CHRIS COLLISON
18210 73" AVE NE STE 301
KENMORE WA 98028-2771

(206) 399-2626

April 28, 2009

Clerk of the Supreme Court
PO Box 40929
Olympia WA 98504-0929

Re: Comments to Proposed New Rule APR 28

Ladies & Gentlemen:

Thank you for taking public comments on Proposed New Rule APR 28. My comments concern
the education section of the Certification Requirements. As currently proposed, only individuals
“who graduated from a paralegal/legal assistant program that is approved by the American Bar
Association or the Commission” and meet one of three (arguably four) additional degree and/or
certificate requirements in paralegal studies (associates degree or other paralegal/legal assistant
program, bachelor’s degree, or post-baccalaureate) are eligible to obtain the Legal Technician

designation.

I believe there is a segment of the legal profession which is excluded solely under the
educational criteria as the proposed rule is now drafted. An individual could have attended a
college or university, obtained a bachelor’s degree (or post-baccalaureate degree), taken a
significant number of courses in an allied field, but not obtained a paralegal certificate (perhaps
because one was not offered as part of the undergraduate degree programs). I believe, at the
very least, the Commission should also evaluate (when requested) an applicant’s
transcripts and find (or not find) an applicant’s studies to have satisfied the Education
Section of the Certification Requirements based on an applicant’s studies in an allied field.

As an example, I earned an associate’s degree from Shoreline Community College (“SCC”)
(September 1988), studied for a semester at an Ivy League school, and earned two bachelors’
degrees from the University of Washington (“UW?”) (Political Science and Society & Justice,
both awarded June 1991). Ihave worked as a paralegal in private law firms in Seattle and
Washington DC, interned as a paralegal in the United States’ Attorneys (Washington DC),
served as a courtroom clerk (Snohomish County Superior Court) — all since 1990. As evidenced
by my attached transcripts, I could not qualify under the educational requirements solely because
SCC and the UW did not offer an undergraduate or graduate paralegal program at the time I
graduated.! Of the 226 quarter hours and eight semester hours, 80 quarter hours and four
semester hours were arguably substantive legal courses (the requirement is currently drafted

at “45 quarter hours ... are substantive legal courses”). In addition, to my undergraduate
education at a community college and a four year universities, I have attended numerous CLEs
on a variety of legal topics since the early-1990s.

! Also, in 1996, I was a student in the class the Professional Responsibility (Rules of Professional Conduct) at the
UW School of Law and successfully completed the course.
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The proposed rule appears to penalize applicants for having pursued and earned undergraduate or
post-baccalaureate degrees from four year universities in allied studies and worked a number of
years as a paralegal (or in a similar legal position), instead of attending a paralegal pro gram.2

Please note, the King County Bar Association (“KCBA”) has a special designation for legal
assistants and paralegals. Among other things, KCBA Registered Legal Assistants can “present
agreed and/or ex parte orders as authorized under King County Local Rule 54 (f)3” and gives
credit for similar studies. Similar to the Commission’s proposed rule, the KCBA’s criteria to be
a Registered Legal Assistant includes having “substantial equivalent college education and/or
work experience in the legal field.*” However, their criteria allows individuals who did not
obtain a paralegal certificate, but do have a college/university education and work experience to
be permitted their Registered Legal Assistant designation.

For the foregoing reasons, I urge the Commission to amend the proposed rules to include as part
of the educational section of the Certification Requirements: Applicants who have graduated
from a college or university and earned a bachelor’s degree and/or post-baccalaureate degree
from an accredited institution of higher education in an allied field to paralegal studies, e.g.,
criminal justice, society and justice, and/or pre-law, are considered to have satisfied this
educational requirement, upon review of educational transcripts by the Commission and/or its

staff,

I would be happy to make myself available to answer any questions.
Thank you for your consideration.

Bes ards)

Chris Collison

Attachments: Shoreline Community College Official Transcript
Harvard University Academic Transcript
University of Washington Academic Transcript

2 As a side note, in 1992, I shared a conference with a faculty member at Edmonds Community College (“ECC”).
After reviewing my transcripts, she shared with me that of the 90 credits needed to obtain a paralegal certificate at
ECC, it appeared as if I would need only take two additional classes (at that time, I already had 76 quarter hours and
four semester hours). However, in order to be awarded the paralegal certificate, ECC had a residency requirement
that a student must have attended ECC for at least 45 of the 90 credit hours (it’s as if a student was penalized for
having obtained four year degrees instead of only completing a two year program).

%2009 Legal Assistant Registration Program, Entitlements Section No. 3, located at www.kcba.org/legalassistant/.
#2009 Legal Assistant Registration Program, Qualifications Section No. 3(b), located at
www.kcba.org/legalassistant/.
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY ACADEMIC TRANSCRIPT

DIVISION/CONTINUING EDUCATION '

Harvard Extension School '

Harvard Summer School € MM i
: 51 Brattle Street
"- Cambridge, MA 02138 Not valid without official seal and signature
Phone - (617) 495-0977

ISSUED TO: TRANSCRIPT OF:
Christopher Collison ' Student Name: Christopher Steven Collison
3043 NE 100th St Student 1.D.: | FssM Redacted T
Seattle, WA 98125 Date Printed: October 23, 2000

Page Number: 1
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