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State Rep. Dean Takko, a Longview Democrat, joked 
Wednesday that he might be wearing handcuffs in a few 
days.

That’s when the state Supreme Court is expected to decide 
whether the Legislature is adequately funding basic 
education and complying with its 2012 McCleary decision. 
The high court could, conceivably, find the Legislature in 
contempt of court.

The outcome is uncertain, but the Legislature did make 
some strides to improve school funding, and that was one 
of the achievements of the long 2015 legislative session 
that Takko and his two fellow 19th District democratic 

legislators highlighted in a Daily News editorial board interview Wednesday

The Legislature put another $1.3 billion into basic education, an amount that state Rep. 
Brian Blake, D-Aberdeen, said should satisfy court mandates. But he said he wonders 
how the Legislature will be able to continue meeting the school costs when labor 
contracts are negotiated by each individual school district.

“Do all these local school districts negotiate teacher pay and then we pay whatever they 
negotiate? Do the contracts have to be negotiated at the state level?” he asked.

School funding already makes up by far the biggest share of state spending.

During the hour-long interview, the lawmakers also talked about how they overcame 
opposition to designate $85 million for the SR 432/Industrial Way rail corridor 
improvements in Longview’s industrial corridor. Environmentalists argued the 
improvements would solely benefit the proposed Millennium Bulk Terminals export dock 
at the old Reynolds Metals site, which they vehemently oppose.

“The point is moot. The coal is either going to be here or gone by the time the 
(improvements) are built. And we’re going to need them to get out to Barlow Point,” 
Takko said, referring acreage west of town where the Port of Longview hopes to develop 
industrial projects.

State Sen. Brian Hatfield of Raymond said getting the transportation budget passed was 
a huge victory for the Legislature, which agreed to an 11.9 percent gas tax to be rolled in 
over the next year.

“Tax votes are always the hardest thing,” Hatfield said.
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The $85 million, plus another $25 million for rail improvements in Kelso, represent an 
unprecedented amount of state transportation funding for Cowlitz County. Still, the 
county will need federal funding to finance the entire rail plan. And there’s a risk the 
Legislature could change or even revoke the funding during later sessions, Takko 
warned.

“Theoretically, in the 2017 session, a new Legislature is seated. They could write a new 
budget,” Blake added.

On other topics, the legislators:

Said they’re worried the technology doesn’t exist for businesses to meet stricter water 
pollution limits being proposed by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

Expect tax revenue from recreational marijuana sales to grow because the Legislature 
reduced the tax from 75 percent (25 percent at three different points) to 37 percent. 
Sales tax revenues for Washington’s first year of sales recently came in at $70 million. 
Blake said legalizing industrial hemp will be the next hurdle.
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