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SUPERIOR COURTS AND JUDICIAL OFFICERS 

 

(a) Original Jurisdiction.  [Reserved. See RCW 2.08.010.] 

 

(b) Powers of Superior Courts. 

 

(1) Powers of Court in Conduct of Judicial Proceedings.  [Reserved. See RCW 2.28.010.] 

 

(2) Punishment for Contempt.  [Reserved. See RCW 2.28.020.] 

 

(3) Implied Powers.  [Reserved. See RCW 2.28.150.] 

 

(c) Powers of Judicial Officers. 

 

(1) Judges Distinguished From Court.  [Reserved. See RCW 2.28.050.] 

 

(2) Judicial Officers Defined--When Disqualified.  [Reserved. See RCW 2.28.030.] 

 

(3) Powers of Judicial Officers.  [Reserved. See RCW 2.28.060.] 

 

(4) Judicial Officer May Punish for Contempt.  [Reserved. See RCW 2.28.070.] 

 

(5) Powers of Judges of Supreme and Superior Courts.  [Reserved. See RCW 2.28.080.] 

 

(6) Powers of Inferior Judicial Officers.  [Reserved. See RCW 2.28.090.] 

 

(7) Powers of Judge in Counties of Judge’s District.  [Reserved. See RCW 2.08.190.] 

 

(8) Visiting Judges. 

 

(A) Assignments. 

 

(i) Visiting judges at direction of Governor.  [Reserved. See RCW 2.08.140.] 

 

(ii) Visiting judges at request of judge or judges.  [Reserved. See RCW 2.08.140 and 

2.08.150.] 

 

(iii) Court administrator--make recommendations.  [Reserved. See RCW 2.56.030(3).] 

 

(iv) Duty of judges to comply with Chief Justices direction.  [Reserved. See  

RCW 2.56.040.] 

 

(B) Powers.  Whenever a visiting judge has heard or tried any case or matter and has 

departed from the county, the visiting judge may require the argument on any posttrial motion to 

be submitted to the visiting judge on briefs at such place within the state as the visiting judge 

may designate and the visiting judge may sign findings of fact, conclusions of law, judgments 

and posttrial orders anywhere within the state. See also RCW 2.08.140 and 2.08.150. 

 

(9) Judges Pro Tempore.  [Reserved. See RCW 2.08.180.] 

 

(10) Change of Judge.  [Reserved. See RCW 4.12.040 and 4.12.050.] 

 

(11) Court May Fix Amount of Bond in Civil Actions.  [Reserved. See RCW 4.44.470.] 

 

(d) Superior Courts Always Open.  The superior courts are courts of record, and shall be 



always open, except on nonjudicial days. 

 

(e) No Court on Legal Holidays--Exceptions. [Reserved. See RCW 2.28.100.] 

 

(f) Sessions.  The superior court shall hold regular and special sessions at the county seats 

of the several counties at such times as the judges may determine and at such other places within 

the county as are designated by the judge or judges thereof with the approval of the chief justice 

of the supreme court of this state and of the governing body of the county.  Special sessions, i.e., 

mental illness hearings, juvenile hearings, and proceedings which are authorized to be held 

before a court commissioner may be held at such times and places as the judges may authorize. 

 

(g) Adjournments. 

 

(1) Power.  [Reserved. See RCW 2.28.120.] 

 

(2) Automatic.  [Reserved. See RCW 2.28.110.] 

 

(3) Effect.  [Reserved. See RCW 2.08.040.] 

 

(h) [Reserved.] 

 

(i) Sessions Where More Than One Judge Sits--Effect of Decrees, Orders, etc.  

[Reserved. See RCW 2.08.160.] 

 

(j) Trials and Hearings; Orders in Chambers.  Except as otherwise authorized by these 

rules or by statute, all trials upon the merits shall be conducted in open court and so far as 

convenient in a regular courtroom. All other acts or proceedings may be done or conducted by a 

judge in chambers, without the attendance of the clerk or other court officials and at any place 

either within or without the county; but no hearing, other than one ex parte, shall be conducted 

outside the county in which the cause or proceedings are pending without the consent of all 

parties affected thereby. 

 

(k) Motion Day--Local Rules.  Unless local conditions make it impracticable, the superior 

court in each county shall establish regular times and places, at intervals sufficiently frequent for 

the prompt dispatch of business, at which motions requiring notice and hearing may be heard and 

disposed of; but the judge at any time or place and on such notice, if any, as the judge considers 

reasonable may make orders for the advancement, conduct, and hearing of actions. 

 

(l) Submission on Briefs.  To expedite its business, the court may make provision by rule 

or order for the submission and determination of motions without oral hearing upon brief written 

statements of reasons in support and opposition. 

 

(m) Stipulations.  See rule 16. 

 

(n) Seal of Court.  [Reserved. See RCW 2.08.050.] 

 

[Adopted effective July 1, 1967; Amended effective May 24, 1978; September 1, 1992; 

September 1, 2003; April 28, 2015.] 


