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Washington Supreme Court overturns 
Pierce County woman’s murder 
conviction 

BY ADAM LYNN

alynn@thenewstribune.com

The Washington State Supreme Court has ordered a new trial for a Pierce County 
woman convicted of being an accomplice to murder in the 2011 death of a 

Lakewood man.

In a 6-3 decision, the state’s high court ruled Thursday that Kisha Fisher did not 

get a fair trial because a Superior Court judge did not allow her to present a so-
called “affirmative defense” argument to jurors.

The ruling wipes out Fisher’s first-degree murder conviction in the death of Lenard 
Masten and her 29-year sentence.

Masten, 39, was shot to death outside his Lakewood apartment on Jan. 16, 2011. 

Prosecutors alleged Fisher’s brother, 46-year-old Corey Trosclair, and another man 

were angry with Masten because they thought he’d sold them substandard street 
drugs. They intended to rob him to get even, court records show, and Fisher was 

accused of setting up a meeting between the men.

Fisher, 42, argued during her appeal that Judge Vicki Hogan erred by not giving the 

jury an affirmative defense instruction before closing arguments.

Defendants are entitled to such an instruction if they did not commit the homicidal 

act, were not armed with a deadly weapon at the time of the crime, had no reason 
to believe any other participants were armed and had no reason to believe anyone 

would get killed.

High court says Kisha Fisher did not get fair trial

Decision wipes out first-degree murder conviction and 29-year sentence
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The high court sided with Fisher.

The Supreme Court upheld Trosclair’s conviction and 46-year sentence as part of 
the same opinion.

Adam Lynn: 253-597-8644, @TNTAdam

MORE CRIME 

COMMENTS 

YOU MAY LIKE by TaboolaSponsored Links

Find Out the Best Way to Start Using Essential Oils
Miracle Essential Oils

New documentary chronicles lives of ‘human pups’
OddChatter

Television reporters charged with child abuse after their baby …
OddChatter

Dad humiliates daughter by recreating her ‘sexy selfies’
OddChatter

Page 2 of 3Washington Supreme Court overturns Pierce County woman’s murder conviction | The N...

7/8/2016http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/crime/article88316157.html



Page 3 of 3Washington Supreme Court overturns Pierce County woman’s murder conviction | The N...

7/8/2016http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/crime/article88316157.html


