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AOC SeaTac Office 
SeaTac, Washington 

 
 
Members Present:  Chief Justice Gerry L. Alexander, Chair; Judge Vickie Churchill, 
Member-Chair; Judge Marlin Appelwick; Judge Rebecca Baker; Judge Ronald 
Culpepper; Judge Sara Derr; Judge Susan Dubuisson; Judge Tari Eitzen; Judge 
Deborah Fleck; Mr. Jeff Hall; Mr. Mark Johnson; Judge Michael Lambo; Ms. Paula 
Littlewood; Justice Barbara Madsen; Judge Robert McSeveney; Judge Marilyn Paja; 
Judge Glenn Phillips; and Judge Christine Quinn-Brintnall 
 
Guests Present:  Mr. M. Wayne Blair, Ms. Marti Maxwell, Ms. Barb Miner, and  
Ms. Sharon Paradis 
 
Staff Present:  Ms. Ashley DeMoss, Ms. Beth Flynn, Mr. Dirk Marler, Ms. Mellani 
McAleenan, Ms. Regina McDougall, and Mr. Chris Ruhl 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chief Justice Alexander. 
 
April 17, 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 

It was moved by Judge Paja and seconded by Judge Culpepper to approve 
the April 17, 2009 BJA meeting minutes.  The motion carried.  

 
Proposed BJA Rule Change 
 
Judge Churchill stated that alternating the Member Chair position between the Superior 
Court Judges’ Association (SCJA) and the District and Municipal Court Judges’ 
Association (DMCJA) created a limited number of potential Member Chairs.  The 
proposed BJA Rule change would result in more BJA members being eligible to serve 
as the Member Chair. 
 
On behalf of the DMCJA Board, Judge Dubuisson requested that this item be removed 
from the agenda and tabled for two months.  During that time, the DMCJA will revise 
their Bylaws to align with the proposed BJA revisions. 
 
Judge Fleck gave a brief background on this proposed rule change.  She began 
discussing this idea with Mr. Hall last fall because it became necessary to try to do 
something like this when changes were made to the BJA Bylaws specifying 1) that trial 
judges would be the Member Chair, and 2) that the DMCJA and SCJA would alternate 
as Member Chair.  Judge Fleck questioned why the DMCJA needs to continue this 
issue for two months. 
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It was moved by Judge Dubuisson to table this agenda item for two 
months.  The motion died for lack of a second. 

 
It was moved by Judge Fleck and seconded by Judge Lambo to 
recommend to the Supreme Court the proposed revisions to the BJA rules.  
The motion carried with Judge Dubuisson opposing the motion. 

 
Appointment to Civil Legal Aid Oversight Committee 
 
The BJA received a letter from Judge Lesley Allan requesting her reappointment to the 
Civil Legal Aid Oversight Committee for a three-year term ending June 30, 2012. 
 

It was moved by Judge Fleck and seconded by Judge Baker to reappoint 
Judge Lesley Allan to the Washington State Civil Legal Aid Oversight 
Committee.  The motion carried. 

 
Member Chair Election 
 
Judge Paja recommended Judges Derr and Dubuisson as BJA Member Chair 
candidates.  
 
Judge Derr said she originally thought the two-year Member Chair position required that 
the member’s term couldn’t end within the Member Chair term.  She wanted to leave the 
choice with the BJA to decide what is the most advantageous for the BJA—to have a 
one-year term for two different BJA members, or another option.  Judge Derr’s BJA term 
expires in 2010 and it is possible Judge Dubuisson will not run for re-election to the 
bench in 2010.  Judge Derr is hoping that the vote of the membership will let the 
DMCJA know what is the best scenario regarding the Member Chair position.  
 
This item will be on the action calendar next month. 
 
Legislative Report 
 
Ms. McAleenan reported that the Legislature adjourned on schedule on April 26.  There 
was talk of having a special legislative session in May but they are no longer 
considering it.  There is about $750,000,000 in the state reserves. 
 
All of the BJA legislative agenda bills that passed have been signed by the Governor.  
They include:  HB 1158, electronic juror signatures; SB 5135, King County district court 
judges; SB 5102, Benton County District Court judges; HB 1205, Court of Appeals judge 
(not funded by the Legislature); and HB 1238, juvenile case records access.   
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SB 5732, concerning traffic infractions for drivers whose licenses or privileges are 
suspended or revoked, was scheduled to be signed by the Governor yesterday. 
 
The DMCJA bill SB 5277, district court clerk fees, was signed by the Governor.   
HB 1257, eliminating the requirement that courts segregate deferred prosecution files, 
was also signed by the Governor. 
 
Tolling on the 520 bridge will begin October 10, 2010.  A work group was created to 
figure out tolling issues and will meet over the course of the summer to work out the 
logistics of the toll cases.  The AOC will stay involved with the work group.  HB 2211 
authorized the tolling and the budget created the work group. 
 
Budget Update 
 
A budget spreadsheet was distributed in the meeting materials.  The “Percent 
Reduction” amounts listed on the spreadsheet show the amount of reductions to 
operational funds.  For example, while the AOC’s total budget is reduced by only 8%, 
that represents a 19.3% reduction within areas of the budget which are not restricted.  
Some funds, such as the Judicial Information System Account, superior court judges’ 
salaries, and the Becca and Truancy pass-through programs are restricted and 
protected in the budget from reductions.  Those fund amounts are not included in the 
overall AOC budget when determining the percentage of reductions to AOC.  The 
19.3% reduction will be applied to the AOC budget and the pass-through funds that are 
not restricted. 
 
Mr. Hall explained that the Legislature did not fund merit or step increases for the 
Supreme Court or Court of Appeals, magnifying the impact of the reductions.  Some 
headway was made for the Law Library, with a final reduction of approximately 17% as 
opposed to earlier budgets which included reductions of over 20%. 
 
The Office of Public Defense (OPD) and the Office of Civil Legal Aid (OCLA) budgets 
fared relatively well, with small reductions to each budget.   
 
The Judicial Stabilization Trust Account (JSTA) backfills some of the former General 
Fund (GF) budget items for judicial branch agencies.  The JSTA bill (HB 2362) was 
introduced very late in the session and the original bill increased appellate filing fees by 
$200 and also backfilled the Law Library funding with a WSBA dues increase.  Chief 
Justice Alexander testified against the bill and others also spoke in opposition to it.  It is 
significant to note that the bill directed all of the surcharge into the new JSTA.  Word 
was received that the Legislature would pass the bill as introduced, but that the 
Legislature would consider any alternatives offered by the judiciary.  After the April BJA 
meeting a group of judicial branch stakeholders met to discuss proposing an alternative 
for the Legislature to consider.  Following discussion, an alternate proposal was agreed 
upon to limit the time of the fee increases and set smaller fee increases--$30 for 



Board for Judicial Administration 
May 15, 2009 Meeting Minutes 
Page 4 of 8 
 
 
superior and $20 for district court civil filings and $10 for district court small claims 
cases.  In communicating the alternate proposal, the judiciary indicated they did not 
support the alternative, but would not oppose it either.  Following a close vote in the 
House and a close vote in the Senate in which several amendments were proposed to 
lower the fees further still, the Legislature passed the bill as proposed. 
 
A few things happened during the session with the Judicial Information System (JIS) 
funding.  The Legislature swept a $10 million fund balance from the JIS account.  On 
the positive side, they did fund some policy requests from the JIS account enabling the 
Court Management System project to move forward and continue to make progress. 
 
The AOC has been preparing for budget reductions since March 2008 and has been 
holding positions vacant.  Mr. Hall has been working with managers and the Leadership 
Team at AOC to figure out how to manage the budget given the amount of the 
reductions.  They have worked well together in identifying the reductions.  Everyone 
took the reductions seriously in January and February so when the final budget was 
passed by the Legislature, AOC was in a position to deal with the reductions.  Mr. Hall is 
just about finished with an internal budget plan for the agency. 
 
Mr. Hall will distribute budget information broadly in the next few weeks with specifics 
regarding the budget reductions.  Judge Fleck suggested that when AOC 
communicates with the court community, it would be helpful to include information 
regarding AOC’s statutory duties.  It would also be helpful to remind everyone of the 
AOC divisions and what they are charged with. 
 
Judge Churchill stated she thought the judiciary went down the right path in Justice in 
Jeopardy (JIJ) funding and are on a slippery slope and need to ramp this up again.  
Judge Fleck said that JIJ held onto 96% of the funding that was gained over the last few 
years.  That is a real success in this economic environment. 
 
Judge Paja indicated that she hopes the JIJ Implementation Committee (JIJIC) 
becomes more active in the coming year.  Judge Paja, Mr. Hall, and Judge Stephen 
Warning just attended a summit sponsored by the ABA.  Essentially, one of the things 
they talked about is that some states have convinced their legislatures that the judicial 
branch budget should be a certain percentage of the state budget.  Another state’s 
budget is created based on several factors including population growth, etc. 
 
Access to Justice Board (ATJ) 
 
Mr. Blair reported that the ATJ conference will be held the weekend of May 29 in 
Yakima.   
 
The ATJ Board recently celebrated its 15th anniversary and Chief Justice Alexander 
attended the celebration in Seattle. 
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Those in the ATJ community were relieved and grateful of the Legislature’s final budget.  
The Alliance received critical support at the right time and none of them thought they 
would do as well as they did.  Special thanks to the Superior Court Judges’ Association 
for a critical boost at the right time. 
 
Washington State Bar Association (WSBA) 
 
Mr. Johnson stated that federal funding for civil legal aid along with the state funding 
ended up being better than expected.  That funding will go to the Northwest Justice 
Project.  There are 19 local bar funds which have been cut consistently the last few 
years and that negatively impacts civil legal aid. 
 
The WSBA Board of Governors (BOG) met three times in the last month.  Two of the 
meetings were special meetings.  The Bar funded the Home Foreclosure Legal Aid 
project and began recruiting attorneys on May 1 to assist people with housing 
foreclosure issues.  It is a one-year program and the Bar is working with the Northwest 
Justice Project to administer the program. 
 
Ms. Littlewood reported that in the first 24 hours, they had over 100 lawyers sign up for 
the Home Foreclosure Legal Aid project. 
 
The WSBA BOG met in Richland in April.  A large portion of the meeting consisted of in-
depth education regarding civil legal aid.  It was the first BOG meeting using electronic 
board books and it went really well. 
 
The next BOG meeting will be held in conjunction with the ATJ Conference.  On 
Saturday morning there will be a roundtable discussion with the Supreme Court and Bar 
leaders.  During the May meeting, the WSBA will elect the next President-Elect.  The 
cutoff for nominations is at 5 p.m. today.  So far, they have two applicants. 
 
Reports from the Courts 
 
Supreme Court:  Chief Justice Alexander reported that the Supreme Court will be 
holding a session at the University of Washington Law School on Tuesday.  One of the 
cases they will hear is an attorney discipline case which should be interesting for the 
law students. 
 
The Sanders decision is now out and is available on the Washington Courts Web site.  
The decision pertains to whether or not a sitting judge is entitled to state funded counsel 
for defense before the Commission on Judicial Conduct.  Everyone should read it.  
Chief Justice Alexander mentioned that the Sanders case is only the second time in the 
state’s history that the Supreme Court selected a pro tem court and used retired judges.  
The pro tems reached a 5-4 decision. 
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Justice Madsen stated there is a Youth Court Conference at Seattle University 
tomorrow and she will give the opening remarks. 
 
Court of Appeals:  Judge Appelwick stated the Court of Appeals is basically just trying 
to get through the budget reductions and look at caseload. 
 
Superior Courts:  Judge Eitzen shared that it was a long, painful session.  The SCJA 
has been working with Mr. Hall and Ms. McDougall to go paperless during SCJA 
Legislative Committee meetings for easier navigation through the meeting materials.  
The SCJA will be using technology more this coming session and they have discussed 
using legal externs to assist with tracking bills.   
 
The Evidence Based Community Custody Workgroup was created and it is co-chaired 
by Judge Kathleen O’Connor and King County Prosecuting Attorney Daniel Satterberg.  
It is a joint effort by the SCJA and Sentencing Guidelines Commission to develop a 
system of sentencing and community custody based on a systematic determination of 
risk and protective factors, using evidence-based interventions aimed at reducing 
recidivism.  This is based on the findings of the Washington Institute for Public Policy’s 
report of October 2006 and the current juvenile court management model. 
 
The SCJA created a new communications and media work group.  The group will work 
1) on better communications with the SCJA membership throughout the year, and 2) 
communications with the media.  The SCJA members can access the workgroup and 
will assist with getting information to the media. 
 
The SCJA Long-range Planning meeting will take place the second weekend in June. 
 
The vision retreat will be held in July.  The retreat participants are the SCJA Family and 
Juvenile Law Committee members and the Juvenile Court Administrators and they work 
together to develop a vision for juvenile courts. 
 
Courts of Limited Jurisdiction:  Judge Paja reported that this is her last meeting as 
the President of the DMCJA but she will attend the June BJA meeting.  She was unable 
to attend the recent DMCJA Long-range Planning and Board meetings because she 
was attending the American Bar Association National Summit, Justice is the Business of 
Government:  the Critical Role of Fair and Impartial State Courts in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. 
 
Judge Phillips said the DMCJA Board retreat was held at Suncadia and they had a 
presentation by Ms. Joanne Moore, from the Office of Public Defense, regarding driving 
while license suspended in the third degree issues, indigent defense funds, and court 
access to defense funds. 
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The DMCJA is in the process of determining what can be done to assist DMCJA 
members with budget cuts.  One way they will assist is to pay the registration fee or 
incidental fee for DMCJA members to attend one conference over the next year.  
DMCJA members will have to pay dues in order to qualify. 
 
Judge Phillips recognized Judge McSeveney for his many years of capable service to 
the BJA.  This is his last meeting. 
 
Association Reports 
 
County Clerks:  Ms. Miner stated the Clerks are in recovery mode from the results of 
the legislative session and from local and state budget cuts.  They are working with 
AOC regarding LFO funding and have their summer conference coming up in June. 
 
Superior Court Administrators:  Ms. Maxwell reported that the Superior Court 
Administrators had their spring conference in Yakima a few weeks ago.  Mr. Richard 
Schauffler, from the National Center for State Courts, worked with them using the new 
BOXI query tool.  They made a commitment to work on the BOXI query with four of the 
CourTool elements.  They also worked on determining actions they can take now to 
build relationships in their communities when the funding cycle continues. 
 
Juvenile Court Administrators:  Ms. Paradis stated the Juvenile Court Administrators 
(JCAs) made a significant effort during the legislative session to move Juvenile 
Rehabilitation Administration (JRA) dollars to the AOC.  During that process Senator 
James Hargrove had particular interest in seeing all of the funding converted to block 
grant funding.  That presents its own series of issues because juvenile courts do not 
have the infrastructure to support that data collection and analysis.  The JCAs are 
exploring the process for a formula and managing the dollars for a block grant form of 
funding and there is a significant amount of work on the shoulders of the committee 
working on this issue. 
 
The JCAs have a spring conference scheduled in Yakima in June.  The focus will be to 
look at the case management assessment process and define standards for 
implementation of a targeted case management process to evaluate outcomes for kids. 
 
District and Municipal Court Administrators:  There was no report from the District 
and Municipal Court Management Association but Judge Paja shared that they are 
working on their spring program and a lot of their courts are participating in the amnesty 
program. 
 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
 
Mr. Hall shared that the first AOC new employee orientation will be held next week.  
New employees will be educated on the role of AOC and the role of the Supreme Court.  
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They will visit Thurston County Superior Court, the County Clerk, and the District Court.  
AOC plans to offer the training several times a year.   
 
The idea of laptops at meetings is being explored as a way to save on printing costs.  
AOC is at the very initial stages of looking at this and will see how it develops.   
 
Changes will be made at the AOC SeaTac facility.  The middle conference room will be 
converted into a conference room that can accommodate 12-14 people. 
 
The end of the legislative session is not the end of legislative session work at AOC.  
Staff are scoping out legislation that needs follow-up and a wrap-up summary will be 
completed in the next few weeks. 
 
AOC is looking at how to secure additional federal funds.  One of the Conference of 
State Court Administrators’ higher priorities is getting grants to fund state and local 
court-related projects. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 


