
Dear Members of the Supreme Court: 

As a certified coutt reporter in Washington State, I am writing to urge you to adopt CR 28(d), (e), and 
CR 30(b)(l). 

Change to CR 28( d). Nearly 20 years ago, comt reporters and court reporting finns engaging in third­
party contracts with parties-in-interest to lawsuits became an issue of national significance, calling into 
question the tin1e-honored neutrality of the couti repmter and causing increasing concern within the legal 
community. A coutt reporting firm that has a long-term contract with one of the parties is not a 
disinterested person under CR 28( c). 

In Washington there CUI'rently is no means for cnsUI'ing that all parties are receiving the deposition 
transcript on equal terms as proposed CR 28(d) envisions. Instead, whether parties are treated equally is 
left to the discretion of the court repo1ting firm that invoices each party. If a party suspects one side may 
be receiving discoUilts or lower pricing for the same services, 28(d) would allow a mechanism whereby 
they can request that an affidavit of equal terms be submitted to the CoUI't. If court reporting services 
have not been provided on equal terms, the Cout't may sanction the coutt reporter, the court reporting 
firm, as well as the counsel m· party who hired the reporter or contracted with the firm to provide the coutt 
reporting services. This will provide quick resolution of any concerns and provide clear transparency. 

Change to CR 28(e). All certified coutt reporters should have complete and final control of their 
transcripts. The proposed change to 28( e) will prevent contracting court reporting firms fi·om making 
changes to transcript• after the original transcript has been completed. It will prevent unethical and 
utlscrupulous "stretching" oftrru1scripts by changing the characters per line ofthc transcript in order to 
create a longer transcript to bill for. 

Change to CR 30(b)(l). The proposed amendment would require the deposition notice to disclose the 
existence of any known contractual relationships between the noticing party, its counselor, a third 
party paying to record the noticed deposition and the person, court reporting firm, consortium, or 
other organization providing a court reporter for the noticed deposition, and will state whether 
the noticing party Ol' a thil'd party directed his or her attorney to use a palticular court reporting 
firm. Disclosure of contractual relationships before depositions or other proceedings take place 
just makes sound sense. I 

! 

The foundation of our justice system is providing fair and equal access to justice for all. To allow I 
one pruiy a fmancial advantage over the other side is contrary to these fundamental principles. I 
Third-pruiy contracting gives the apperu·ance of compromising the court rep01ter's impat'tiality I 
and integrity and restricts the ability of the rep01ter to be accountable to the comt, to the public, . 
and, most importantly, to the individual litigant. Why would anyone oppose providing all parties 
to a lawsuit equal terms? j 
We hope the Washington State Supreme Court will set a precedence by making it possible to I 
hold all pruties engaging in unethical practices accountable for their actions. Thank you for your I 
considerations hm•ein. ~ 
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Dear Members of the Supreme Court: 

As a certified cowt reporter in Washington State, I am writing to urge you to adopt CR 28(d), (e), and 
CR 30(b)(l) for all of the reasons outlined in the GR 9 cover pages. 

I believe the adoption of CR 2 8( d) will provide quick remedies for violations of equal terms outlined in 
CR 28(c) that are regularly being engaged in by nationwide fu·ms here in the state of Washington. 

I believe the passage of CR 28( e) will prevent cowt reporting fn·ms from making changes to transcl'ipts 
after the original transcript has been completed. It will prevent llllethical and llllScrupulons "stretching" of 
transcripts by reducing the characters per line established in RAP 9.2 and WAC 308-14-135 guidelines in 
order to create a longer transcript and charge higher fees for same to the consUlllers of our product. 

I think the adoption of CR 30(b )( 1) requiring transparency and notification within the deposition notice to 
disclose the existence of any known contractual relationships between the noticing party, its counselor, a 
third party paying to record the noticed deposition and the person, court reporting firm, consortinm, or 
other organization providing a cowt reporter for the noticed deposition is necessary to ensw·e all parties 
are aware of what could be considered a violation of CR 28( c), in that a cowt repmting firm that has a 
long-term contract with one of the parties is not a disinterested person under CR 28(c). 

The folllldation of our justice system is providing fair and equal access to justice for all. Third-party 
contracting gives the appearance of compromising the court reporter's impartiality and integrity and 
restricts the ability of the repmier to be accountable to the court, to the public, and, most importantly, to 
the individual litigant. Unfortunately, third-party contracts between court reporting firms and party 
litigants also circumvents counsel and their related ethical obligations to the coutis. 

Thank you for publishing these proposed rules, l very much hope they will be adopted. 

Sincerely yours, 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

OFFICE RECEPTIONIST, CLERK 
Monday, August 22, 2016 8:32AM 
Tracy, Mary 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

FW: Message from "RNP0026739A9245" 
20160820154714990.pdf 

Forwarding. 

-----Original Message-----

From: Wittstock, Joe [mailto:JWittstock@spokanecounty.org] 

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2016 4:09 PM 
To: OFFICE RECEPTIONIST, CLERK <SUPREME@COURTS.WA.GOV> 

Subject: FW: Message from "RNP0026739A9245" 

-----Original Message----­

From: Wittstock, Joe 
Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2016 4:06 PM 

To: 'supreme@counrts.wa.gov' <supreme@counrts.wa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Message from "RNP0026739A9245" 

On behalf of the Spokane County official and freelance court reporters, please find attached letters of support regarding 
changes to court rules CR 28(d) and (e), and CR 30(b)(1). 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Joe Wittstock, RPR 
WCRA Immediate Past President 

-----Original Message-----

From: Linda Sutton [mailto:lsutton@spokanecounty.org] 

Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2016 3:47PM 
To: Wittstock, Joe <JWittstock@spokanecounty.org> 

Subject: Message from "RNP0026739A9245" 

This E-mail was sent from "RNP0026739A9245" (MP 4054). 
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