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July 3, 2013

The Honorable Barbara Madsen

Chief Justice, Washington State Supreme Court
PO Box 40929

Olympia, WA 98504-0929

\/{he Honorable Charles Johnson

Justice, Washington State Supreme Court
PO Box 40929
Olympia, WA 98504-0929

Re Proposed new GR 3 1(1) reoardmg access to records
Dear Chief Justice Madsen and Justice Johnson,

The .requirement of Article I, Section 10 of the Washington State Constitution, that
justice be administered openly, guides us in our determination that the proposed court
rule should presume public access for evaluations, presentence reports, probation and

compliance reports.

Particularly in criminal cases, where public interest is undeniable, sealing of records or
denial of access should be done pursuant to some burden of proof by the advocate of the
sealing or denial of access.

There is need for some amendment to current rules that should ensure access by
Prosecuting Attorneys to these reports, but that clarity should be accomplished in
language that starts with a presumption of public access as well.

Thank you for considering our comments. L e

Smcerely,

AJL_\

as A. McBride o
Washington Association of Prosec:utln0 Attorneys
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