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education funding
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Today at 4:00AM

The Network for Excellence in Washington Schools (NEWS), of which the Northshore School District
is a member, hasreleased an updateregarding progress toward fully funding basic education in
Washington, including frequently asked questions about the McCleary decision.

“Responding to the first mandated report in December 2012, the Supreme Court admonished the
State for failing to show progress,” the update says. “In January 2014, the Court ordered the State to
speed up funding and to provide local school districts the billions of dollars of additional K-12
funding that the State’s own studies have confirmed are needed to cure decades of unconstitutional
underfunding - including fully funding salary increases, materials and operations, transportation,
and both the staffing and construction costs for full-day kindergarten and K-3 class size reductions.”

Days before the beginning of the current legislative session in Olympia, Wash., the Washington State
Supreme Courtissued an orderthat “the pace of progress must quicken” for full funding of basic
education in Washington.

The2012 McCleary v. Washingtondecision by the state’s highest court ruled that Washington state is
not amply funding basic education under the state Constitution. The court has now asked the
legislature to submit “a complete plan for fully implementing its program of basic education for
each school year between now and the 2017-18 school year” no later than April 30.

NEWS comprises 428 organizations that are committed to improving the quality of public education
in Washington state. Members include 202 school districts representing nearly 90 percent of
Washington’s public school students. The Mercer Island School Board voted unanimously to renew
membership in NEWS on Dec. 12, 2013.

Find this article at:
http://www.bothell-reporter.com/news/241742091.html
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