WASHINGTON STATE GENDER AND JUSTICE COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes
January 5, 2001
Two Union Square, Suite 1606

PRESENT
Commission Members: Justice Barbara A. Madsen; Judge Marlin Appelwick; Eileen Concannon; Helen Donigan; Judge Kimi Kondo; Mary Pontarolo; Judge Ruth Reukauf; Judge Wesley Saint Clair; Judge Ann Schindler; Judge Linda Tompkins; Lourdes Fuentes, Minority and Justice Commission Liaison.

Guests: Betsey Ferguson and Lenore Bayuk, San Juan Islands Domestic Violence Summit

Staff: Gloria Hemmen, Administrative Office Of The Courts

CALL TO ORDER
Justice Madsen called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.

COMMISSION BUSINESS
Approval of Minutes
It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of the November 3, 2000, meeting. Motion carried.
Budget Report
Gloria Hemmen reviewed the budget report, including final expenses for When Bias Compounds.
Commission Membership
Judge Saint Clair reported the Nominating Committee is actively seeking names and referrals. Letters have been sent to several family law attorneys who also are members of the Domestic Relations Committee. The Committee will be recommending membership be offered to Sandra Matheson.

Discussion followed on the need for geographic and racial/ethnic diversity and members who work in areas related to gender equity. Several Commission members agreed to contact prospective candidates.

It was agreed recruiting new members must be an on-going process and membership will be gradually increased.

Annual Report
The first draft of the 1999-2000 Annual report was distributed for review. It was agreed the final report should be printed in two-colors and the web site address should be added. Completion of the report is scheduled for the end of January. [Note: because of a death in her family, the graphic artist's deadline was extended to the end of February.]

By-Laws Review
Judge Schindler and Judge Appelwick reviewed the proposed By-Laws changes.

It was moved and seconded to delete the words and the Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence, Washington Women Lawyers from section 2.4. Motion carried.
It was moved and seconded to delete the phrase, on or about July 15, from section 2.6. Motion carried.
It was agreed to move In the absence of a quorum at a regular scheduled meeting, to the beginning of new section 7.

It was moved and seconded to adopt the By-laws as amended with the three additional changes. Motion carried.
The revised By-Laws are attached.

INFORMATION/ACTION ITEMS
San Juan Domestic Violence Summit
Lenore Bayuk and Betsey Ferguson, co-chairs of the San Juan Islands Domestic Violence Summit reported on the success of the October 24, 2000, program. It's All of Our Business brought together representatives from three islands and resulted in increased awareness, informed community response, and dialogue between professionals and the community. They thanked the Commission for financial and staff assistance with the summit. See written report and media coverage attached.

They noted how challenging it was to coordinate three islands, each with a different culture. They reported following the model for a local Domestic Violence Summit did work and emphasized how important it is to have enough time for pre-summit planning. Because of the summer tourist season in the islands, the subcommittee workgroups got a late start. Action plans have been routed to the San Juan Islands Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault Services and the Roundtable for follow-up.

As a follow-up to the summit, Margaret Fisher will be bringing the one-day Rural Domestic Violence and Child Victimization grant workshop to San Juan Island on March 3.

Mary Pontarolo commented these summits have made a difference in communities. The action-planning segment is very important.

When Bias Compounds – Final SJI Report
The final budget report for the State Justice Institute grant was reviewed. Justice Madsen thanked Commission members for the time spent on the project. She noted the program was well received and worth the time and effort.

Women’s History Month—Lesson Plan
Justice Madsen reported a subcommittee met with Margaret Fisher to discuss preparing a Judges in the Classroom type lesson plan to accompany the videotape Her Day in Court for Women’s History Month. Margaret suggested the lesson plan be demonstrated at the 2001 state meeting of social studies teachers and materials be made available to them for classroom use. It was suggested we apply for Continuing Legal Education (CLE) credits and post the lesson plan and a speakers’ list on the web site. The lesson plan will be completed before March.

Eileen Concannon agreed to contact the Northwest Women's Law Center regarding a reduced rate for purchasing 100 copies of the videotape.

Judge Appelwick reported design work is beginning for the Public Legal Education Council’s one-stop web site. It will include a forum on general civics issues and provide legal reference materials and referrals. The PLE Council needs to raise $50,000 for the project. More information will be forthcoming.

Women of Color Reception—March 22, 2001
Justice Madsen announced the Women of Color in the Law reception is scheduled from 4:30-6:30 p.m. on March 22, 2001. Justice Smith will join Justice Madsen in welcoming attendees. During this time, we will demonstrate the short When Bias Compounds lesson plan, provide tours of the Temple of Justice, and provide an opportunity for networking. Commission members are invited to attend.

Judge Kondo noted this is the first time anyone has collected a statewide list of women of color in the legal profession. Names for the invitation list have been provided by the Asian, Korean, Loren Miller, Tanner, and Northwest Indian Bar Associations; from Female Latinas Attorneys; Pierce County Women Attorneys of Color; the Women of Color Coalition; the Washington State Court Directory; the Gender and Justice Commission; and the Minority and Justice Commission. Contact information has also been requested for Administrative Law Judges and Office of the Attorney General. Law students are not included for this meeting.

Gloria will contact the Washington State Bar Association to request information on the event be placed in the BAR News. Judge Appelwick also noted the WSBA has started a broadcast email.

It was agreed the invitations will include notice that limited travel reimbursement is available for those traveling long distances. There is also the option of holding a future reception in Eastern Washington.

Margaret Fisher is preparing a 45-minute lesson plan to accompany the six-minute videotape used at the When Bias Compounds: Insuring Equal Justice for Women of Color in the Courts pilot program. This short videotape contains clips from the Minority and Justice Commission videotape Cultural Competency. Copies of the lesson plan and videotape will be available at the reception.

Glass Ceiling Survey Project
Eileen Concannon reported the American Bar Association provided contact information for glass ceiling type surveys conducted in Minnesota and Colorado. The committee looked at the design and cost and hopes to have a proposal this spring.

Model Anti-Harassment Policies—Development and Training
Judge Schindler will continue to work with Justice Madsen and Kathy Franklin to develop a model anti-harassment policy that can be distributed to the courts.

Domestic Violence Manual for Judges—Status Update
Judge Helen Halpert has agreed to update the criminal chapters of the Domestic Violence Manual for Judges. Dr. Anne Ganley will update her sections of the manual. Helen Donigan will follow up with Gail Hammer, Family Law Project Director, Gonzaga University School of Law, regarding updating the civil chapters. Professors Chon and Berger from Seattle University are also possible candidates for working on the updates.

NW Regional Meeting on Implementing Full Faith and Credit—February 21-23
Justice Madsen, Judge Tompkins (pending her trial schedule), Judge Wesley Saint Clair, Helen Donigan, and Gloria Hemmen will participate in the Northwest Regional Meeting on Implementing Full Faith and Credit for Foreign Domestic Violence Protection Orders on February 21-23 at the Renaissance Madison in Seattle. Judge Appelwick will attend if Judge Tompkins is unavailable.

State and tribal court representatives will come from American Samoa, Guam, Hawaii, Idaho, Minnesota, Montana, North Dakota, Northern Mariana Islands, Oregon, South Dakota, Washington, and Wyoming.

The conference is sponsored by the National Center for State Courts and the Department of Justice.

Rural Domestic Violence Grant—Ethics Issue
The Ethics Advisory Committee has responded to the question posed by the Commission regarding judicial involvement with the Domestic Violence Summits. See official Ethics Advisory Opinion 00-18 attached. Judges can participate in summits since they are educational programs.

Justice Madsen thanked Judge Schindler and Judge Reukauf for their assistance in preparing the letter to the Ethics Advisory Committee.

OTHER ISSUES/PROJECTS/PROGRAMS
Domestic Violence Tort Legislation
Justice Madsen reported the Supreme Court considered a question from the Federal Court regarding action to be taken to provide a tort for domestic violence. Last year, the Federal Court struck down a Violence Against Women Act domestic violence tort case. They suggested each state should consider adopting legislation.

Discussion followed on whether the Gender and Justice Commission should write the legislature urging legislation of this kind. Mary Pontarolo indicated the Attorney General’s Office was drafting legislation. She will forward a copy to the Commission.

Judge Appelwick indicated we should review the draft legislation and if a bill is proposed, the Commission can speak to the issue of domestic violence.

Girl Scouts Beyond Bars
Information about the Girl Scouts Beyond Bars project was distributed. This project serves women offenders at the Washington Correction Center for Women in Purdy, WA and their 5-17 year old daughters residing in King, Pierce, and surrounding counties. It was agreed a future presentation on the program should be scheduled.

Civil Legal Services Grant
Mary Pontarolo informed the Commission that the Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence has received a $60,000 grant to coordinate a statewide action planning process to address civil legal needs of battered women in Washington State. Culmination of the project will be a one-day action planning summit.

Annual Fall Judicial Conference
Justice Madsen noted we need to put in our bid for time on the fall judicial conference agenda. One suggestion was to do a program to accompany the model anti-harassment policies we are developing.

Judge Appelwick commented he will also contact the Domestic Relations Committee regarding the Project 2001 recommendations to conduct more education on the misconceptions about implementing the Parenting Plan.

NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT
The next meeting is scheduled for March 2, 2001, 9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Lunch will be provided for those members who wish to view the 2nd half of the videotape of the Kitsap County Domestic Violence Summit’s keynote speakers. The meeting adjourned at 1:50 p.m.

