


Suggested Change to Civil Rule 28(d)
(d) Equal Terms Required.  Any arrangement concerning court reporting services or fees in a case shall be offered to all parties on equal terms.  This rule applies to any arrangement or agreement between the person before whom a deposition is taken or a court reporting firm, consortium or other organization providing a court reporter, and any party or any person arranging or paying for court reporting services in the case, including any attorney, law firm, person or entity with a financial interest in the outcome of the litigation, or person or entity paying for court reporting services in the case.  Any party or counsel of record for a party may request that the court reporter or court reporting firm providing or arranging for the court reporting services file an affidavit with the Court affirming that all such services have been provided to all parties on equal terms.  The affidavit shall be filed within 10 days of any request.  If the affidavit is not timely filed, the Court may sanction the court reporter and court reporting firm of whom the request was made.  If court reporting services have not been provided on equal terms, the Court may sanction the court reporter, the court reporting firm, as well as the counsel or party who hired the reporter or firm to provide the court reporting services.
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