Washington State Supreme Court Gender and Justice Commission
March 14, 2008 Meeting Minutes
 

Members in Attendance:  Justice Barbara Madsen, Judge Joan DuBuque, Ms. Lisa Hayes (by telephone), Ms. Grace Huang, Professor Natasha Martin, Judge Craig Matheson, Ms. Leslie Owen, Ms. Yvonne Pettus, Judge James Riehl, Mr. Bernie Ryan, Justice Jane Smith, Judge Linda Tompkins, Judge Chris Wickham, and Ms. Myra Downing, Commission Coordinator.

Guests:  Ms. Lynn Alfasso, Mr. Bill Forth, Mr. Tom George, Ms. Patty Jensen, Ms. Mellani McAleenan, Mr. Dexter Mejia, Ms. Barbara Sandahl, and Ms. Lynn White.

Members Absent:  Ms. Barbara Carr, Ms. Jeri Costa, Judge Sara Derr, Judge Cynthia Jordan, Mr. Michael Killian, Judge John Schultheis, and Mr. Daniel Thieme.

 

COMMISSION BUSINESS
The January 11, 2008 meeting minutes were approved with one change.  Gonzaga University will be a sponsor of the Spokane County D.V. summit instead of the consortium.  

 

Gender and Justice Commission Budget Report
Myra Downing provided a report.  

 

2007 STOP Grants to the Courts
Leslie Owen reviewed the 2007 STOP grant applicants and those selected by the Commission for funding.  

 
	Applicant
	Project Description
	Requested Funding
	Amount Funded

	Asotin County District Court
	Part Time probation officer for domestic violence cases
	$10,800
	$10,800

	Chelan County Superior Court
	Educational forum for people working with domestic and sexual violence 
	$6,402
	$0.  This activity is funded through a different grant program.

	Federal Way Municipal Court
	Purchase x-ray screening equipment
	$27,738
	$0.  Amount was not appropriate given the small % of  DV offenders

	King County Department of Judicial Administration
	Elder Abuse program
	$34,406
	TBD.  Attempting to bring national training course to Washington.

	Lincoln County District Court
	Purchase a FAX machine for protection orders
	$300
	$300

	Sedro Woolley Municipal Court
	Enhance security, purchase stalking kits, purchase DV video and educational materials
	$6,872
	$3,200.  Stalking kits are not allowable expenditures.

	Spokane County District Court
	Continue court advocate for mentally ill clients who are also victims of domestic violence
	$20,800
	$20,800

	Whatcom County Superior Court
	Legal advocacy program to assist in completing parenting plans
	$23,622
	$0.  Not an allowable expense

	Yakima County Courts
	Hire a project coordinator to create a multi-agency database for on-line filing of temporary restraining orders
	$30,000
	$15,000

	Gender and Justice Commission
	Staffing, special projects, grants
	$25,000
	$28,653


 
Commission members discussed changes to the next Request for Proposals.  Members want to require an evaluation model be included in the requests.  Members recognize applicants may have difficulty quantifying success, and that the evaluation expectations must not be onerous in light of the grant amounts.

It was also pointed out that the Trial Court Improvement Project may have an evaluation component that could serve as a model for grant applicants to use.

ACTION:  Myra will find out what the Trial Court Improvement Project is using for an evaluation model to ensure coordination of efforts.  

 

ACTION:  Tom George and Myra will seek other existing evaluation models. 

 

ACTION:  Tom will review what is currently in the Request for Proposal and provide suggestions for alternative language relating to performance measures.

 

In addition, Myra Downing will be attending a “Grants in Courts” session at the end of April that will have a class on performance measures.  She can use what she learns as the Commission develops its model.   

 
Concealed License Permits (CLP) Discussion
Bernie Ryan met with the Washington State Patrol (WSP) and the Department of Licensing (DOL).  There was a joint meeting with WSP, DOL, Bernie and Myra to identify the current practices and difficulties associated with revoking CLPs.  

Bill Forth, DOL and Lynn White, WSP, described how the process works.  Law enforcement agencies issue the CLP.  Department of Licensing is the keeper of the CPL records.  The Washington State Patrol controls access to the records.   

Courts do not have access to these records in the courtrooms because the computers that access this information need to be in a secured place.  This is one of the challenges.  The information can be requested prior to a hearing from an agency that does have access, such as the prosecuting attorney’s or clerks office.  However, even if the prosecutor’s office agrees to provide the records to the court, prosecutors are not usually present in civil proceedings.  

A judicial officer can require a defendant to surrender a CLP. Notice is sent to DOL who then makes the change in the system.  This is another area of concern given that many courts submit their records to DOL twice a month, delaying records updating.  

Another challenge in the current procedure is that DOL does not have access to criminal records.  They have to confirm the conviction with WSP.  WSP has to confirm the conviction before the license is revoked.  

The major issue with revoking CLPs is that agencies still use regular mail which creates a significant time gap in the passing of information.  Currently, the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) has an electronic process in place for Superior Courts but not for Municipal and District Court.  

 

ACTION:  Myra will invite the Washington Association of Sheriff’s and Police Chiefs to attend the next Commission meeting.  

 

ACTION:  Bernie and Myra will develop a proposal for next steps that will be presented at the next Commission meeting.  This will include:

v  meeting with AOC to discuss the possibility of affording Municipal and District Court the ability to get the information electronically

v  meeting with Merrie Goff about the possibility of modifying the current forms to ensure the appropriate information is listed

v  A conference call with Bernie, DOL representative, WSP representative, Judge Riehl, Judge Wickham, Judge Dubuque, Judge Derr, Judge Matheson, Judge Tompkins, Justice Madsen, and Myra to discuss options and finalize the proposal.

 

 

Update and Discussion on Research Topics
Justice Madsen explained that the Research Subcommittee had a conference call and generated a list of potential research topics.

 

Tom George reviewed the list with Commission members:

v  Prevalence of intimate partner violence in Washington State

v  Gender bias in judicial screenings and evaluations (Tom noted this may be the most difficult)

v  Examination of parenting plans and residential time schedules (Tom noted that some of this information is currently being gathered by the Center for Court Research through another request.  He will look into data sharing.)

v  Experiences of domestic violence (DV) in female juvenile offenders

v  Judicial officer’s knowledge of DV issues (possible survey)

v  Court experiences of Gay, Lesbian, Bi-sexual and Transgender Persons (demographic questions that could be added to a general survey)

v  Ways to improve WSP reporting of DV data

v  Prevalence of sexual assault in marital relationships

v  Technical assistance to STOP grant recipients regarding program evaluations.  

 

Justice Madsen talked about a study that was conducted regarding evaluation of judges.  The study found that the gender and race seem to affect the results.  White men received the highest rating, followed by men of color, white women and women of color, who were rated substantially lower.  

 

ACTION:  Justice Madsen will forward to Tom the research on gender bias in judicial evaluations.

 

Commissioners discussed requiring more substantial evaluations on the part of STOP grant recipients.  Tom may be able to provide technical assistance.  Given the size of the grants and the limited resources of the grantees, perhaps small changes in the application and reporting process would be sufficient.

 

Some issues and questions arose during the discussion among Commission members:

v  Is it appropriate to include brothers and sisters in the definition of domestic violence?

v  Should the definition of domestic violence be limited to intimate partners or should elders and children be included?

 

It was pointed out that under the current law, a fight between brothers can be charged as domestic violence.  This is an area that requires further review.  

 

Commissioners expressed interest in examining the effectiveness of Batterers Treatment programs.  It was reported that there is data saying that 70% of people who are participate in these programs fail to complete them.  Department of Social and Health Services has a list of programs that meet the requirements for certification but they do not measure the effectiveness of the programs.  

 

Commissioners expressed that judicial officers also have their own perceptions and what they believe works and their favorite programs.  

 

The Attorney General’s office and King County are both looking into the effectiveness of batterer’s programs.  Jeff Edelson is assisting King County.  There may also be trial court improvement funds to assist in measuring effectiveness.  

 

One of the challenges for judges is sending inappropriate people to batterer intervention programs, for example brother on brother assault.  

 

 

ACTION:  Yvonne will propose a session on conducting program evaluations to the District and Municipal Court Administrators’ Association.  The purpose of the session is to build the skills of those working in the courts so everyone can work together in measuring effectiveness.

 
ACTION:  Myra will find out where the AOC is in terms of selecting court performance measures.

 

ACTION:  Jeri Costa, Grace Huang, Judge Tompkins, Justice Madsen, Tom George and Myra will have another conference call to discuss the proposed research topics and prepare a recommendation for a Research Plan that will be presented at the next Commission meeting.  Tom encouraged Commissioners to think about projects that can be completed in about a year.

 

 

Annual Report
Dexter Mejia presented a mock-up for review by Commission members.  Commissioners approved the theme “Making a Difference” and the new format.  Several members applauded the inclusion of special recognition for Gloria Hemmen.  There was a request to include the map that has been in past reports illustrating Commission sponsored grants, programs, and summits.  

Quotes from those who received grants or training will be added to the report along with captions under the photos.  Future commission plans will be included in the letter from Justice Madsen. 

ACTION:  Myra will send a copy of the Annual Report to Commissioners and they will send her their suggestions for modifications and additions.  She will also confirm permission to use the photos.

 

ACTION:  Dexter and Myra will continue to work on the Annual Report and send an updated version to Commissioners for final review before it is printed and distributed.

 

Legislation Synopsis and Commission Discussion
Lynne Alfasso, AOC legal advisor for the Commission, provided a legislative update. The following bills were delivered to the Governor for signature:

 

	Substitute House Bill 1421
	Modifying Address Confidentiality Program provisions

	Substitute House Bill 2602
	Victims’ Employment Leave

	Second Substitute House Bill 3104
	Domestic Partnerships

	Substitute Senate Bill 6322
	Definition of Weapon in Court Facilities

	Substitute Senate Bill 6339
	Victims of Trafficking

	Engrossed Senate Bill 6357 (HB 2563)
	Domestic Violence Service of Process

	Substitute Senate Bill 6500
	Leave Sharing for Victims


 

She also reviewed the bills that did not pass this session. 

After the synopsis Justice Madsen asked the Commissioners if they wanted to take a more active role during the legislative session.  She introduced Mellani McAleenan, Executive Director of Planning and Policy, who was present to discuss the topic with the Commissioners.  Justice Madsen stated that the Commission would need to be careful to ensure their work is coordinated with the Board for Judicial Administration (BJA) since the courts influence is strengthened when it has a unified voice.  Not all bills of interest to the Commission would be of interest to BJA.  It was expressed that sometimes the domestic violence groups would like the legislature to hear from the Commission regarding proposed legislation.  The challenge of maintaining the neutrality of the courts while recognizing the needs of the domestic violence community is a balance the Commission wants to reach.

The Commissioners expressed their interest in being more active during the next session.  Action could be letters of support, making requests of BJA to support legislation, and/or Commission members testifying on particular bills.  Lynne would track the legislation and ensure Commissioners are kept abreast of activity.  The Commissioners would be ready to meet if needed to coordinate a response. It was suggested that a subcommittee be appointed to review legislation and make recommendations to the Commission as a whole.  They talked about linking Commission members with legislators if it would be beneficial to make contact from the same region.  Contact trees were also mentioned as a way to respond quickly.  

Mellani agreed to recommend to other groups or task forces that the Commission be involved in bills or activities that would be of interest to their work and mission.  She will provide the Commission with a final report that also includes implementation plans. 

 
Victim Conference Report
Bernie Ryan attended a Victim’s Conference in December for the Commission.  He reported the highlights of the conference.  He stated that he learned there are ways that people can track other people fairly easily.  Some of the products mentioned were Spoofcard.com, Sprint Family Locator, and Caller ID Spoofing.  There was one called Flexispy which asks the question “Is your spouse cheating on you?”

 

Commissioners discussed possible ways to reduce use of these tools to track victims:

v  Legislation that would make it illegal to use GPS to track people.

v  Training on the new technology for people in rural areas so they are aware of the dangers.  Teresa Atkinson was recommended as a possible trainer.

v  Revise current protection orders by adding a section on technology restrictions.

v  Create a “Hot Topics” sheet that is given to courts and the community, periodically highlighting new issues and trends.  

 
Domestic Violence Summit in Spokane
Judge Tompkins presented the Summit plans for Spokane.  Current partners are the Superior and District Court, the YWCA, District Court Probation, Prosecuting Attorney, and local law enforcement. 

 

She reviewed the program, which at this time focused on the court process.  Commissioners expressed concern that the program was too narrow and encouraged broadening the involvement to include the businesses, hospitals or health clinics, schools, churches, and community groups.

 

Commissioners suggested possible resources:

v  DSHS may be willing to copy and print materials.

v  Businesses may be willing to fund the lunch.

v  Courts may be able to print materials.

v  The Kalispell and Coeur d’Alene Tribal Nations may be willing to contribute funds.

 

Commissioners approved up to $6000 to assist in funding the Summit.

 

ACTION:  Myra will schedule a call with Judge Tompkins, Judge Riehl, Patty Wheeler, Justice Madsen and Myra to discuss Summit planning.

 
Color of Justice Program
Professor Martin reported that Seattle University will host the Color of Justice program in May.  Bernie Ryan, Judge Riehl, Justice Smith, Justice Madsen, and Myra will work with Professor Martin on the program.

 

Professor Martin stressed that the program needs to be very interactive to maintain the interest of the youth.  One of the program ideas was to use MySpace as a way of illustrating potential legal issues as well as personal situations that could affect a youth later in life.

 

ACTION:  Myra will arrange a conference call with Judy Fortier, Carol Cochran, Lori Bannai, Susan McClellan, and Commission members Bernie Ryan, Justice Smith, Justice Madsen and Myra.  The purpose of the call is to solidify the program.  

 
Success:  Inside and Out
Yvonne Pettus reported on the meeting she and Myra had with the Department of Corrections (DOC).  DOC wants to collaborate on the project.  It was decided the first program would be at the Washington Corrections Center for Women in Purdy, the second at Mission Ridge possibly a month later, and maybe a third in Spokane next Spring.  They will identify the members of their planning team and give that to Myra.

 

Some of the individuals and groups that will be contacted for their support and possible assistance are:

v  Justice Fairhurst

v  Justice Owens

v  Washington Women Lawyers

v  The Tulalip and Muckleshoot Tribes

v  Minority Bar Association

v  Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence 

v  Local YWCA

 

ACTION:  Myra will arrange a meeting with Professor Martin, Justice Smith, Grace Huang, Yvonne Pettus, Justice Madsen and the DOC planning team.  The purpose of the meeting will be solidify the program, begin discussion regarding possible topics and presenters, and selecting a date for the event..  

 

Appointment of Nomination Committee
Judge Tompkins term on the Commission ends in June.  Judge Matheson, Judge Dubuque, and Justice Madsen will be the nominating committee that will bring recommendations to the May Commission meeting.

 

ACTION:  Myra will arrange a conference call for the committee to discuss how they would like to proceed in identifying potential successors for Judge Tompkins.

 
Attendance at the American Bar Association Meeting
Judge Riehl requested $500 as partial reimbursement for costs incurred in attending and participating in the American Bar Association annual meeting in New York City in August 2008.  He will attend the ABA Commission on Domestic Violence meeting and a program entitled “Maze of Injustice; The Failure to Protect Indigenous Women from Sexual Violence in the USA.”  He will provide a report to the Commission upon his return.  

The request was approved. 

Meeting was adjourned
