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	----MINUTES----


PRESENT

Commission Members:  Justice Barbara A. Madsen, Judge Marlin Appelwick, Maggie Chon, Eileen M. Concannon, Jeralita Costa, Helen Donigan, Tom Fallquist, Judie Fortier, Lourdes Fuentes, Jennefer Henson, Grace Huang, Michael Killian, Sandy Matheson, Judge Jim Riehl, Judge Ann Schindler, Dan Thieme, Judge Linda Tompkins

Guests:  Amy Tsai, Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC)

Staff:  Gloria Hemmen, AOC

CALL TO ORDER

Justice Madsen called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.

COMMISSION BUSINESS

Approval of Minutes

It was moved and seconded to approve the January 14, 2005 meeting minutes as amended to add “Supreme” before “Court” on page 4.  Motion carried.

Budget Report 

The Commission reviewed the budget report and funding requests. 

1)
Consensus was to approve funding for the 2nd Goldendale Domestic Violence Summit.  

2)
Consensus was to provide a letter of support for WomenSpirit Coalition federal grant request and funding, if available next biennium, for the Native American Summit on Gender, Family and Community Violence. 

The amount for these two projects will be determined after review of the Commission’s budget for 2005-2007 and receipt of detailed budget proposals.
3)
The Commission agreed to provide up to $3,000 for training additional AOC staff on the Option Finder/Responder.  This voting equipment has been used at local domestic violence summits and has been requested for the Native American Summit.  Amy Tsai from the AOC Research Section is working with the Summit planners and will be conducting a survey.  She has agreed to operate the equipment.

4)
The Commission considered a request to translate the Pierce County Domestic Violence Protection Order video, being produced with current STOP Grant funds, into other languages and distribute it state-wide through the state‘s teleconferencing and video network.  Consensus was the Commission will view the video when it is complete and consider if it is relevant for statewide distribution and what would be the best format for distribution.  If it was in digital format, it could be stored at AOC, posted on the Courts’ website, and linked to the Access to Justice Public Legal Education website.  

Ideally, there would be an easily accessible library of domestic violence material available to the public.

Consensus was we need more information about data storage at AOC. 

5)
The Commission supported sending Justice Madsen and Judge Theresa Pouley to the conference: Walking on Common Ground: Pathways to Equal Justice - 2005 National Gathering for Tribal-State-Federal Court Relations.  The gathering will be held in Green Bay, Wisconsin on tribal lands, July 27-29, 2005.

Membership

Terms of 5 members expire June 30.  Mary Pontarolo and Helen Donigan have served the maximum time allowed by our by-laws.  Judge Tompkins is willing to serve another term.  Judge Reukauf and Lourdes Fuentes have declined.

Judge Ann Schindler, Nominating Committee Chair, requested members send nominations for candidates for 2005-2008 membership.

PROJECT STATUS REPORTS
Rural DV and Child Victimization Grant

The Rural Domestic Violence Grant presented the first Promising Judicial Practices in Domestic Violence and Child Dependency Cases on February 25, 2005 in Mason County.  Judges from Grays Harbor, Jefferson, Kitsap, and Mason counties dependency courts led 8-member teams from their dependency courts.  The Chehalis Tribal Court also participated.  The program received positive evaluations and one judicial officer requested information on bringing the training to his court.

A question arose regarding distribution of training materials and intellectual property rights.  Maggie Chon volunteered to review the faculty contracts.  It may be necessary to add a clause to future contracts. 

The 2nd grant funded training is scheduled for 1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. at the Superior Court Judges’ Association conference at Skamania Lodge on April 18, 2005. 
The Commission is also sponsoring two sessions presented by National Judicial Institute faculty member Peter Jaffe.  He will present two plenary sessions on April 17 and 18: The Impact of Domestic Violence on Children and Parenting Plans and Vicarious Trauma.
American Bar Association (ABA) Commission on Domestic Violence 

Judge Riehl reported the ABA Commission on Domestic Violence has received more than 60 registrations for the Continuing Legal Education (CLE) program Effective Use of Expert Witnesses in Domestic Violence Cases, on April 8, 2005 in Seattle.  Twenty-eight scholarships have been offered to attorneys who responded to our e-mail notifications.  
All Commission members are invited to the education program and the reception following the CLE.  Chief Justice Alexander and Ron Ward will provide welcoming remarks at the reception.

The ABA is very appreciative of the reception support provided by Dan Thieme and Eileen Concannon’s law firms.

STOP Grants to the Courts

FY03 Grant projects conclude March 31, 2005.  The Office of Crime Victims Advocacy has agreed to roll-over unexpended funds to the FY04 contract.

FY04 Grant contracts are in process.  The Commission reviewed the chart of projects to be funded during the next year.  Contracts are in process with courts in Clark, King, Kitsap, Walla Walla, and Whatcom counties.  We are still working with the District and Municipal Court Managers’ Association on their proposal for workplace violence training.

Revised Protection Order Forms
The proposed changes to the Domestic Violence Protection Order Pattern Forms has been sent out to judicial, legal, tribal, and law enforcement associations for comment.  Merry Gough will present the comments and request Commission action at the May 13, 2005 meeting. 
Genome Justice Education Proposal for the 48th Washington Judicial Conference

The Genome Justice session at the 48th Washington Judicial Conference in Tacoma is scheduled for Tuesday, September 20, 2005 from 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 Noon.

Justice Madsen, Judge Schindler, Judge Linda Tompkins, and Maggie Chon agreed to work on the planning committee.  Judge Carol Schapira, chair of the Superior Court Judges’ Association (SCJA) Equality and Fairness Committee, will recruit volunteers from that group.  A preliminary planning meeting is scheduled at the SCJA conference on April 18.

Initiative for Diversity Governing Council – WSBA

Eileen Concannon reported work is continuing on the Initiative for Diversity Governing Council (IDGC) and the Commitments.  Because of the delays, the roll-out is expected sometime in the fall.
OTHER BUSINESS

ATJ Request to Participate in a Focus Group

Judge Appelwick spoke in support of the Access to Justice Board’s Request for Commission members to participate in their long-range planning focus groups.  The interview questions were provided and members will be contacted via e-mail to participate.
NAWJ Conference 2005

The 2005 National Association of Women Judges Conference is scheduled for October 19-23 in Houston.  Judges are encouraged to attend the conference. 

DVD on Sexual Assault

The National Judicial Education Program has provided 60 copies of the new DVD Curriculum, Understanding Sexual Violence: The Judges’ Role in Stranger and Nonstranger Rape and Sexual Assault.  Copies will be sent to presiding judges and the law schools.

Supreme Court Order, Access to Justice Technology Principles

Supreme Court Order 25700-B-449 In the Matter of the Access to Justice Technology Principles was included for review.  The Commission is mentioned in the order as one of the endorsing groups.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 12:00 noon to allow Commission members Madsen, Huang, Matheson, and Tompkins to visit the Washington Correction Center for Women.
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