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Ag o Washington State Cenrified Court Repomier. I am writing to urge you to adopt the propused
changes to 28(ch () and {e). 1 believe in providing equal snd neuteal teems (o all itigants, |
want to make sure that transeripts are affered to wll parties when vrdeved, defivered to all parties
simudtaneously at equal rates Tor equal services in a case.  The legitimacy of our judicial systens ve .
regts onnot only the actual, but the perceived impartislity of all officers of te cowt, incinding A 68121
these who preside over and repodt depositions, T

Dyear Homoraey Members of the Supreme Cowt Rules Commitiee:

w detaits

Regarding 28¢e). | beliove e changes outlined will prohibit the practice of insarance
vonpanies and large corporations entering tnto exclusive agroements or cantracts with court
mepurting fms oy networks Gat reguire the provision of preferential services and priving offered
i one of the pacty Hitigants that wre not offered equally to ulf of the parties. Ta s typical
arrangement, an iosusence company will agree 10 use one court-repurting agency exslusively to
seport all thelr depositions in exchange for offering reduced rates and other special perks, These
rednesd rates and speciad gervives are not afforded to parties who are ot contracted.

Regarding 28 (d), the proposed change to 28(d) will allow for a systeny in place wherehn court
reparters and, very inportantly, eowt reporting finus can be required o show proof of equal
erms and be hekd sccomable by belng requived 1o sign an affidavit of eqoal tenms apon
reguest,

Regunsling 28(¢), all cortified couwrt rpuriers shoudd have complote sud B control uf thedr
ianseripis, The proposed chanye 1o 28et will provent coutracting ouurt reporting finms from
mking ehunges to wanseripls after the siginal trmseript bas been completed. Tt will slso allow
vertified coust teporters w onsure eaprad tesms luve been provided 1o all parties, which fos
already been called out in she vule, but there 8 currently no weans or rexutitements reluted to
enforcement. Lastly, (Cwil prevent unethical and wnscrapulous “steeteling” of transuripts by
dlanging the characters per ling of the tanseript in order to creste o longer ranseript 1o bil] for,

Same have alleged that these proposed clianges are about lmiting competition. Noso. Ttis
about profecting consumers, eapecially phaintff fitigants. as they are geneedly the ones mrgeted
with what's kaown as "vost shilting” by the contracting firms. By cost shifting, conteacting foms
ahterpt to recover the losses sustained from offoring ceduced rates to huge coeporate clients and
insurance commpanies by artificially inflating costs o von-contracted paviies.

The adaption of CR 80, which vurvently teads “Escept s otherwise ordered by the o the
minimym gualification o beeome an suthorized tanseriptionist in arder to complete and file an
official certified coust manseript from clectronically recorded procesdings is comification as o
court teporter or covtification by AAERT (American Assootation of Blectronic Reporters and
Transeribersy or prood of ane yeat of supeevised mentorship with o cortified ecurt reporier or an
authorized teanseriptionist, Consts way mauire additional or different qualifications or at their
discretion” slwadd exclude the vaintentionally added words or different” it the lnst senence.
This changes the inhont of the proposed rule entirely, Please adopt the proposed smeradment to
BOUA) wa well, RAP Y. gy i tvportant and should be adopted bessse the official record shonld
be transeribed by the court reporter who actually reported the proceedings.  Thank you
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