

9. Anti-harassment protection order matters will be scheduled as per statutory requirements.

Personal appearance is required.

10. This Administrative Order supersedes and replaces the procedures stated in the Court’s
memorandum dated March 16, 2020. This Administrative Order shall remain in effect until

rescinded.

DATED this 18" day of March, 2020

“Dnsit, N eupes

Presiding Judge, v )
Clallam County District Court I
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