PRESENT
Commission Members: Justice Barbara A. Madsen, Judge Marlin Appelwick, Eileen M. Concannon, Professor Helen Donigan, Mary E. Fairhurst, Thomas R. Fallquist, Lourdes Fuentes, Jennefer Henson, Sandra Matheson, Mary Pontarolo, Judge Ruth Reukauf, Judge Jim Riehl, Judge Ann Schindler, Lindsay Thompson.

Staff:  Gloria Hemmen, Administrative Office of the Courts

CALL TO ORDER
Justice Madsen called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. 
COMMISSION BUSINESS
Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the September 13, 2002 meeting were approved with one correction.
Budget Report
A written budget report was reviewed.  
Membership
Judge Ann Schindler gave a Nominating Committee report and requested Commission members submit names of potential candidates from the courts who represent racial/ethnic and geographic diversity. 
 

CURRENT PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS
Glass Ceiling Task Force and Survey Follow-up
Eileen Concannon provided an update on the work of the Glass Ceiling Task Force, which started as a King County Bar Committee.  Since the report was published, about 20-25 people have expressed interest in joining the work.  Two subcommittees have been formed to continue work on the resource materials and an educational event for law firm management.  After discussing the possibility of coordinating the event with the ABA mid-year meeting, it was determined the event will be better scheduled for the spring in Seattle.   They are considering providing law firms and opportunity to make a commitment, like the “No Glass Ceiling” project in San Francisco.  
Commission members Lourdes Fuentes and Judge Ann Schindler served on the Minority Advisory Council.  Their last meeting has been held and a document is forthcoming.
Nashra Rahman, the part-time facilitator, has concluded her work.  If the Task Force finds they need someone to continue, they will approach law firms for support.
Presentations are continuing around the state.  Last month Eileen addressed the Washington Women Lawyers Leadership Conference. The Washington State Trial Lawyers Association has requested a lunch-time panel presentation at their CLE in November.  Presentations will be made to the WSBA Board of Governors in January and to the National Conference of Women’s Bar Associations.  The latter is interested in the mechanics of the survey.  
Justice Madsen added that she has been speaking at CLE programs and law school groups including the Pierce County Bar and Gonzaga Law School.  She offered to share her materials and added that after her presentation at Gonzaga, one of the deans acknowledged he had a responsibility to the female law students, so he added Justice Madsen’s picture to his “History of Law” slide show.
Commission members Judge Linda Tompkins and Helen Donigan are working with a planning committee for a spring CLE possibly at Gonzaga Law School.  They are considering doing the program in phases, first to a female audience and then to a mixed group.  
It was suggested we hold a Commission meeting in Spokane in conjunction with the CLE. 
 

Unintended Consequences: Removing Obstacles to Justice for Immigrants in the Courts
Copies of the participant notebook and the program evaluations from the October 1, 2002 education session were distributed.  About ninety judges participated in the program.  All rated the presenters and the program materials highly.  The main criticism was the program was not long enough!
Judge Riehl reported he gave his copy of the participant materials to the ABA Commission on Domestic Violence.  Judge Appelwick suggested Chapters 5 and 6 be posted on the Public Legal Education website.  Gloria will check with the authors for permission to post their work.
Copies of the participant notebook are available to superior court commissioners who did not attend the program, as part of the grant funding.
 

VAWA STOP Grant Funds to the Courts
(1)        Current Stop Grant Projects
Written third quarter reports from the five STOP Grant project sites were reviewed.   Whatcom and Tacoma projects will be completed in December.  Seattle, Clark County, and Island County projects will be extended to January 31.   
The Tacoma Municipal Court pro-tem judicial training was held October 4, 2002.   Twenty-two pro-tem judges, all four Tacoma Municipal Court judicial officers, and about 14 other staff attended the program.  Justice Madsen introduced the program and an excellent keynote speaker.  Each participant received a copy of our DV Manual for Judges with additional information specific to Tacoma municipal court.  The training was videotaped by the local public service station.  Copies have been requested.
It was agreed the final reports and materials produced by each project will be distributed to the presiding judge of each court. 
OCVA has approved expenditure of any remaining project site and administration funds to send judicial officers to the March Enhancing Judicial Skills in Domestic Violence Cases workshop in New York.  The Commission agreed to expend funds for those scholarships and/or projects related to improving entry of tribal court protection orders into the state system.
 

(2)        New STOP Grant to the Courts, $125,067 for 2002-2003.
Justice Madsen will notify the Board for Judicial Administration that a 2nd STOP Grant has been awarded and will request that the Commission continue to administer the funds.
It was agreed the grant should be distributed to the courts through a Request for Proposal (RFP) process with some funding reserved for specific projects identified by the Commission. 
It was agreed the RFP could be focused to emphasize high priority projects as judicial education on domestic violence and sexual assault; training for pro-tem judges, court staff, guardians ad-litem and CASA volunteers; and continued work with tribal courts on full faith and credit for DV protection orders. 
It was suggested the Commission should work with a consultant to review existing domestic violencetraining materials and develop model materials that could be used by various groups.  Training issues, for court staff, for example, should include how to communicate with victims and work with tribal courts.  Since the Commission is not in a position to conduct multiple trainings, it was suggested a model domestic violence curriculum and protocols for courts could be developed and then presented at the Presiding Judges’ Conference.   Presiding judges would take responsibility for taking the training back to their courts.
Justice Madsen appointed Eileen Concannon, Mary Fairhurst, Tom Fallquist, Mary Pontarolo, Judge Jim Riehl, and Judge Ann Schindler to a Domestic Violence Subcommittee to consider how to leverage funds in developing training and protocols.
 

VAWA Rural DV and Child Victimization Grant
Workshops are scheduled in Mason County, 11/8/02 and Chelan County, 3/8/03.  The Mason County program has 63 registered (maximum for all other programs was 35).  Copy of the agenda was included in the materials.  Margaret Fisher was notified that OCVA is allocating $60,000 next year to continue the training in other rural counties.
 

VAWA Scholarship Grants for Judicial Education
(1)  Unintended Consequences: Removing Obstacles to Justice for Immigrants
Thirteen court commissioners attended Unintended Consequences: Removing Obstacles to Justice for Immigrants program at Fall Conference.  Each was awarded a scholarship of up to $900 for travel, lodging, per diem, and/or pro-tem reimbursement costs.  The spreadsheet shows the expenses to date.   We’re still waiting for pro-tem costs from King County.  Grant funds are also being used to distribute 100 additional copies of the program notebook to court commissioners. 
(2) Enhancing Judicial Skills in Domestic Violence Cases
Sixteen judges have been awarded scholarships for the December 8-11 program in Santa Fe.  Judge Reukauf reported Commissioner Chris Wickham and tribal court Judge Steve Aycock served as faculty for the San Diego program in September.  Both received scholarships to attend programs in 2001.
 

Local Domestic Violence Summits: Mason Co., 10/28/02: Thurston Co., 1/31/03
Chief Justice Gerry Alexander and Gloria Hemmen attended part of the Mason County DV Summit on October 28.  The Chief Justice participated in an action planning session and gave the closing remarks.  Approximately 50 people were there.
Justice Madsen will address the Thurston County DV Summit on January 31.  Mary Pontarolo and Gloria Hemmen serve on the planning committee.  Commission member who have never attended a Summit are invited to attend.
Tom Fallquist, Helen Donigan, and Judge Tompkins will meet to discuss a proposal for a Spokane Domestic Violence Summit.   Mary Pontarolo will join them when she is in Spokane
Judge Riehl commented Kitsap County held its 6th Annual DV Summit in October.  Almost 200 people attended the program which focused on immigration and diversity issues.  Materials from the program are on their website http://www.kcdvtf.org/.
 

Full Faith and Credit for DV Protection Orders
(1)        Northwest Tribal Court Judges’ Association Full Faith and Credit Conference, 10/24-25
Justice Madsen and Judge Tompkins addressed the Northwest Tribal Court Judges’ Association Full Faith and Credit Conference in October.  Kathy Kuriyama from AOC presented a session on efforts to provide Judicial Information System access to tribal courts.  Three main issues to be resolved are what level of access would be made available; what would be the cost; and what compacts or contracts are necessary.
Justice Madsen noted one issue that came up during presentation by the Washington State Patrol (WSP) was a long-standing, unwritten, Attorney General (AG) opinion that WSP was not to entry tribal court warrants into the system. 
Mary Fairhurst clarified there are formal and informal opinions but all must be written.  She noted only AG clients and certain people identified in statute can request an AG opinion.  What may have been referenced was advice from an assistant attorney general which does not have the authority of an opinion. 
It was noted enforcement of warrants is problematic across the state.  It was also noted entering and enforcing warrants are two different matters.
It was suggested we look at the issue more thoroughly and then consider if it would be appropriate to request the appropriate agency ask for an AG opinion.  
Discussion followed on continuing the efforts initiated by Sen. Jeri Costa regarding Full Faith and Credit and Senate Joint Memorial 8034 which focused on the Supreme Court and the tribes sharing of criminal justice information.
It was suggested that a more appropriate approach would be to develop a strategy and prepare a presentation to the Board for Judicial Administration, possibly for the January meeting.  BJA could then make a recommendation to the Supreme Court.  If Senator Costa and Judge Bohl were available, they could provide background information. 
It was noted the bigger issue is the accuracy of the data in the antiquated JIS system.  The system needs to be updated.
Helen Donigan commented there had been unfortunate experiences with state and tribal courts in the past.  Full Faith and Credit has had significant impact on changing perceptions about the courts.
(2)        State/Tribal Court Protocol for DV Protection Orders
It was agreed that sample protocols should be sent to the county clerks who will need to work individually with each tribe in their jurisdiction.  For example, in Spokane the protocols were presented by a tribal representative to the tribal council.  The council still has not approved the protocols.
 

National Association of Women Judges Conference/Gender Fairness Meeting, 10/16-20
Justice Madsen and Gloria Hemmen attended the National Association of Women Judges’ conference in Minneapolis, October 16-20.  Two outstanding plenary sessions were Bioethics and the Human Genome Project and Unconscious Prejudice.  Self-tests on bias, demonstrated during the session, can be taken by individuals on the Southern Poverty Law Center website http://www.tolerance.org/hidden_bias/index.html.
One day of the conference was dedicated to a meeting of the Gender Fairness Task Forces, Commissions, and Committees.  Fourteen states were represented and Washington State was by far the most active. 
Several innovative program were described including the Color of Justice, a program in Iowa for minority high school students and Ethical Issues of Bias in the Bench and Bar, a CLE which Wisconsin program organizers noted they scheduled for just before the mandatory reporting date.
Judge Reukauf noted the Fall Judicial Conference Planning Committee has scheduled a two-hour block for an ethics session on Sunday. Lindsay Thompson commented the King County Bar conducted a two year study and with 68 action items highlighted in their report.  Lawyers and judges put people in a position pf having to “out themselves’ during voir dire or on the witness stand.
It was moved and seconded to purchase a copy of the Wisconsin Ethics CLE program materials.  Motion carried.
NAWJ also demonstrated the model judicial education curriculum, Understanding Sexual Violence: The Judicial Response to Nonstranger Rape and Sexual Assault.  The Commission viewed a 6-minute videotape from the program showing a recreated interview with a college student focusing on predatory behavior and date rape.   Funding may be available from VAWA to conduct this training.
Gloria Hemmen reported Marna Murray, Judicial Education Manager, e-mailed a request for education proposals for the 2003 Fall Judicial Conference.  Proposals are due December 31.
It was agreed to submit a proposal for the Sexual Violence program.  Eileen Concannon, Mary Fairhurst, Judge Ann Schindler and Judge Linda Tompkins offered to work on the program proposal.
OTHER BUSINESS
Lindsay Thompson reported that he has been appointed interim editor of the Washington State Bar News.  He requested information be sent to him.  He plans a diversity issue next summer in coordination with Washington Law and Politics.
Helen Donigan asked the Commission if they would be interested in hearing a student research report on Title 9 and the Law School Experience.  It was agreed to invite the student to present her work at our January meeting.
NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT
The next meeting is scheduled for January 10, 2003.   The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m.
 

