(g) Pro Se Defendants

(1)  When a defendant has waived his or her right to counsel, the court, on a motion by the prosecuting attorney, on its own initiative, or at the request of a witness, and for good cause shown, may restrict the manner and means by which a defendant questions a witness.

 

(2)  Good cause is shown when the court finds by substantial evidence, in a hearing conducted outside the presence of the jury, that requiring the witness to be questioned by the defendant without restriction will cause that individual to suffer serious emotional or mental distress that will prevent the witness from reasonably communicating at the trial.

(3)  The court shall state on the record the basis for good cause.

(4)  When the court does not permit the pro se defendant to question a witness without restriction, the court may impose reasonable procedures including but not limited to:

  (i) requiring questioning by the defendant of the witness using remote audio-visual means when authorized by law;

 (ii)  allowing stand-by counsel to question the witness with the agreement of the defendant,.

Nothing herein precludes a court from using other means to control the courtroom including but not limited to prohibiting the defendant from approaching the witness during questioning and requiring the defendant to remain seated during questioning of the witness.
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