RENTON MUNICIPAL COURT

ADVICE OF RIGHTS
This ADVICE OF RIGHTS is directed to each defendant who appears before the renton municipal court for arraignment on one or more criminal charges.

When your name is called please come forward and stand at the counsel table.  Each charge against you will be read, and then you will be asked whether you understand your rights and whether you plead "not guilty" or "guilty" to each charge.  If you have any questions about the charge against you, the possible penalties, or any of your rights or duties, please ask these questions before you enter your plea.

You are presumed innocent under the law until you either plead guilty or are found guilty after a trial.  You do not have to prove your innocence.  The city of renton has the burden of proving your guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

If you plead "not guilty", your case will be set for trial.  Your trial date will be scheduled within 90 days of the date of your arraignment (or 60 days, if you are being held in jail on the charge pending trial), because you have the right to a speedy trial.

You have the right to demand in writing from the city attorney that you be provided the usual police reports and other discovery materials that must be made available under the washington state court rules. A request for discovery can be obtained from the court clerk's office.

Prior to trial you will be required to attend a pretrial conference.  At the pretrial conference, you or your attorney will have the opportunity to speak with the city attorney to see if the case can be resolved without a trial. Also, any discovery issues, motions, or other requests will be addressed at that time.

You have the right to a trial by a six person impartial jury.  If you want a trial by jury, you should expect to spend at least one full day in trial.  You also may have your case heard by a judge alone, without a jury.  If you plead " not guilty, " you will be asked by the court to decide in writing whether you want a jury trial or a non-jury trial.  You have ten days in which to change your mind for any reason; however, if you do so, you must advise the court in writing.

You have the right to file one affidavit of prejudice to get another judge to hear your case.

At the time of trial, whether to a judge or to a jury, you have the right to confront witnesses against you, that means to face them and to cross examine them, if you wish.  You are entitled to present witnesses on your own behalf, and to have them subpoenaed for you by the court at no expense to you, if necessary.  You may choose to remain silent at trial and no inference of guilt may be made from your exercise of your fifth amendment right to remain silent.  If you choose to waive your right to remain silent, you can be questioned the same as any other witness.

You have the right to appeal any final decision by this court to the king county 

superior court by filing a "notice of appeal" with this court and the city attorney 

within 30 days of the date of entry of the final decision.  A copy of written instructions regarding the filing of a notice of appeal can be obtained from the court clerk's office.











(See Reverse)

If you decide to plead "guilty", you should know that a plea of guilty is a confession of guilt, and the result is the same as a conviction.  The guilty plea admits all of the elements of the offense charged as set forth in the formal complaint or citation.  By pleading guilty, you are giving up each of the rights identified previously, as well as your right to appeal the determination of guilt. Furthermore, if you are not a citizen of the united states, a plea of guilty is grounds for deportation, exclusion from admission to the united states, or denial of naturalization under the laws of the united states.

If you plead "guilty," you will be asked to sign the written statement on the guilty plea.  After the court makes a finding of guilt, the court may sentence you immediately if the court has sufficient information.  If not, you will be required to come back to court on another day for sentencing.  Prior to sentencing you will be given the opportunity to say anything you wish about the incident or about yourself to assist the court in determining the appropriate sentence.

It is important not to miss any scheduled court date, to keep the court advised of any changes of address or phone number and to call the court in the event of an unavoidable emergency which prevents you from coming to court as scheduled.  It is entirely within the discretion of the judge whether to excuse your absence or to issue a bench warrant for your immediate arrest.  If a warrant is issued, a $100 warrant fee will be assessed.  If you fail to appear more than once on a particular charge, you will be required to pay the $ 100 warrant fee before you will be allowed to address the judge about the warrant.

Finally, you have the right to consult with an attorney before you enter your plea and the right to be represented by an attorney at any proceeding in this court.  This court is specifically advising you that you must either be represented by an attorney or make a knowing and intelligent waiver of your right to be represented.  If you wish to be represented by an attorney and you do not have the money or property with which to hire one, one can be appointed for you at public expense.  If you are currently being represented by a public defender in another matter you will need to apply and qualify again in order to be represented by a public defender with regard to the matter on which you are now being arraigned.  It is your duty to make arrangements for an attorney, which means to hire one at your own expense, if you can afford one, or to screen for a public defender.  This court is not likely to grant you a continuance simply because you delayed in making arrangements for an attorney.

If you decide to represent yourself, you should be aware that you may be at a significant disadvantage because you will be held to the same standard as an attorney and you will be required to know and follow the laws and court rules which are technical and complex.

I have read or had read to me and understand the above information.

Date __________________
Defendant _________________________________
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