WASHINGTON STATE GENDER AND JUSTICE COMMISSION
Minutes of the Meeting
January 29, 1999
Two Union Square, Seattle

CALL TO ORDER
Justice Madsen called the meeting to order at 9:40 a.m. and asked members to introduce themselves. She welcomed the two new Commission members Judge Appelwick and Eileen Concannon.

MEETING SCHEDULE
The Commission retreat is scheduled for March 26, 1999. Arrangements are being made at the Aljoya Conference Center, former known as the Battelle Institute, in Seattle.

COMMISSION BUSINESS
Approval of Minutes
It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of the December 4, 1998 meeting. Motion carried. Helen Donigan noted a correction on the membership list. Spokane, Washington 99208-9648 was missing on her address.

Budget Report
The Commission reviewed a written status report. The current OAC budget summary shows approximately $35,000 of the budget allocation has not been encumbered.

STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS
Research Project
Dr. Diane Lye provided a written report (copy attached), gave an oral report via telephone and responded to questions from the Commission. Presentations on the scholarly review of literature were well received by the Senate and House of Representatives Judiciary Committees although it was clear some members had an agenda. There have been no requests for additional information from legislators. The final report will be sent to the committees in June.

Focus groups are being scheduled for March, April and May. The methodological protocol for the focus groups does not include having observers from the Commission, unless a room with a 2-way mirror is used. Mailings are being done by the Department of Social and Health Services since the Office of Support Enforcement maintains the most current address of everyone who has a child support award - as recipient or payee. About 15-20 people respond for every one hundred invitations letters sent out. The intent is to get equal numbers of men and women participants. At least one group will be conducted with representatives of fathers' rights groups. Socioeconomic data is not being collected on this small group (anticipated at 150 - 200 people) so people will feel comfortable talking. As requested by the Commission, she has contacted Divorce Line and counselors will attend the focus groups.

Implementation and enforcement were the big issues in the two focus groups already completed. If one parent or the other doesn't follow through, enforcement is a problem. Some did not know how much choice they had. Some were overwhelmed by the forms. Parents like the flexibility of the parenting plan.

The Commission recommended that one focus group be scheduled for the Yakima area.

Gender and Justice Poster
Mike Hogan was unable to attend the meeting but he indicated the poster project would be completed before the next meeting.

Education Committee Kathy Cooper Franklin reported the Education Committee met on January 8 and is proposing four projects:

1. Working with the Minority and Justice Commission to conduct a pilot program using the model education curriculum, When Bias Compounds: Insuring Equal Justice for Women of Color in the Courts. Funding will be needed for a facilitator. State Justice Institute (SJI) grant money may be available for program implementation.

2. Updating the Gender Bias in the Legal Profession workshops for attorneys in law firms and public agencies to include current data, case law and the intersectionality of gender and minority bias as it relates to women of color. Washington Women Lawyers is interested in working with the Commission to conduct focus groups to identify current issues and then conduct the workshops.

3. Repeating the gender bias/sexual harassment program Avoiding Legal Liability at the Fall Judicial Conference and at spring conferences for judges and court personnel.

4. Working with the law schools to present gender fairness programs for students and faculty. Included would be appropriate questions that can be asked during job interviews.

Discussion followed on a variety of issues, including:
· The need for integrating gender fairness issues throughout the judicial education curriculum. 

· Getting the Bar involved. 

· Coordinating with other groups to get examples of bias and access to justice issues. 

· Dealing with naivetŽ among young women attorneys and law school students. 

· Dealing with backlash. 

· Encouraging mentoring. 

· Collecting up-to-date statistics on compensation and women in management to look at issues such as a new sub-partner category for equity v. non-equity partners and part-time associates being counted as full-time employees in law firms. 

The following actions were recommended:
· The Commission will consider these projects at the March retreat. 

· The Education Committee and Minority and Justice Commission representatives will asked to read the model curriculum When Bias Compounds: Insuring Equal Justice for Women of Color in the Courts and make recommendations at the retreat. 

· Justice Madsen will contact Justice Ireland regarding including a Gender and Justice sponsored program on the agenda for the 1999 Fall Judicial Conference. 

· Gloria Hemmen will check on the ABA compensation study. 

Justice Madsen added Chief Justice Guy is planning a fall conference in the year 2000 with all groups dealing with access to justice and has requested the Commission be involved.

Domestic Violence Rural/Tribal Courts Training
Margaret Fisher reported the five domestic violence workshops for rural and tribal courts in the original grant have been completed. One of the benefits of the programs has been the change in the ways state and tribal courts collaborate with each other. An issue has been getting tribal court orders into the state judicial information system. A continuation grant is funding the writing of 2 new chapters for the Domestic Violence Manual for Judges, putting the chapters on audio-tape, and presentations at three judicial education conferences in 2000. Full-Faith and Credit will be a component of the training.

The Bellingham workshop, being sponsored by the Gender and Justice Commission, is scheduled for March 19. Justice Madsen offered to write a letter encouraging the local judges to attend the program.

OTHER ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION AND ACTION
Domestic Violence Manuals/Training
In the past two years, the Commission has distributes 1000 copies of the Domestic Violence Manual for Judges. The Rural/Tribal Court DV Training Grant has been charged for manual printing and materials for their workshops. Those funds are being used to purchase additional binders and tabs.

Local Domestic Violence Summit
The Commission reviewed two requests for support for local domestic violence summits. Both Grant and Lewis Counties are proposing programs in October 1999. See attached materials. Gloria Hemmen is scheduled to meet with the Grant County Planning Committee on March 2.

Since the Commission has published the manual Planning for a Local Domestic Violence Summit, it was proposed the Commission provide financial support, to the extent that it could, but not commit staff time. Since the Grant County request was more detailed and the planning seemed to be further along, it was proposed Lewis County be contacted to see if they could postpone their proposed summit for six months. Both counties will be notified we are not in a position to promise staff time and encourage them to seek other grant funds, such as Violence Against Women (VAWA) funds.

It was moved and seconded to commit $4,000 to begin the Domestic Violence Summit process in Grant County. Motion carried.

It was moved and seconded to notify Lewis County that we are committing to Grant County because they are further along in the planning process. Motion carried.

Gender Fairness Strategies Conference
Justice Madsen, Judge Kondo and Gloria Hemmen attended the Gender Fairness Strategies Conference in Athens, Georgia on January 20-24. About 45 people from 12 state tasks forces, committees or commission on gender fairness attended the invitational conference. This working conference looked at the successes and problems experienced by a variety of task force implementation groups across the country. Some states have no Supreme Court support. Others are housed in their state Bar associations. Some are part of a broader Access to Justice Committee. Some deal strictly with the court system; others encompass the legal system.

The goal of the conference was to re-energize efforts and continue to focus on issues - in a new form. It was noted we are not "the flavor of the month" anymore. Some issues that were discussed were:

· Most successful full projects and programs from the states attending the conference. One example is Illinois' "Girl Scouting Behind Bars," a program which brings daughters of women in prison to the institution for a combined girl scouting/parenting program. 

· Results of the survey of 45 state task forces on gender fairness published in the Resource Directory. Materials produced by each state will now be housed at the National Center for State Courts. 

· Fourteen identified areas for implementation. (These will be discussed at the retreat.) 

· Integrating gender fairness issues across the judicial, law school and Bar CLE curricula and following up to see how these groups are accomplishing those efforts. 

· Revitalizing the movement. Younger women attorneys are not participating even though the problems have not gone away. 

· Identifying and responding to backlash. 

· Strengthening associations with other groups. Reaching out to minority bar associations. 

· The need to evaluate and publicize our work. 

· Preparation of an action plan by each state present. Copy of Washington's plan will be sent to the Commission. 

Justice Madsen suggested we inventory Commission members to identify where our strengths and contacts are so we can reach out to other groups/organizations. A form will be sent to Commission members before the retreat.

Retreat
The retreat for Commission members is scheduled for March 26, 1999. Members were asked to come prepared to review the original Task Force recommendations and to develop a plan to prioritize our resources and time.

Northwest Region Conference Calls
The next conference call is scheduled for March 8 at noon. Representatives from Alaska who were at the Gender Fairness Strategies Conference will be joining the group. Interested Commission members were asked to contact Gloria.

Minority and Justice Consortium Annual Meeting
For the past three years, the Commission has sent one or two members to the Annual Meeting of the Minority and Justice Consortium. The meetings have always included discussion of the issues of women of color. This year the meeting is scheduled for April 29 - May 1, 1999 at the Hawaiian Regent Hotel, Honolulu.

Kathy Cooper Franklin expressed interest as chair of the Education Committee. Le Sanchez and Judge Saint Clair were nominated as possible attendees. Interested members were asked to contact Justice Madsen.

ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 Noon.



Diane N. Lye, Ph.D.
Research and Consulting
912 15th Avenue East
Seattle, WA 98112
(206) 329 6381

January 14, 1999

To: Members of the Washington State Gender and Justice Commission Members of the Washington State Domestic Relations Commission

From: Diane Lye, Ph.D.

Re: Parenting Act Study - Progress Report
Since the Commission last met on December 4 1998, I have been continuing the activities outlined in my December progress report. My work has mainly involved scheduling and planning for focus groups, preparing and making presentations to the state legislature, and completing the coding and entry of parenting plans for the analysis of the representative sample of recent parenting plans.

1. Literature Review
At the last meeting I provided a lengthy oral presentation on the results of the literature review.

Since the last meeting I have provided the full text of the literature review to Gloria Hemmen. This is a fairly lengthy document, some 40 pages long. The report includes the material I presented to the Commission, in even greater detail; a summary; brief excerpts from the writing of distinguished scholars in the field; and a 10-page bibliography, providing full references to the over 150 articles and 30 books the review is based on.

A couple of additional items of interest have appeared in print since December. However, I am not planning to update the literature review until early June. In this way I hope to incorporate any additional materials that become available between now and June in a single round of revisions.

Gloria is not planning wide distribution of the liter

2. Focus Groups
The next focus group is scheduled for March 15 in Bellevue, and I am hoping to schedule at least two additional groups for March. Four more groups will be scheduled for late April and early May.

The focus groups will follow the protocols outlined in the study design, and will be recorded and transcribed.

3. Key Informant Interviews
I have now completed 50 key informant interviews. The target for this phase of the study was 60 interviews, so this portion of the research is now winding down. I would like to conduct additional interviews in Pierce, Snohomish and Spokane counties. As always, nominations for potential interviewees are gratefully accepted.

On a related note, I will be attending Snohomish County's parenting Seminar in early March. If you know of similar seminars in your part of the state and you think it would be useful for me to attend, please let me know.

4. Content Analysis of Parenting Plans
All the data from the sample of parenting plans, except for about 60 cases from King County, have now been coded and entered. I expect that, together with organizing focus groups, analyzing these data will make up the largest part of my work during February.

A random subsample of 50 case files was re-read and re-coded by colleague of mine. The intercoder reliability was extremely high. There was only 1 case where the coders disagreed on more than 3 items; and there were 3 cases where the coders disagreed on 1-3 items. In no cases were items of disagreement related to the residential schedule.

Although the process of compiling these data has necessarily been laborious, I expect that both the numeric overview they provide, and the degree of detail analyzing 400 cases supports, will yield some extremely interesting results.

Qualitative data from the parenting plans is also extremely interesting and will be incorporated into the final report.

5. Reports to the State Legislature
I made presentations to the Senate Judiciary Committee on January 13 and to the House Judiciary Committee on January 18.

The materials that were circulated with these presentations, as well as copies of my overheads are available from Gloria.

The presentations mainly focused on the results of the literature review. The committee members expressed a great deal of interest in this material, and in the study more generally, and asked a number of pointed questions.

I did not present any material that had not previously been presented to the Commission for comment, and tried to limit my responses to questions to materials that had already been discussed at the Commission. It was not easy as the committee members had wide-ranging interests!

Judge Kennedy, Gloria Hemmen, and Michael Curtis all attended the hearings and can offer comments about "how I did."

