
RAP 16.5 

PERSONAL RESTRAINT PETITION—WHERE TO SEEK RELIEF 

 

(a) Court of Appeals.  A personal restraint petition should be filed in the Court of 

Appeals, unless the petition is subject to subsection (b). 

 

(b) Supreme Court.  A personal restraint petition filed by a person under sentence of death 

shall be filed in the Supreme Court.  See RAP 16.3(c). 

 

(c) A personal restraint petition may be transferred by the court in which it is filed.  The 

transfer of a personal restraint petition between the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals 

shall not be subject to a motion to reconsider or, if the transfer is ordered by the clerk of the 

court, a motion to modify. 

 

(d) If a petition filed in the Supreme Court is not transferred to the Court of Appeals, or has 

been transferred from the Court of Appeals to the Supreme Court, the determinations ordinarily 

made by the “Chief Judge” under rules 16.11 and 16.13 may be made by a commissioner. 
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