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	----MINUTES----


PRESENT

Members:
Justice Barbara A. Madsen, Judge Marlin Appelwick, Maggie Chon, Eileen Concannon, Jeri Costa, Judge Sara Derr, Tom Fallquist, Judie Fortier, Jennefer Henson, Grace Huang, Michael Killian, Sandy Matheson, Yvonne Pettus,  Judge Ann Schindler, Dan Thieme, Lindsay Thompson, Judge Linda Tompkins

Guests:
Dr. Jodi O’Brien, Seattle University, Shasti Conrad, Research Assistant, 
Shanna Stevenson, Washington Historical Society

Staff:

Gloria Hemmen

CALL TO ORDER

Justice Madsen called the long range planning meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.  She noted in 2007, the Commission will celebrate the 20th anniversary of the establishment of the Washington State Task Force on Gender and Justice in the Courts and two decades of positive efforts to eliminate bias and promote fairness.  Last year at the National Association of Women Judges Conference, we learned that only a handful of the 40 states and seven federal task forces that conducted gender fairness studies during the past 20 years still have active committee or commissions.  We are unique in the nation for our productivity and continuity.  The Commission needs to capitalize on past successes and determine how best to proceed into the future. 

To assist us in identify priorities for future action, Dr. Jodi O’Brien, Seattle University, was invited to discuss gender issues and trends in Washington State.

LONG RANGE PLANNING
Dr. O’Brien presented a written report and provided an overview of Gender and Justice:  Issues and Trends in Washington State.  Seven primary issues/trends were identified through literature review and direct contact with community organization leaders.  These topic areas were discussed for possible future Commission work:

1.             Alternatives to Female Youth Offender Incarceration

2.             Sexual and Reproductive Rights (A “wedge” issue around the country)

3.             Sexual Assault and Workplace Sexual Harassment

4.             Gender and Diversity Bias (Glass Ceiling)

5.             “Permissible Prejudices” Groups (LGBT Youth, Family law, Same-sex Couples Benefits)

6.             The Welfare Reform Act/Marriage Promotion/Fatherhood Movement
(Impact on poor, uneducated, rural populations)

7.             Low Income Immigrant Women 
(Federal and state issues: immigration, domestic violence; economic)

Dr. O’Brien provided summary points and led a discussion on the lack of coordination among state policies, court actions, and the level of support for women at risk.  

Members discussed how our work on domestic violence and STOP Grants to the Courts could be focused to address the areas identified.  There was also discussion of foundational issues including using a broader definition of gender and identifying justice system areas that disproportionately affect women and girls, as well as boys and men, and sexual minorities.  In addition, there are gender-related problem as a result of the intersection of poverty, lack of access to services and/or (in)eligibility for services.  Poor women, especially women of color and immigrant women are particularly vulnerable. 

Some concerns could be addressed through education, replication of model programs, and support consistent with the mission of the Commission.  Programs mentioned include:

        Powerful Voices, an empowerment program for girls in King County juvenile detention.  It was suggested we find out if this program is effective and replicable across the state.

        Aggression reduction programs for at-risk-youth
        Male role belief system (San Francisco program, Promise Keepers)
        Holistic, specialty courts
- Drug Court
- Family Court

        Efforts to strengthen the variety of family units

A number of the issues raised in the discussion of issues and trends are in the legislative area.  It was suggested the Commission consider global policy options, academic and pilot programs, and popular press writing.  But it was pointed out Commission’s focus is limited by its By-Laws, Mission statement, and funding sources.   

Review of Commission Structure and Accomplishments

Commission Structure 

Consensus was the Commission’s ad-hoc structure, meeting schedule, membership rotation, strong staff, and partnership efforts contribute to its success.  The Commission is project and task oriented so the ad hoc structure with subcommittees appointed as necessary is effective.  Attendance at bi-monthly meetings is good and between-meeting e-mail communication and voting works for the members.  

Partnerships with other groups have been effective.  Inviting other groups to discuss how we can work together provides an opportunity to educate the Commission and develop new collaborations.  

Review of Project Areas/ Accomplishments 

See attached overview of projects and collaboration groups.  

During lunch, three small groups completed a Long-Range Planning Outline.  See summary attached. 

COMMISSION BUSINESS

Approval of Minutes

It was moved and seconded to approve the March 10, 2006 meeting minutes.  Motion carried.

Budget Report 

The Commission reviewed and approved the budget and federal STOP grant status reports.

Meeting Schedule

It was agreed that Commission will meet July 14, 2006 to continue the long-range planning.  Commission members whose terms expire June 30, agreed to participate in this meeting. 
Membership  

The Nominating Committee will meet immediately after this meeting.  A slate of prospective candidates will be submitted prior at the July meeting.  The Commission was asked to think about future members who could contribute to work on projects/ collaborations such as juvenile courts/juvenile justice, women and children in prison, drug court, and the Initiative for Diversity.
PROJECT STATUS REPORTS 

Education/Training

           Jim Zissler, Littler Mendelson, is scheduled to present a 3-hour session on Domestic Violence in the Workplace at the Court Leadership Conference on May 18.  The laminated domestic violence information cards prepared by Administrative Office of the Courts will be distributed to the participants. 

           The draft agenda for Interstate and International Custody: Domestic Violence and the Hague Convention was included in the materials.  The program will be a choice session at the 49th Annual Judicial Conference in Spokane, September 26, 2006 

           The draft agenda for the Domestic Violence and Family Law Continuing Legal Education program on 10/13 was reviewed. 

           The draft agenda for the Domestic Violence/Ethics training for court interpreters was reviewed.  It was recommended that the training include a basic overview of domestic violence in addition to discussion of the forms and laws.  

FY 04 STOP Grant to the Courts
Court Projects

The Commission reviewed FY04 status reports from project sites in Asotin, Clark, Walla Walla, Whatcom, the Washington State Coordinated Response Protocol Project (DV/CPS Protocol), and Yakima.  Reallocation of unexpended FY04 grant funds was approved.  Those funds are available through March 31, 2007.

FY 05 STOP Grant to the Courts

Contracts have been signed and projects are operating in Asotin, Chelan, Kitsap, Lewis, Pierce, Walla Walla, Whatcom (2), and Yakima counties.

OTHER BUSINESS

Dissolution, Residential Time and Shared Parenting Workgroup

An informal request was presented to the Commission regarding the possibility of conducting research to update the Parenting Act Study conducted by Diane Lye in 1999.  A particular area if interest is the issue of shared parenting.  Consensus was we would oversee a research project if the Legislature requested and funded the project.  

Grace Huang and Judge Appelwick will server as liaisons between groups looking at the issue.  It was suggested we review the recommendations from the Parenting Act Study and invite someone to give us an overview of the issue at our next meeting.

Domestic Violence Hope Card Study Committee

Grace Huang noted the Legislature has requested the Gender and Justice Commission be involved in the Domestic Violence Hope Card Study Committee.  The Office o f Crime Victims Advocacy will be managing the committee. 

Video Appearance Demonstration Project

Judge Appelwick suggested a demonstration project in rural counties using video appearance technology to facilitate access of lawyers to represent domestic violence victims.  VAWA grant funds might be used for this purpose.

RCW 10.99

There may be a defect in RCW 10.999.  It was suggested the statute should be reviewed by advocates and prosecutors to determine if there is a problem with the language.  Currently the language implies a threat was made to the victim but does not indicate if the threat was communicated to the children.  There are implications the order may not be enforceable if the statute is not clear.

New Military Law Section of the Washington State Bar Association (WSBA)

The Commission should consider coordinating with the new Military Law Section of the WSBA.  There may be links to new funding sources for training on military law and domestic violence.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for July 14, 2006.
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