Gender and Justice Commission

March 14, 2003 
9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Two Union Square, Suite 1606 
Seattle 

Minutes
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PRESENT
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Commission Members: Justice Barbara A. Madsen, Professor Margaret Chon, Eileen M. Concannon, Justice Mary E. Fairhurst, Thomas R. Fallquist, Judie Fortier, Kathy Franklin, Michael Killian, Judge Jim Riehl, Judge Ruth Reukauf, Judge Ann Schindler, and Lindsay Thompson.
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Guests: Judge Vickie Churchill, Island County Superior Court and Mary Martin, Clark County District Court
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Staff: Gloria Hemmen, Administrative Office of the Courts
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CALL TO ORDER
Justice Madsen called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. and welcomed new Commission members Professor Margaret Chon and Michael Killian.
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COMMISSION BUSINESS
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Approval of Minutes
It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of the January 10[image: image8.png]


, 2003 meeting. Motion carried.
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Budget Report
After reviewing a written budget report, the Commission considered requests for funding and proposed allocation of unallocated budget funds through June 30. A chart of budget action taken throughout the meeting is contained at the end of these minutes.
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CURRENT PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS
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ABA Commission on Women - Hearing in Seattle 
Justice Madsen and Eileen Concannon reported on the hearing on the status of women in the profession conducted by the ABA Commission on Women last month in Seattle. The ABA is conducting hearings in three states. Eileen and Judith Ramseyer testified and described the Commission' s support of the Glass Ceiling Survey.
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Glass Ceiling Task Force and Survey Follow-Up
Eileen Concannon provided an overview and update on the work of the Glass Ceiling Task Force. Two half-day continuing legal education (CLE) events are scheduled. The program in Spokane will be held at Gonzaga School of Law on April 11; the program in Seattle is scheduled at Seattle University Law School on May 21. Judge Schindler is also working on the Seattle program that will focus on legal employers. Eileen is working with Judge Tompkins, Helen Donigan and the Spokane planning committee on their program that will focus on women coming into the profession.

The Commission reviewed written requests for funding for both programs and for completing the resource manual. It was noted a funding request has been sent to the Minority and Justice Commission and law firms will be contacted.

It was moved and seconded to provide up to $15,000 to complete the resource manual and implement the Glass Ceiling CLE in Seattle. Motion passed.
Commission recommended the resource manual should be in a format that could be posted on the Commission' s website and a letter from the Supreme Court should be used to invite managing partners to the CLE.

Gloria read a note from Helen Donigan, who was unable to attend the meeting, commending Eileen Concannon for her work with the Spokane Planning committee.
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Law School Projects
Meeting materials included two articles on women in the law. The New Majority focused on the University of Washington School of Law, sent by Judge Appelwick. The Influx of Women into Legal Professions: an Economic Analysis was sent by Deborah Maranville, UW School of Law, chair of the Gender Study Committee. She will attend the May Commission meeting to talk about that committee' s work.

Justice Madsen spoke with a reporter from the Seattle Post Intelligencer after the ABA Commission on Women Hearing and with another from the National Jurist, a magazine for law students, about Cara Nord' s Title 9 and the Law School Experience report to the Commission in January. The National Jurist magazine will be doing an article on the study in the near future.

Cara will present her study to the Gonzaga Board of Advisors on April 11 and to law students the day before the Glass Ceiling CLE at Gonzaga. She has been in contact with Lara Herrmann and attended the March 6 Champagne and Strawberries celebration that honored the female Supreme Court Justices. She met Dean Hassell and members of Seattle University's Women' s Law Caucus and gave them copies of the most recent draft of her study. The final report will be published in April. She has not had contact with Washington Women Lawyers nor the University of Washington' s Women' s Law Caucus and requested assistance with contacting those groups.

Maggie Chon reported Dean Hassell requested the Seattle University Law School Gender Committee include a diverse group including women of color, gay and lesbian representatives.
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Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) Grants 
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FY01 Stop Grant to the Courts Project Reports
Judge Vickie Churchill thanked the Commission for the STOP grant to the court to provide supervised visitation and provided a written report. She noted this grant provided direct services to victims of domestic violence. Before the grant, if a judge ordered supervised visitation, people usually used a family member, which just continued the problem. The supervised visitation program provides a safe environment significantly reducing stress and anxiety between parties and promoting family safety. The implementation of staggered arrival and departure times procedures, along with strict limits placed on the visiting parent, have helped make this program successful.

The program had a delayed start due to the loss of the co-sponsoring agency and the difficultly of getting word out to the court and community to get referrals. Working with Catholic Community Services, an agency that already provided supervised visitation for child protective services (CPS), the program started in July. Through the end of March, it provided 314 hours of supervised visitation in Oak Harbor and Freeland sites. In a rural, isolated area such as Island County, the impact of the program has been significant.

Because of lack of court staff, Judge Churchill said Island County missed the application deadline for new grant funding. Charging a fee for the service may be an option.

Mary Martin, specialty court program coordinator, thanked the Commission and reported on the Clark County District Court projects. Their STOP grant funded an evaluation of the current Domestic Violence Court by two Washington State University (WSU) researchers. Copy is included in the meeting materials. Four domestic violence workshops have been held at the local WSU campus and the Court holds monthly domestic violence meetings that have included Korean, Spanish, and deaf perpetrator treatment providers. The city/county now has one domestic violence prosecution unit. Part of the grant was used by the YWCA to purchase digital cameras for the main office and for the shelter, and to provide safety kits for victims.

After the final report is submitted by WSU, the local team will meet to determine next steps. WSU will be conducting some additional research funded by the university. Clark County does have one big problem - not enough judicial officers to hear the docket. In 2002, one judge was assigned to the domestic violence docket that included 1,780 misdemeanors, 217 felonies, 52 jury trials, and 978 protection order hearings.

· Island County Superior Court Project 

· Clark County District Court Project 
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New FY02 STOP Grant to the Courts, $125,067 for 2003
Commission members Appelwick, Matheson, Pontarolo, Schindler, and Tompkins evaluated the second round FY02 STOP Grant proposals and awarded funding to courts in Douglas, King, Lincoln, Pierce, and Yakima Counties. The Committee also approved allocation of unexpended FY01 STOP Grant funds to purchase educational materials, safety kits for victims and continue the supervised visitation program. Some grant funds were reserved for educational projects including the Fall Judicial Conference program on sexual assault and rape.
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The Judicial Response to Sexual Assault, Stranger and Non-stranger Rape 
The Commission will be sponsoring a 3-hour education session based on the national model curriculum at the 46th Annual Judicial Conference, Tacoma, September 23, 2003. Dr. David Lisak, the interviewer on the Undetected Rapist videotape segment is available for the program.

Justice Madsen and Gloria met with curriculum author, Lynn Schafran to discuss how to cut the 2-day curriculum to 3 hours. Subsequently, Washington State was invited to send a team to the " how to implement the curriculum" training in Orange County. Justice Madsen, Gloria Hemmen, Judge James Orlando, Catherine Carroll, Washington Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs, and David Gilkey, Department of Corrections will participate in the May 2-4 training.

A planning meeting will be scheduled after the May 9 Commission meeting. Justice Mary Fairhurst, Judge Ann Schindler, Eileen Concannon and Judie Fortier volunteered to serve on the program planning committee. Helen Donigan has one set of tapes/ curriculum to review.
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Rural DV Training Grant
Margaret Fisher has completed the Domestic Violence Impact on Children: State and Tribal Responses workshops in Chelan and Mason Counties. The programs were very well received. Noteworthy is the increase in numbers. Previous workshops had 25-35 people. The last two programs had almost 60. The Office of Crime Victims Advocacy has allocated $60,000 for 2003-2004 to continue the training with a focus on domestic violence and dependency cases.
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DV Scholarship Grants for Judicial Education
Ten judicial officers attended the March 8-11, 2003 Enhancing Judicial Skills in Domestic Violence Cases workshop in New York. Several of those judges will be working on the King County training that will replicate the national model.

Judge Reukauf reported a new program, Advanced Judicial Education: Expanding Knowledge and Practice in Domestic Violence Cases, is being offered June 29-July2 in San Francisco only to judicial officers who have attended one of the previous workshops.

It was moved and seconded that the Commission should provide a $1500 scholarship for Judge Reukauf to the advanced domestic violence training and coordinate with the Office of Crime Victims Advocacy to provide 10-15 additional scholarships for judges to attend the program. Motion carried.
Notice will be sent to the 60 judges who would qualify for a scholarship.

[image: image20.png]


OTHER PROJECTS/PROGRAMS
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Local Domestic Violence Summit 
Meeting materials contained several newspaper clippings about Thurston County DV Summit action plans and proposed follow-up.

Judge Riehl reported Kitsap County' s 7th Annual Domestic Violence Summit is scheduled for October 3. The focus will be dating violence. Jackson Katz will be presenting on violence and youth. He also noted the ABA Commission on Domestic Violence is committed to a national program on youth violence.
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DV Manual for Judges
The Domestic Violence Manual for Judges is now available with the bench books under judge' s resources on the Courts Extranet. http://www.inside.courts.wa.gov/. The manual must be reformatted before it is put on the Internet for public access.

It was moved and seconded to approve hiring a temporary secretarial help to complete this work before June 30, 2003. Motion carried.
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National Center for State Courts Model Workplace Family Violence Policy
Copy of the model Domestic Violence workplace policies was distributed. Justice Madsen requested Mary Pontarolo review the policy.
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Domestic Violence Full Faith and Credit
On May 8, Tom Fallquist will convene a working group of Commission and Full Faith and Credit team members to consider a variety of full faith and credit issues and develop an action plan. Issues to be discussed include:

 

· Status of a model protocol for Washington State; agreement of superior and district courts. 

 

· Determining whether a court rule is necessary. 

 

· Negotiating compacts and implementing the protocol with tribal nations, recognizing their sovereignty. 

 

· Working with State Patrol and AG' s Office regarding implementing legislation. 
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ABA Commission on Domestic Violence, Tribal Trial College
The ABA Commission on Domestic Violence Tribal Trial College is scheduled for

July 9-11, 2003 in Seattle. The draft agenda was distributed. They have requested Commission assistance with recruiting attorneys, lawyers, domestic violence advocates, and law school students to assist with role-playing during the training and with registration.
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Women' s History Month
In honor of Women' s History Month, Washington State Supreme Court Justices were honored on March 6, 2003 at Seattle University School of Law.

Commission members were reminded copies of the lesson plan and videotape Her Day in Court copies are available.
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NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT
The next meeting is scheduled for May 9, 2003. The meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.



 

GENDER AND JUSTICE COMMISSION 
APPROVED BUDGET ALLOCATIONS 
MARCH 14, 2003
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Title of Proposed Project/Activity/Purchase
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Proposed by:
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Approved

	1. Assist with funding to implement the Glass Ceiling CLE forum on May 21, 2003 at Seattle University Law School and complete the Resource Manual for Employers. See proposal.
	Concannon
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$15,000

	2. Assist with funding to implement the Glass Ceiling CLE forum on April 11, 2003 at Gonzaga University Law School.
	Donigan
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$4,000

	3. Provide travel/per diem expenses for judge Reukauf and up to 15 more judges to attend the advanced Enhancing Judicial Skills in DV Cases workshop, June 29-July2, 2003 in San Francisco.
	Reukauf
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$8,000

	4. Provide domestic violence speaker fee for Casey Gwinn at SCJA Spring conference, April 21, 2003. This will free up $2,500 in STOP Grant funds, which can be used later in the year.
	Hemmen
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$3,100

	5. Hire temporary secretarial help to reformat the WORD version of the Domestic Violence Manual for Judges. This is nec. to facilitate making updates to the on-line version. Also, provide additional secretarial help to archive Gender and Justice files. Est. 80 hrs.
	Hemmen
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$1,700

	6. Purchase folding display board for the Commission
	Hemmen
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$500
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Total
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$32,300.00


