

CRIMINAL RULES FOR COURTS OF LIMITED

JURISDICTION (CrRLJ)

[NEW] RULE 4.11 INTERVIEWS OF WITNESSES

(a) Recording of Witness Interviews. Counsel for any party, or an employee or agent of counsel’s office, may conduct witness interviews by openly using an audiotape or other means of verbatim recording, including a court reporter. Complaining witnesses, alleged victims, and opposing counsel shall receive 5 days’ notice of the intent to record interviews of complaining witnesses and/or alleged victims. The notice shall state the method of recording. Such interviews are subject to the court’s regulation of discovery under CrRLJ 4.7(g). Any disputes about the interview, notice, or manner of recording shall be resolved in accordance with CrRLJ 4.6(b) and (c) and CrRLJ 4.7(g). This rule shall not affect any other legal rights of the witness.

(b) Providing Copies. Copies of the tapes and transcripts of interviews of witnesses shall not be disseminated by any party except as reasonably necessary to conduct the party’s case. If requested, counsel shall promptly provide all other parties and the witness with a copy of the recording and transcript, if made. If the interview is recorded by a court reporter, any party or the witness may order a transcript thereof at the expense of the party or witness who orders the transcript. 

(c) Preliminary Statement. At the commencement of any recorded witness interview, the person conducting the interview shall confirm on the audiotape or recording that the witness has been provided the following information: (1) the name, address, and telephone number of the person conducting the interview; (2) the identity of the party represented by the person conducting the interview; and (3) that the witness may obtain a copy of the recording and transcript, if made.
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