
PROPOSED AMENDMENT:

GR 31

ACCESS TO COURT RECORDS

(a)–(k) 
[Unchanged.]
(l) Restricted Access to Therapeutic Court Records.

(1) Unless otherwise provided by statute, court rule, court order, or subsection (1)(A) below, all court records shall be open to the public for inspection and copying upon request. The clerk of the court may assess fees, as may be authorized by law, for production of such records.

(A) Restricted Access.  Risk/needs assessments, chemical dependency assessments, domestic violence assessments, mental health and sexual deviancy assessments, treatment provider reports and compliance reports, presentence reports, probation compliance reports, self-help support group attendance (e.g., Alcohol Anonymous or Narcotics Anonymous), and any other compliance reports used in therapeutic courts shall only be accessible as provided in subsection (2) herein.

(2) Unless otherwise provided by statute, court rule or court order, the following persons shall have access to the Restricted Access records listed in subsection (1)(A) above: 
(A) Judges, commissioners, magistrates, other court personnel, probation counselors, defendants, defendant’s attorney of record, and the prosecuting attorney.

(3) Upon receipt of a written motion requesting access to these types of records by some other person, the court may allow access to court records restricted under this rule, or relevant portions of court records restricted under this rule, if the court finds no statute or other court rule prohibits access, and the public interest in granting access or the personal interest of the petitioner seeking access, outweighs the privacy  and safety interests of the defendant or other persons mentioned in the records.

(A) If the court grants access to court records restricted under this rule, the court may enter such orders necessary to balance the personal privacy and safety interests of the defendant or other persons with the public interest in access.
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