Washington State Supreme Court

Gender and Justice Commission

September 10, 2010, Meeting Notes

Members in Attendance:  Chief Justice Barbara Madsen, Chair, Ms. Barbara Carr, Judge Vickie Churchill, Ms. Laura Contreras, Ms. Jeri Costa, Judge Sara Derr, Ms. Ruth Gordon, Ms. Lisa Hayes, Ms. Grace Huang, Judge Cynthia Jordan, Ms. Judith Lonnquist, Judge Craig Matheson, Judge Alicia Nakata, Ms. Leslie Owen, Ms. Yvonne Pettus, Mr. Bernie Ryan, Judge Ann Schindler, and Ms. Myra Downing, staff.  
Members Absent:  Judge Joan Dubuque, Professor Natasha Martin, Justice Jane Smith, and Judge Chris Wickham.

Guests in Attendance:  Ms. Heather Morford, Dr. Tom George, and Dr. Sarah Veele-Brice

May 2010 minutes reviewed and approved.

STAFF REPORT
The Commission has not received a final decision on their budget and is being very judicious in expenditures.

STOP Grant Programs
The STOP grant programs are proceeding as planned and within their budgets.  Funds were set aside for the statewide domestic violence protocol work addressing no-contact and protection orders as well as surfacing potential or existing challenges and seeking cross-jurisdictional solutions.

The following judicial officers attended National Domestic Violence Training:

Enhancing Judicial Skills in DV Cases (April 2010)

· Judge Tam Bui, Snohomish County District Court

· Judge Kathryn Nelson, Pierce County Superior Court

· Judge Peter Strow, Island County District Court

· Commissioner Richard Weber, Okanogan County Superior Court

Continuing Judicial Skills in Domestic Violence (June 2010)
· Judge Michael Evans, Cowlitz County District Court

· Judge Kimi Kondo, Seattle Municipal Court

· Judge David Mitchell, Everett Municipal Court

· Judge Marilyn Paja, Kitsap County District Court

· Judge Linda Portnoy, Lake Forest Park Municipal Court

· Judge Carrie Runge, Benton/Franklin Superior Court

· Judge James Swanger, Clark County District Court

Elder Abuse (October 2010)

· Commissioner Gary Bashor, Cowlitz County Superior Court

· Judge Anna Laurie, Kitsap County Superior Court

· Commissioner Tracy Mitchell, Lewis County Superior Court

IT Governance Model

There is a new governance model for the Judicial Information System Committee (JISC).  While the Gender and Justice Commission (Commission) is not part of that model, the ability to review the proposals before they are accepted has been granted.  This will allow the Commission to provide input before a project is accepted and increases the likelihood that issues and questions of interest and importance to our work are included in the work plan.

In Her Shoes

Thurston County court has requested that the Commission conduct the “In Her Shoes” exercise for their judicial officers and court staff.

CHAIR REPORT

National Association of Women Judges (NAWJ) District Meeting
The NAWJ District meeting was held in Seattle on June 25-26, 2010.  Educational programs were attended by judicial officers and attorneys.  The topics were Cyberstalking, “In Her Shoes” simulation, and alternative ways to enhance learning for youth participating in the Color of Justice Program, and other law related topics.

NAWJ Scholarship

The Commission secured a scholarship from the National Association of Women Judges.  The scholarship will be granted to a student attending Gonzaga Law School.

ACTION:  Ms. Myra Downing will create and mail the scholarship packet to Gonzaga Law School to distribute to their students.  Chief Justice Barbara Madsen, Judge Vickie Churchill, Ms. Jeri Costa, Judge Cynthia Jordan, Ms. Judith Lonnquist, and Judge Ann Schindler will review the applications and select the scholarship recipient.
Commission Vacancies
Three Commission members have completed their terms so there are three vacancies.
ACTION:  Ms. Myra Downing will collect the names of potential members.  Chief Justice Barbara Madsen, Ms. Laura Contreras, Judge Craig Matheson, Ms. Leslie Owen, and Mr. Bernie Ryan have agreed to review the applications and make a recommendation to the Commission for consideration.

PRESENTATION

Dr. Tom George and Dr. Sara Veele-Brice with the Washington State Center for Court Research (WSCCR) did a presentation on a grant they just received.

They, in collaboration with the Office of Financial Management (OFM), applied for a federal State Justice Statistics grant in the spring.  The grant was awarded this summer and is a one-year grant that runs through June 30, 2011.  The activities are limited to statistical analyses of existing databases.  OFM will be addressing issues related to sex offenders, and the WSCCR will be answering three questions:

1. Are sex offender’s specialist or generalists?

2. Does a juvenile offender’s criminal career predict adult sexual offending?

3. What, if any, offenses are “gateway” crimes to sexual offending?

ACTION:  Ms. Jeri Costa, Judge Craig Matheson, Judge Alicia Nakata, Judge Ann Schindler, and Ms. Downing will work with Dr. Tom George and Dr. Sara Veele-Brice as a review team for the work of the grant.
PROJECT UPDATE

Domestic Violence Protocols Project
Mr. Bernie Ryan provided an update on the Domestic Violence Protocol Project.  A survey was sent to over 1,000 people and approximately 300 replied.  As of the Commission meeting, seven regional meetings had occurred.  Eight more are planned.

Three topics were on the agenda:

1. Review and recommendations regarding modifications to the No-Contact Form.

2. Gather suggestions for policies that would allow a person who is a victim of domestic violence the ability to request a modification or rescission of a no-contact order.

3. Identification of current practices and possible solutions that would reduce the number of conflicting and/or duplicative no-contact and protection orders.

A group will meet in early October to review the information received from the surveys and during the meetings and make recommendations on the three topics mentioned.  Participants will include representatives from the Commission, the trial courts, County Clerks, advocates, prosecutors, law enforcement, and the defense bar.

State Justice Institute Grant
Judge Ann Schindler provided an update to Commission members.  She and Judge Mary Yu will Co-Chair a statewide Immigration Advisory Committee comprised of representatives of the trial court associations, court manager associations, Access to Justice, the County Clerks, and the law schools.
Commission members identified some immigration areas of concern to them:

· Ineffective representation of counsel;

· Dependency cases – children being taken away;

· People not getting access to interpreters;

· People not knowing the law and mistrusting the legal community;

· Immigration status in domestic violence cases; and

· Immigration and Custom Enforcement (ICE) arresting people in the courtroom.

The SJI Advisory Committee will be working on addressing these and other issues through education and information sharing.
RECOGNITION OF RETIRING COMMISSION MEMBERS

Chief Justice Barbara Madsen recognized the work of Ms. Jeri Costa, Ms. Lisa Hayes, and Ms. Grace Huang.  She stressed how the significant amount of time they volunteered to work on Commission activities and the sharing of their talents clearly increased gender equity and reduced gender bias with the court communities.
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