Washington State Gender and Justice Commission
Friday, January, 9, 2009 
Meeting Minutes
 
Members present:  Justice Barbara Madsen, Judge Vicki Churchill, Judge Sara Derr, Ms. Grace Huang, Judge Cynthia Jordan, Mr. Mike Killian, Judge Craig Matheson, Ms. Leslie Owen, Ms. Yvonne Pettus, Judge James Riehl, Mr. Bernie Ryan, Judge Chris Wickham, and Ms. Myra Downing, Commission Coordinator.
 
Members absent:  Ms. Barbara Carr, Ms. Jeri Costa, Judge Joan Dubuque, Ms. Lisa Hayes, Professor Natasha Martin, and Judge John Schultheis.
 
Guests:  Mr. Chris Johnson, Mr. David Martin, Mr. Chris Ruhl, and Ms. Janet Skreen. 
 
 
COMMISSION BUSINESS
 
November 14, 2008, meeting minutes were approved.
 
Gender and Justice Commission Budget Report
Expenditures fall within the range budgeted for the year.
 
2006, 2007, and 2008 STOP Grant Reports
· 2006 STOP grants need to be expended by the end of March, 2009.  Some of the unexpended funds were used to pay for a portion of the Commission retreat because of the focus on domestic violence, stalking, and sexual assault. 

· Some funds were reserved for judicial officer training in the 2007 STOP grant funds 
· 2008 STOP grant RFP was issued in December, 2008.  The applications are due on Thursday, January 15, 2009.  
 
ACTION:  Judge Vicki Churchill, Ms. Grace Huang, Judge Cynthia Jordan, Ms. Leslie Owen, Justice Madsen, Dr. Tom George, and Ms. Myra Downing will review the applications and make funding recommendations.  Dr. George will work with the Commission and selected applicants in determining an appropriate means of evaluation. The committee will report its selections and recommendations at the March meeting.
 
 
PRESENTATIONS
 
Attorney General’s Domestic Violence Advisory Committee
Mr. Chris Johnson, Policy Director for the Attorney General’s (AG) Office and Mr. David Martin, Chair of the Sanctions Committee for the AG’s Office presented on the work being accomplished by the AG’s Domestic Violence Advisory Committee.  
 
The Committee has been in existence for several years.  One of the first major accomplishments was the passage of new legislation establishing 2nd degree assault by strangulation.  In addition, the Committee requested that the Washington Institute for Public Policy conduct research to quantify the impact of repeat domestic violence offenders.  
 
The Attorney General's (AG) Office is proposing Sentencing Reform legislation for chronic/recidivist Felony Domestic Violence offenders.  The AG’s Office is proposing legislation that will change the law so that all offenses, regardless of victim, are counted when determining the appropriate sanction.  The change would mean each domestic violence charge will be counted regardless if is against the same or different partner.  
 
Dissolution Task Force Report Training Update
Ms. Janet Skreen, member of the Dissolution Task Force, reported on the training plans recommended by the Dissolution Task Force.  There is $100,000 for training that must be expended by June 2009.  The money is intended to train the person designated as the first point of contact.  A small group is working on developing some core curriculum that could be used for the first point of contact, evaluators, dispute resolution center staff, and Court Clerk’s staff.  She pointed out that Guardian ad Litems already receive basic domestic violence training.  Advanced training for GALs was considered, but deemed beyond the perameters of the Task Force’s charge.  
 
There was discussion regarding a process to ensure ongoing coordination and collaboration with Task Force participants.  
 
ACTION:  Ms. Grace Huang will send Ms. Myra Downing names and contact information for groups and organizations that participated in the Task Force.  The Commission will consider developing collaborative relationships with these groups.
 
 
PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS STATUS REPORTS
 
Retreat Findings and Next Steps
Justice Madsen reviewed the summary report of the December 2008 retreat with Commission members and led a discussion about next steps.  It was agreed that the Commission would focus on the four strategic priorities with Commission members working on one or more of each of these areas:
1. Increase awareness of gender inequality in the legal profession and leverage effective responses to gender inequality. 

2. Establish effective domestic violence structures in local jurisdictions through Washington State including structures that address the problems posed by cyber stalking and new and emerging forms of violence. 

3. Establish approaches for assuring the continuity of services needed by the increasing numbers of incarcerated women and girls in Washington State. 

4. Establish approaches for understanding and addressing the nexus of immigration, culture, and domestic violence.  
 
ACTION:  Commission members will list their preferred areas in order of interest and give to Ms. Downing.  Justice Madsen and Ms. Downing will use the lists to ensure that all areas have sufficient support from Commission members.  
 
ACTION:  Myra will arrange conference calls for each of the four groups before the next meeting.  She will provide Commission members with a list of the current ongoing projects and make sure that information is given to the appropriate committee. 
 
ACTION:  The four committees will report their proposed plans during the March 2009 Commission meeting.
 
 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM REPORTS
 
District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association (DMCJA) 
Conference Proposal
Myra Downing reported on the call she had with Judge Judy Jasprica and Judge Susan Dubuisson.  The DMCJA has requested assistance from the Commission in developing an advanced domestic violence session focusing on best practices in perpetrator treatment.
 
During the conference call, the following format was proposed:
· Domestic Violence Expert on Best Practices for treating batterers would open the session. 

· This would be followed up by a panel consisting of two therapists providing treatment and two judges.  Scenarios would be developed that would allow judicial officers to select a proposed response and discuss their decision.  
· Then the therapists and judges would discuss their considerations and what they would do. 
 
The intent is to explore the situations that do not have an easy answer.  
 
ACTION:  Judge Derr, Ms. Huang, Judge Jordan, Mr. Killian, Justice Madsen and Ms. Downing will work with the DMCJA representatives on the Domestic Violence educational program.
 
 
Annual Conference Proposal
· The Commission will be submitting proposals on the following topics to the Annual Fall Conference Committee: 

· Immigration 

· Trafficking 

· Women in the Military 

 
NEW BUSINESS
 
2008 Annual Report
 
ACTION:  Mr. Killian, Mr. Ryan, Justice Smith, and Ms. Downing will work on the design and draft of the 2008 Annual Report for review by the Commission.
 
SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS  
Ms. Downing reported that research and other materials will be provided at each meeting on topics of interest for the Commission.
 
Meeting was adjourned at 12:10 p.m.  
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