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Eyman to followers: Write nasty letters to Supreme Court, 
vote against justices
BY JOEL CONNELLY, SEATTLEPI.COM Updated 5:35 pm, Monday, July 18, 2016 

Tim Eyman wants his followers to write nasty letters to justices of the Washington 

State Supreme Court.

The for-profit initiative promoter does not have a measure on Washington's fall ballot, and 

has suffered setbacks of late.  Snohomish and Thurston county judges have ordered 

Eyman and allies to turn over financial records as part of a money laundering probe by 

Attorney General Bob Ferguson..

Initiative promoter Tim Eyman.  He doesn't have a measure on the fall ballot, but has a message for his 
followers:  Send nasty letters to State Supreme Court justices, and send me money.  
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But the judges Eyman really doesn't like are on the Supreme Court.  The high court has 

told the Legislature to fully fund K-12 public schools in the state.  It has thrown out 

variations of Eyman's "super-majority" measures on revenue increases.

As part of his latest appeal for money  -- and a call on his followers to vote against three 

justices up for reelection -- Eyman wants them to vent.  "Send email to the 9 judges on 

state supreme court -- If they want to rule the state, then they need to hear from the 

people of the state," he wrote in a Monday broadside.

"If, like us, you are angry and disgusted by the arrogance of the 9 judges on the state 

supreme court, here is your chance -- heck, here's everybody's chance -- to talk to them 

directly."

Eyman is also pushing challengers to Chief Justice Barbara Madsen, Justice Mary Yu and 

Justice Charles Wiggins.

The record of judge-bashing, however, is that judges do not respond to browbeating and 

voters reject ideological attacks.

The John Birch Society got nowhere with its "Impeach Earl Warren" campaign of the 

1960's, targeting a U.S. Supreme Court justice who championed civil rights and presided 

over the landmark Brown vs. Board of Education school desegregation ruling.

A decade ago, the powerful Building Industry Association of Washington spent nearly $1 

million and filled the airwaves with smear ads in a bid to take out Chief Justice Gerry 

Alexander. Alexander was reelected by a hefty margin.

"It is a time honored Tim Eyman tradition to pick on people he does not agree with," said 

Andrew Villeneuve, founder of the Northwest Progressive Institute, a blogger-based group 

that recently won a Public Disclosure Commission ruling against Eyman.

The latest Eyman broadside includes an article by ultraconservative State Rep. Matt 

Manweiller, R-Ellensburg, a political science professor at Central Washington University. 

He takes out after the Supreme Court on its McCleary school funding decision, and alleges 

that the justices "are not intellectually suited to do their job."
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In case Eyman's followers are not intellectually suited to write, he has an instruction for 

them:

"You can just cut and paste Matt's commentary into your email and write, 'I agree with 

Matt' at the top.  Or send them an (sic) message in your own worlds.  But send them 

something right away, right now, today."

Chief Justice Barbara Madsen is on the August ballot, since she is facing two challengers.  

Justices Maru Yu and Charles Wiggings are up in November. 

Kittitas County's Republican prosecutor, Greg Zempel, is challenging Madsen with 

enthusiastic support from Eyman and Manweller.

State Rep. Gael Tarleton, D-Seattle, another Eyman critic, reacted to his latest letter-

writing campaign by saying:  "These people are awful."
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