Gender and Justice Commission
Friday, May 09, 2008
9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Meeting Minutes
 

 
Members in Attendance:  Justice Barbara Madsen, Judge Sara Derr, Judge Joan DuBuque, Ms. Lisa Hayes (by telephone), Ms. Grace Huang, Judge Cynthia Jordan, Mr. Michael Killian, Professor Natasha Martin, Judge Craig Matheson, Ms. Leslie Owen, Judge James Riehl, Mr. Bernie Ryan, Justice Jane Smith, Mr. Daniel Thieme, Judge Linda Tompkins, Judge Chris Wickham, and Ms. Myra Downing, Commission Coordinator.

Guests:  Ms. Lynn Alfasso, Ms. Sharon Eckholm, Dr. Tom George

Members Absent:  Ms. Barbara Carr, Ms. Jeri Costa, Ms. Yvonne Pettus, and Judge John Schultheis.  

 

 
COMMISSION BUSINESS
March 14, 2008 meeting minutes were read and approved.

 

Gender and Justice Commission Budget Report  
The Commission is solvent and has sufficient funds for the rest of the year.  This includes providing funding for the Women Spirit event that occurred in April, six judicial officers attending training, and providing funding for the Spokane Summit.

Per legislative mandate, funds are not allowed to be carried over even though two year budgets are approved.  This means that there will be less extra funds next year.

 

 

STOP Grants
v  2005 STOP grant contract is completed.
 

v  2006 STOP grants have been extended for one year to allow those receiving funds to complete their projects.
 

v  2007 STOP grants are been selected and contracts have been written.  Funds were set aside to fund judicial training.
 

 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM STATUS REPORTS
 

SCJA Sexual Violence Session Review 

Catherine Carroll provided a review of the education program, Sexual Violence:  Ethical Dilemmas for the Courts program.  This session was cosponsored by the SCJA Equity and Fairness Committee.  The session received high marks from participants.  The content of the session was based on the work done by Commission members working with Catherine to identify decision making areas that could be affected by judicial biases regarding sexual violence or lack of knowledge on the subject.  Participants were divided into groups and asked to discuss scenarios developed by the committee.  The selected scenarios provided stimulus for active participation from the judicial officers.  

 

DMCJA War and the Courts Session 
Judge Riehl provided an overview of the program, Effects of the War on Returning Men and Women Soldiers, that will be offered in June.  The session had three major components:  how the current war is different from previous wars focusing on multiple deployments, increase in traumatic brain injuries and post traumatic stress disorder, and identifying behaviors and possible treatment approaches available to judicial officers.  

 

Commissioners discussed the relevance of the session for all judicial officers and recommended it be submitted for consideration at a future Annual Judicial Conference or Spring Superior Court conference.  

 

 

Color of Justice 
Professor Martin reviewed the program scheduled in May.  The program will include two panels.  One panel consists of professionals who “tell their story.”  The other panel consists of professionals who talk about their path to becoming lawyers.  In addition, there will be two activity sessions:  one is a mock trial with students taking roles and the other is “Hats in the Classroom,” exploring the challenge of applying the law in different situations.  The session will close with a motivational speaker.  

 

 

PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS STATUS REPORTS
 

DV Summit 
Judge Tompkins reviewed the plans for the Spokane Summit to be held in June.  The planning group had a breakfast with potential people and agencies that are affected by or interested in working on domestic violence issues.  Students at Gonzaga University developed a video that will be used at the summit to illustrate the path of a person who is a victim or perpetrator of domestic violence.  Showing of the video will be followed by discussion among groups regarding situations in Spokane and how it can be improved or enhanced.  Questions will be solicited prior to the event and opportunities for answers will be built in the program. The mayor will be the opening speaker.  Medical, employment, and educational representatives are just a few of the groups that will be represented at the summit.

 

ACTION:  Myra will arrange a call with Judge Riehl and Judge Tompkins to allow for sharing of ideas and assistance in planning.

 

Research Topics Discussion 
Justice Madsen and Dr. George discussed the three research priorities selected by the Commission sub-committee:

 

v  STOP Grant Recipients.  Dr. George will evaluate the grantee reporting process to determine the types of technical assistance that might be offered. 
v  Build off of current research being conducted.  Dr. George will be developing a report on Residential Time Summary Reports.  He will keep the Commission informed of its progress and request input from the Commission on analyses involving domestic violence information.
v  Gender Differences in Domestic Violence: Dr. George presented information on gender differences in intimate partner violence in Washington.  The Commission expressed interest in further research on gender differences in the issuance of protection orders, and arrests and convictions for DV. 
 
ACTION:  The research subcommittee will hold a conference call to discuss this issue in more detail.  
 

 

NEW BUSINESS
 
Request for Possible Speakers 
There was a request for people who could serve as part of a panel to discuss domestic violence issues associated with interpreters working with non-English speaking people.  Commissioners were requested to let Myra know if they would be interested or if they could recommend anyone.

 

Domestic Violence Review 
Grace Huang led a discussion that began with a review of the three domestic violence scenarios that ended in fatalities in King County.  Some of the questions and challenges that arose from the discussion were:

v  How many orders are issued and how many appear to work?
v  Can we determine how many domestic violence events occur where a prior protection order was not issued compared to the number of events where no order has been issued? 
v  There is a need for people to get information about whether a protection order reduces the chances of continued violence, as well as about how often others are aware of abusive behavior before a homicide occurs.
v  How do we resolve the difficulties of obtaining a protection order when children are involved?  
 

There was discussion that currently the system is doing a poor job of addressing protection orders and family law in the same cause number.  The judges felt one of the issues was the lack of mandatory forms requiring use of the actual protection order forms in a family law action.  Even though parenting plan or child support forms incorporate the protection order form, the judges believe that separate forms should be used.

 

There was discussion of the uniform approach taken by Kitsap County and the strategies to ensure that each court knows what the other is doing.  

 

ACTION:  Myra will ask Merrie Gough to review the results of the work that was done on evaluating how courts were incorporating protection orders in family law actions.  

 
 

Commission Retreat 
Justice Madsen and Myra talked with Commissioners about whether to schedule a planning retreat.  Commissioners agreed that a retreat will be useful.  

 

ACTION:  Myra will look into possible sites and dates and report back to Commission members.

 

 
Gender Differences Video 
Myra explained that there is a video that discusses gender differences.  Justice Madsen and Myra will show it to AOC staff and allow time for discussion.  

 

ACTION:  Show the video at the next Commission meeting.

 

 
Special Recognition 
Judge Tompkins was recognized for her years of service on the Commission.  

 

ACTION:  Justice Madsen, Judge Dubuque, Judge Matheson, and Judge Wickham will have a conference call to discuss the identification and selection of a new Commission member.

 

Adjournment
 

 

