	
	Gender and Justice Commission

July 13, 2007 Meeting

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Kilroy Airport Center SeaTac-South Tower

18000 Pacific Highway South, Suite 1106

SeaTac, WA 98188  (360) 704-4057


Minutes

PRESENT:

MEMBERS:
Justice Barbara A. Madsen, Barbara Carr, Jeri Costa, Judge Sara Derr, Judge Joan DuBuque, Lisa Hayes, Grace Huang, Mike Killian, Judge Craig Matheson, Leslie Owen (via conference phone), Judge Jim Riehl, Bernard Ryan, Judge John Schultheis, Judge Jane Smith, Judge Chris Wickham

STAFF:
Gloria C. Hemmen
GUEST(S):
Kelly O’Connell, Washington Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs



Christina Entrekin, Washington Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs

CALL TO ORDER:

Justice Madsen called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m.

COMMISSION BUSINESS:

Membership

Justice Madsen welcomed new Commission members Lisa Hayes, Judge Craig Matheson, Bernard Ryan, Judge John Schultheis, and Judge Chris Wickham.

Approval of Minutes

It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of the May 11, 2007 meeting.  Motion carried.

Budget Report

The 2005-2007 final budget report was reviewed.  Projects funded since the May Commission meeting include:

?                  The Color of Justice Program at Seattle University Law School

?                  Judicial Access Browser (JABS) training in Benton-Franklin and Yakima counties. 

?                  A program and reception at the Washington State Supreme Court with the National Association of Women Judges (NAWJ) and Administrative Law Judges.

?                  Education scholarships for:
1) Judge Joan DuBuque attended the conference sponsored by the Battered Women’s Justice Project in St. Paul, MN.
2) Cynthia Jones attended the National Crime Victim Law and Justice Conference in Portland, OR. for the human trafficking sessions. 

?                  The grant to the King County Bar Association (KCBA) to develop the Title 26 Guardian ad Litem training manual was increased.  With additional funds, the KCBA contracted with Dr. Anne Ganley and videotaped her presentation on domestic violence risk assessment.  The video will be used with the manual for training.

?                  The 2006 edition of the Domestic Violence Manual for Judges was distributed to all Washington State judicial officers and domestic violence legal services advocates.

?                  The 2006 Annual Report was distributed.

Draft Budget 2007-2009

The draft budget for the fiscal biennium, July 1, 2007 – June 30, 2009, was reviewed.  It was noted that estimated allocations are based on previous Commission budgets and are subject to change.  It was moved and seconded to approve the proposed budget.  Motion carried.

Judge Riehl submitted a written request for $500 to reimburse costs incurred in attending the American Bar Association (ABA) annual meeting and ABA Commission on Domestic Violence meeting in San Francisco, August 8-11, 2007.

He will be speaking about the nexus of domestic violence, youth, and delinquency and using our domestic violence summit as a model for community action. It was moved and seconded to approve $500 for Judge Jim Riehl’s travel expenses to the American Bar Association meeting in San Francisco, August 2007.  Motion carried.

Meeting Schedule

The meeting schedule for 2007-2008 was reviewed.  Meetings are generally held on the 2nd Friday of alternate months, July through May, at the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) conference room in the Kilroy building at SeaTac.  It was noted the November 2007 meeting has been changed to the first Friday to avoid a conflict with the annual National Association of Women Judges (NAWJ) Conference.

The AOC meeting room had already been booked for the 2nd Friday in January and March so alternate sites will be identified for those meetings.

Annual Report 

The 2006 Gender and Justice Commission Annual Report has been distributed to the Governor, the Supreme Court, the Board for Judicial Administration, all presiding judges and court administrators, current and former Commission members, the law schools, Washington State legal organizations, national organizations, and select committees of the Legislature. 

Justice Madsen pointed out the map on page two of the report which highlights the Commission’s work across the state

PROGRAMS/PROJECTS

STOP Grants to the Courts 

Five percent of the annual Office on Violence Against Women (OVW) STOP (Services-Training-Officers-Prosecutor) Grant to Washington State is allocated to the Courts.  By agreement with the Office of Community Trade and Economic Development (CTED), those funds are passed through to the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) and administered by the Gender and Justice Commission, under the auspices of the Board for Judicial Administration (BJA).

Budgets for the FFY05 and FFY06 grants were reviewed.  The proposed budget for the anticipated award of $98,753 for FFY07 was approved.

FFY05 Grant

Eight contracts with the courts were closed at the end of April and accounted for $92,945 of the $105, 885 grant award.  One additional contract was closed but it was billed to remaining FFY04 grant funds.  Unexpended FFY05 grant funds are allocated for grant secretarial services, JABS training expenses, and scholarships for judges to attend the national Enhancing Judicial Skills in Domestic Violence Cases workshops.  The interagency agreement with CTED has been extended to allow us to use the remaining funds through April 30, 2008.

The FFY05 STOP Grant paid Yakima County clerk staff to audit, identify, and reconcile conflicting DV orders and develop the specialty court docket management system.  Yakima County has received a federal grant to purchase the technology to implement the DV specialty court docket management system.  The county is now looking for funding for staff to implement the project. 

FFY06 Grant

Contracts have been signed for seven of the eight court projects to be funded from the FFY06 STOP Grant.  The Commission has reserved $10,263 for secretarial, administrative costs, judicial education scholarships, and other projects such as the proposed sexual assault protection order training, JABS, or Court Interpreter DV training.

Judicial Education Scholarships 

Twenty-four judicial officers responded to an e-mail offering scholarship funds to the Enhancing Judicial Skills in DV Cases workshops in 2007.  With STOP and Court Improvement Program Grant fund, scholarships were offered to ten judicial officers for the September and December workshops.

Since 2001, 123 Washington State judicial officers have received scholarships through the Gender and Justice Commission: 119 for the basic Enhancing Judicial Skills in DV Cases and 19 for the advanced Continuing Skills in DV Cases workshops.

Judge Craig Matheson attended the advanced training in October 2006.  He reported he would be teaching the domestic violence session at Judicial College for the next two years. 

Judge Riehl commented that Washington State is regarded as #1 in the county for training judges on domestic violence.
FFY07 STOP Grant

Since the award for FFY07 is estimated to be $98,753.60, the proposed budget reduces the amount to be made available for local court projects to $80,000.  Remaining grant funds will be allocated for increased secretarial staff and administrative support.  The proposed budget was approved. 

Compliance with the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) 2005 restriction on Internet Publication of Protection Order Information

The Commission discussed the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) 2005 restriction on internet publication of protection order information and the information provided by Grace Huang regarding the August 12, 2006 VAWA amendment that reads as follows.

(3)  Limits on internet publication of registration information. A State, Indian tribe, or territory shall not make available publicly on the Internet any information regarding the registration, filing of a petition for, or issuance of a protection order, restraining order or injunction [restraining order, injunction]
[1] either the issuing or enforcing State, tribal or territorial jurisdiction, if such publication would be likely to publicly reveal the identity or location of the party protected under such order. [Emphasis added.]

Grace stated not only is there concern for victim safety; there are also concerns that internet publication of protection order information could negatively affect victims if property owners and employers access the information.  She emphasized the issue in VAWA was not making protection order information confidential or sealing records but reducing access by not posting orders on the internet.  Records could be obtained at a courthouse.

Judge DuBuque reported no King County domestic violence protection order or family law cases are on the internet.  Commission members requested an opportunity to see what protection order information the public can obtain on the Washington Courts’ website. 

Members discussed the Judicial Information System Data Dissemination Committee determination that we were in compliance with the full faith and credit provisions regarding internet publication of protection orders.  The Committee supports 1-tier (internet) rather than 2-tier (some records only available at the courthouse) public access to court records.  It was noted that access to information in court proceedings such as guardianships and family law is currently restricted.

It was proposed that the Commission request the assistance of the Superior Court Judges’ Association and District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association in reviewing how GR 31 is working.  It is our understanding that the Supreme Court left open an opportunity to review GR 31.  The Commission is looking for support from the judicial associations for a review of the impact of GR 31 on court clients.
EDUCATION PROGRAMS/CONFERENCE
Color of Justice Program
On May 16, fifty-seven (57) students from four schools attended the second National Association of Women Judges (NAWJ) model Color of Justice Program at Seattle University School of Law.  Students heard from a panel of trial court, administrative, and tribal court judges, participated in an interactive legal exercise, learned more about law school, and had lunch with law school students.

Our contacts at Seattle University Law School suggested scheduling the next program for February-March 2008.  Since the annual judicial conference is scheduled for Spokane in October 2008, that might be an opportune time to coordinate a Color of Justice Program with Gonzaga University School of Law.

The NAWJ has scholarship funds available to be awarded to a 3rd year law school student in conjunction with an NAWJ sponsored program.  

DV National Institute on Use and Integration of Interpreters in Civil Representation of Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault and Stalking

Judge Riehl reported the ABA Commission’s training on May 14-15 was well received in Seattle.  Through role-playing, the trainers showed the challenges of working with hard of hearing and limited English speaking clients and discussed resources for these cases.  

Sixth Annual National Crime Victim Law & Litigation Conference, May 18-19, Portland

Cynthia Jones, our liaison with Seattle University School of Law for the Human Trafficking Continuing Legal Education Program (CLE), attended the conference for the Human Trafficking Sessions.  She submitted a written report indicating the CLE is scheduled for either Friday, January 18 or Friday, January 25.  Three students are working with Professor Tayyab Mahmud on 1) Policy and Legislation on Human Trafficking, 2) Scholarship (law review articles, etc.), and 3) Law (both domestic and international). In addition, each student is contacting various faculty resources, including presenters at the National Crime Victims Conference, those who presented to the Commission last January, and Judge Riehl who offered to help with his national contacts on human trafficking.

Judge Joan DuBuque, Jeri Costa, and Bernie Ryan volunteered to serve on an advisory committee for the program.  B. Ryan will send faculty contact information from the Portland conference.

Judicial Access Browser (JABS) Training
JABS training was provided to judges and court staff in Benton-Franklin and Yakima Counties in June.  A new section was added to the domestic violence and inside courts training in response to Parenting Plan legislation requiring that judges determine the existence of any information and proceedings relevant to the placement of a child that are available in the judicial information system and database.  

King County Superior Court is scheduled for training in October.  Training has been requested for Kitsap, Pierce, and Thurston Counties.

NAWJ and Commission Program and Reception
The Commission and NAWJ District 13 co-sponsored a program and reception for members and administrative law judges at the Washington State Supreme Court on June 28, 2007.  Guests included Gender and Justice Commission members (6), NAWJ members (7), state court judges (19), including six Supreme Court Justices), tribal court judges (2), administrative law judges and hearings officers (24), Supreme Court law clerks (5) and other guests.  Chief Justice Alexander welcomed the attendees and Justice Madsen spoke about the work of the Gender and Justice Commission and the strong connection we have with the NAWJ.  Judge Gina Hale and Judge J. E. Sullivan spoke about NAWJ work.  Judge Sullivan introduced several chief administrative law judges and they described their work.  After the program, the Chief Justice led a tour of the Temple of Justice. 

Justice Madsen would like to repeat this type of program with other groups.  It was suggested the Commission hold its March 2008 meeting at the Supreme Court.
Firearms and Domestic Violence: Court and Community Safety

The Commission’s session on Firearms and Domestic Violence is scheduled for September 18 at the 50th Washington Judicial Conference in Vancouver.  Judge DuBuque confirmed that she would serve as the judicial moderator for the session. 

NAWJ Annual Conference
The Commission is offering one scholarship to the NAWJ conference, November 7-10 in Philadelphia.  Commission members interested in attending were asked to contact G. Hemmen. 

Justice Madsen noted the annual conference will be held in Portland in 2008.  She has suggested the program we sponsored in 2006 on Interstate Custody and International Child Abduction:  Domestic Violence and The Hague Convention be included on the agenda.
Sexual Assault Protection Order Training – Spring 2008

Kelly O’Connell presented the Washington Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs’ proposal for training on sexual assault protection orders.  The sessions would include Dr. David Lisak presenting an overview of the dynamics of sexual violence.  An attorney and judge would summarize the statute and legislative changes and a panel discussion with diverse perspectives would address the challenges in litigating and presiding over cases.  The proposals will be submitted to the education committees of the Superior Court Judges’ Association (SCJA) and District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association (DMCJA) for consideration for their spring 2008 conferences.  

Success Inside and Out – NAWJ Model Program

The Commission received materials about the Success Inside & Out workshop on November 4, 2006, at Hiland Mountain Correctional Center near Anchorage.  Chief Justice Dana Fabe of the Alaska Supreme Court, NAWJ Program Director, founded the workshop to bring professional women together to help inmates prepare for the transition to life outside prison.  Over 80 inmates scheduled for release within 18 months participated in the workshops and plenary sessions, which addressed themes ranging from employment and housing to child custody and personal wellness.  Justice Fabe has prepared a manual to assist other NAWJ members interested in pursuing something similar in their communities. 

The Commission will view the program video at a future meeting.  This is a project we could collaborate on with Washington Women Lawyers and the Northwest Women’s Law Center.

Other Business

Domestic Violence Manual for Judges

Six hundred copies of the Domestic Violence Manual for Judges, 2006 were printed and distributed in June.  Copies were sent out to every superior, district and municipal court judicial officer, the law libraries, and domestic violence legal advocates on the lists provided by the Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence and the Office of Crime Victims Advocacy.

Initiative for Diversity Governing Council (IDGC)

Justice Madsen reported the next IDGC meeting is in August.  The Council is making progress and is working on establishing 501(c) status.  Current plans are to roll out the diversity commitments for law firms in January.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 noon.  The next meeting is scheduled for September 14, 2007.



�[1]   In subsec. (d)(3), ", restraining order, or injunction" has been enclosed in brackets to indicate the probable intent of Congress to delete it.








