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Dawn Cordero hugs daughter Isadora, 2 1/2, as her father, Mike Melnick (center), 
husband Vidal Cordero and daughter Carmen, 15 months, stand before Judge Larry 
McKeeman at the Snohomish County Courthouse in Everett on Friday morning.  The 
Corderos adopted Isadora and Carmen during Friday’s National Adoption Day.  
PHOTO BY MARK MULLIGAN/The (Everett) Herald 
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 At a Glance 
 

  
207 children were adopted during 20 separate events hosted by 22 courts and 

Children’s Administration offices. This compares to 209 children adopted during 
events in 2009, 189 adopted in 2008, 166 in 2007, 139 in 2006 and 51 in 2005. 

 
This brings the total number of children adopted in Washington state since 2005 during 

National Adoption Day events to 961.  
 
THREE new courts joined the effort for 2010 — Jefferson, Grant and Lewis. All previous 

courts have continued and generally increased the size of their events. The three new 
counties joined in without any particular recruitment from the Steering Committee, and 
all said they will continue to celebrate NAD.  

 
This means more than half the counties in the state are now celebrating National 

Adoption Day.  
  
 The courts were encouraged this year to work with their local city councils and county 

commissions on resolutions proclaiming Adoption Day in their communities.  Most of 
the jurisdictions were happy to do this, particularly Okanogan, which had three 
different jurisdictions proclaim Adoption Day for their event. President Obama also 
declared November as Adoption Month for NAD. 

 
A number of courts took advantage of the remaining teddy bears for their events, as 

well as planning tools in the National Adoption Day Toolkit and family certificates 
provided by AOC. Resources may be even more of an issue in 2011.  

 
Work was begun on a National Adoption Day Web page on AOC’s Web site, to 

provide better access for the courts to information and documents for their 
celebrations. Because of staffing shortages it was not completed this year, but we 
expect it to be up and running before next year’s celebrations are planned.   

 
 Media coverage was again excellent, with NAD stories on KING TV and KOMO radio, 

in the Everett Herald, the Spokesman Review, The Olympian, the Bellingham Herald, 
the Vancouver Columbian, the Tri Cities Herald, the Centralia Chronicle, the Yakima 
Herald, Wenatchee World, the Kitsap Sun, the Skagit Valley Herald, the Columbia 
Basin Herald, the Whidbey News Times, the Peninsula Daily News, and more. Though 
we did not get coverage from the Seattle papers — who had NAD on their front pages 
last year — we did get coverage from several papers who we have typically had 
difficulty getting coverage from.  
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Judge Dean Lum, Chair 
King County Superior Court 

(206) 296-9295 
dean.lum@metrokc.gov 

  
  

  
  

Pam Kramer 
Adoption Program Manager 

DSHS Children’s Administration 
(360) 902-7968 

caip300@dshs.wa.gov 
  
  

  
  

Paulette Caswell 
Adoption Recruiter, DSHS 

 (425) 673-3147 
CAPM300@dshs.wa.gov 

  
  

  
  

Lorrie Thompson 
Communications Officer 

Administrative Office of the 
Courts 

(360) 705-5347 
Lorrie.thompson@courts.wa.gov 

  
  

Sherry Hill 
Communications Director, DSHS 

Children’s Administration 
(360) 902-7892 

Sherry.Hill@dshs.wa.gov 
  

  

  
 
  
  
  
  
 



County 
  

Event  
details 

Court Contact 
Information 
  

Children’s Administration 
Contact 

Benton/ 
Franklin 
  

Friday, Nov. 
19 
  
3 – 5 p.m. 
  
Franklin 
County 
Courthouse 
  

Tiffay Husom 
Tiffany.Husom@co.benton.wa.us 
  

  
Erin Haskins 
509-993-7978 
Erin.haskins@dshs.wa.gov 
  

Chelan/ 
Douglas 
  
  
  

Saturday, 
Nov. 20 
  
Noon - 3 p.m. 
  
Foothills  
Middle School,  
Wenatchee 

Judge T.W. Small 
509-667-6210 
Chip.small@co.chelan.wa.us 
  
Judge Lesley Allan 
509-667-6210 
Lesley.allan@co.chelan.wa.us 
  
Sue Baker, Chelan/Douglas 
CASA, 509-662-7350 
cdcasa@nwi.net 

  

Clark 
  
  
  

Thursday, 
Nov. 18 
  
4 – 6 p.m. 
  
Vancouver 
First United 
Methodist   

 
  

Stephanie Hughes, 
DSHS Child Family Welfare Services & 
Adoption Supervisor 
Direct: 360.993.7898     
BESE300@dshs.wa.gov 

Cowlitz 
  
  
5th Annual 

Friday, Nov. 
12 
  
1:30 p.m. 
  
APPW Bldg., 
724 15th Ave., 
Longview 

Judge Jill Johanson 
360-577-3085  
JohansonJ@co.cowlitz.wa.us 
  
Jeanmarie Moore 
360-442-9605 
Moreclan9@hotmail.com 
  

Debbie Marker 
360-501-2620 
Made300@dshs.wa.gov 
  

Grant 
  
First! 
  
  

Grant County 
Superior 
Court 

Judge John Knodell 
509-754-2011 ext 444  

Mike McAtee 

Island 
  

Friday, Nov. 
19, 3 p.m. 
  
Law & Jus-
tice Bldg.,  
Coupeville 

Judge Vickie Churchill 
360-679-7361 
Vickiec@co.island.wa.us 
  
Sherry Cameron, Court Manager 
360-240-5524 
Sherryc@co.island.wa.us 
  

Jami Belieu jbel300@dshs.wa.gov 
360.416.7200 
  

Children 
Adopted 

 
10 

 
4 

 
Celebra-
tion — 
No  
adoptions 

 
12 

 
6 

 
3 

Washington State National Adoption Day 
November 19, 2010 



Jefferson 
  
  
First! 

Wednesday, Nov. 
17 
  
Noon 
  
Jefferson County 
Superior Court 

Judge Craddock Verser 
  
Jefferson County Superior Court  
Administrator Michelle Moore 
360‐385‐9360 
Mmoore@co.jefferson.wa.us 
  
  

  

King 
  
  
9th annual 

Friday, Nov. 19 
  
Adoptions 11 
a.m. 
Celebration Noon 
  
King County Su-
perior Court, 
E942 (9th floor) 

Judge James Doerty 
  
Administrative Supervisor Sathia 
Vann at 
sathia.vann@kingcounty.gov or 
(206) 205‐2528 
  
Merle Redd-Jones 
Merle.Redd-Jones@kingcounty.gov 
  

Pat Daane 
206-691-2475 
Dapa300@dshs.wa.gov 
  
Paulette Caswell 
206-691-2356 
Capm300@dshs.wa.gov 
  

Lewis 
  
  
First! 

Friday, Nov. 19 
  
  
Lewis County 
Superior Court 
  

Judge Jim Lawler 
  
Susie Parker, Superior Court Adminis-
trator 
360-740-1333, ext. 3 
Susie.Parker@lewiscountyway.gov 
  

  

Kitsap 
  

Friday, Nov. 19 
  
3 p.m. 
  
Kitsap County 
Superior Court, 
Port Orchard 

Judge Sally Olsen 
SFOlsen@co.kitsap.wa.us 
  
Frank Maiocco, Administrator 
360-337-7140 
fmaiocco@co.kitsap.wa.us 

Ann Kaluzny 
360-475-3547 
Kaan300@dshs.wa.gov 
  

Mason 
  
  
  
  
  

Friday, Nov. 19 
  
1:30 p.m. 
  
Mason County 
Superior Court, 
Shelton 

Rich Adamson 
(360) 427-9670 
Richa@co.mason.wa.us 
  
Robyn Lockwood, Administrator 
Rl@co.mason.wa.us 
(360) 427-9670, ext. 206 
  

Jackie Gund, Supervisor 
Shelton DCFS (360)432-
2072 
gund300@dshs.wa.gov 
  

Okanogan Friday, Nov. 19 
  
2 p.m. 
  
Okanogan 
County Superior 
Court 

Judge  Jack Burchard 
590-422-7131 
jburchard@co.okanogan.wa.us 
  
Tim Hargraves, CASA coordinator 
509-422-7257 
Tim.hargraves@co.okanogan.wa.us 
  

  

Pierce 
  

Friday, Nov. 19 
  
9:00 a.m. 
  
Pierce County Ju-
venile Court 
  

Joni Irvin, Pierce County Juvenile 
Court Adoption Coordinator 
253-798-7978 
jirvin@co.pierce.wa.us 
  
  

Annie Doll 
253-983-6295 
Doll300@dshs.wa.gov 
  
Mary Balmer-Bromberg 
Mary, balmer-
bromberg@dshs.wa.gov 
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San Juan Friday, Nov. 19 
  
3:30 p.m. – 5 
p.m. 
  
San Juan County 
Superior Court  
 

Jane Hutchison, Court Administrator 
San Juan County Superior Court 
360) 378-2399 or (360) 370-7480 
JaneH@co.san-juan.wa.us 
  
  

Sherry Brummel 
Brus300@dshs.wa.gov 
  
Ellen Roberts 
RELL300@dshs.wa.gov 

Skagit Friday, Nov. 19 
  
3 p.m. – 4:30 
p.m. 
  
Skagit County 
Superior Court, 
  

Delilah George, Court Administrator 
360-336-9325 
delilahg@co.skagit.wa.us 
  
  

Jami Belieu 
jbel300@dshs.wa.gov 
360.416.7200 
  

Snohomish 
  
  

Friday, Nov. 19 
  
Celebration start-
ing 10:30 A.M. 
  
Snohomish  
County Superior  
Court 
  

Judge David Kurtz 
425-388-3881 
judge@co.snohomish.wa.us 
  
Jessica Gurley, staff contact 
425-388-7840 
Jessica.gurley@co.snohomish.wa.us 
  
 

Sarah Casey 
sbsh300@dshs.wa.gov 
425.339.4809 
  
  

Spokane 
  

Friday, Nov. 19 
  
Noon 
  
Spokane Superior 
Court jury 
lounge 
  

Commissioner Steven Grovdahl 
509-477-5702  
sgrovdahl@spokanecounty.org 
  
  
  

Sharon Tanner 
509-363-3460 
Sharon.tanner@dshs.wa.gov 
  
Raelean Hendrickson 
509-363-3351 
Raelean.hendrickson@dshs.wa.
gov 
  

Thurston 
  

Thursday, Nov. 
18 
  
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
  
Thurston County 
Family and  
Juvenile Court 
  

Judge Anne Hirsch 
hirscha@co.thurston.wa.us 
(360)709‐3232 
  
Bev Morgan 
360-709-3232 
Morganb@co.thurston.wa.us 
  

Debbie Duplessis 
360-725-6683 
Debra.duplessis@dshs.wa.gov 
  

Whatcom 
  
  

Friday, Nov. 19 
  
9 a.m. - Noon 
  
Whatcom County 
Superior Court, 
5th Floor 

Judge Charles Snyder 
360-738-2457 
Csnyder@co.whatcom.wa.us 
  
Commissioner Martha Gross 
MGross@whatcomcounty.us 
  
NF Jackson 
360-676-6777 
Njackson@co.whatcom.wa.us 
  

Jami Belieu 
(jami.belieu@dshs.wa.gov 
  
360.416.7200 
  

Yakima 
  
  

Monday, Nov.  15 
  
2 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
  
Yakima Juvenile 
Court 
  

Commissioner Robert Inouye 
Yakima County Superior Court 
509-574-2710 
Robert.Inouye@co.yakima.wa.us 
  

Cheri Holden, 
DSHS adoption worker 
509-865-1650; 
Cell:  509-969-5254 
mylc300@dshs.wa.gov 
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2010 Media Coverage 
 
 
 
Vancouver Columbian, “East Vancouver couple fulfill ‘spiritual calling’ adopting four:  
http://www.columbian.com/news/2010/nov/15/adoption-east-vancouver-couple/ 
 
 Yakima Herald, “National Adoption Day – 12  youths now have ‘forever families’”:  http://yakima-
herald.com/stories/2010/11/15/national-adoption-day-12-youths-now-have-forever-families 
 
 Tri City Herald, ‘West Richland family doubles with adoption of 4 siblings”:  http://www.tri-
cityherald.com/2010/11/14/1251961/w-richland-family-more-than-doubles.html 
 
 Spokesman Review, “Welcome to the family: Adoption Day means new families for children”:  
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2010/nov/19/adoption-day-means-new-families-children/ 
 
 Kitsap Sun, “For Three Kitsap Kids, Nothing and Everything Changes on Adoption Day”:  
http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/2010/nov/19/for-three-kitsap-kids-nothing-and-everything-on/ 
 
 KOMO:  http://tacoma.komonews.com/content/forever-families-made-national-adoption-day 
 
 Wenatchee World, “Local Families Grow on Adoption Day”:  
http://www.wenatcheeworld.com/news/2010/nov/22/local-families-grow-on-adoption-day/ 
 
 Everett Herald, “Already families, but National Adoption Day Makes it official”:  
http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20101120/NEWS01/710039862 
 
 Bellingham Herald, “Whatcom County families celebrate National Adoption Day”: 
http://www.bellinghamherald.com/2010/11/19/1730214/whatcom-county-families-celebrate.html 
 
 The Olympian, “Special day of celebration honors forever families in state”: 
http://www.theolympian.com/2010/11/18/1444028/special-day-of-celebration-honors.html 
 
 Whidbey News Times, “Foster kids find Whidbey families in time for holidays”:  
http://www.pnwlocalnews.com/whidbey/wnt/community/110871039.html 
 
 Centralia Chronicle (via The Olympian), “Day in court creates new families”:  
http://www.theolympian.com/2010/11/28/1455165/day-in-court-creates-new-families.html 
 
 Columbia Basin Herald, “Grant County families celebrate adoptions”: 
http://www.columbiabasinherald.com/news/article_e196bcfa-f756-11df-8537-001cc4c002e0.html 
 
 Skagit Valley Herald, “Adoption Day: A ‘forever home’ for older kids”: 
http://www.goskagit.com/home/article/adoption_day_a_forever_home_for_older_kids/ 
 
 Peninsula Daily News, “National Adoption Day slated to Jefferson County Superior Court”: 
http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2010311179984 
  



 
       Washington State Courts           Washington State Department of Social & Health Services 
 
  
 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    FROM:  Lorrie Thompson 
       Administrative Office of the Courts 
       (360) 705-5347 
 
 November 10, 2010                 Sherry Hill 
       DSHS Children’s Administration 
       (360) 902-7892 
 
  

  

 Foster child numbers declining as National Adoption Day is 
celebrated in state courts next week 

 
  
 Dozens of Washington foster children and thousands of foster children around the U.S. will join new families this 
month as courts celebrate National Adoption Day amid successful efforts by child welfare workers and courts to 
move children out of foster care more quickly.  
 
 As National Adoption Day enters its sixth year of statewide celebration in Washington, and its 11th year of celebra-
tion nationwide, courts and adoption workers from 19 Washington counties will host adopting families as they wel-
come new members and remove more children from the foster care rolls. Celebrating counties include: 
 
 Benton/Franklin  King   San Juan  Whatcom 
Chelan/Douglas              Kitsap   Skagit   Yakima 
Clark    Mason   Snohomish 
Cowlitz    Okanogan  Spokane 
Island    Pierce   Thurston 
 
  
 Nearly 800 foster children have been adopted into new families during National Adoption Day events in Washing-
ton courts since 2005, and nearly 30,000 foster children have found new families nationwide, since National Adop-
tion Day was founded by a handful of courts in 2000 to raise awareness of the thousands of foster children awaiting 
adoption. The Washington celebration is co-sponsored by the state Supreme Court Commission on Children in Fos-
ter Care and the Department of Social and Health Services Children’s Administration.  
 
 The number of foster children is declining nationally and in Washington as child welfare agencies and the Chil-
dren’s Administration continually intensify efforts to move children more quickly into permanent family situations, 
either through reunifying children with their birth parents or through adoption out of foster care into new families.  
 
 Quicker resolution for foster children is the primary goal of the Supreme Court’s Foster Care Commission, which 
was established in 2005 and includes judges, child welfare workers, foster parents, current or former foster children, 
legislators, school officials, tribal officials and attorneys. 

                                          
 

  



 
 In Fiscal Year 2009 (July 2008 through June 2009), the Children’s Administration announced that a record num-
ber of Washington foster children had been adopted into new homes (1,701 adoptions, compared to an average of 
1,100 – 1,200 per year). That trend continued in Fiscal Year 2010 with 1,533 adoptions taking place, well above 
the previous average. 
 
 “I am pleased that so many communities are celebrating adoptions with children and their forever families on 
these special days,” said Children’s Administration Assistant Secretary Denise Revels Robinson. “So many legally 
free children wait for a family, knowing that they belong to someone and someone belongs to them. This month 
that wait is over for the children who are fortunate enough to join these families legally and forever.” 
 
 Although adoption hearings are generally closed, National Adoption Day events provide a rare opportunity for the 
public and media to be present as new families are being formed, to speak with adopting parents and learn more 
about the adoption process.  
 
 As of Aug. 1, 2010, there were 9,114 children living in foster care in Washington, with 1,323 of those available for 
adoption — meaning the courts had permanently terminated their biological parents’ rights to raise them. By compari-
son, when Washington state courts first began celebrating National Adoption Day in 2005, more than 9,500 children 
lived in foster care and far fewer (about 1,080) were available for adoption.  
 
 “The profound and positive impact of adoption on the life of a foster child can’t be over-stated,” said King County Su-
perior Court Judge Dean Lum, Chairman of the Washington State National Adoption Day Steering Committee, who was 
himself an adopted child. “Children who suffer the loss of their parents find a new foundation of love and support 
through adoption, and that foundation provides them a solid base throughout their lives.” 
 
  
  
 CONTACT:  DSHS Children’s Administration Assistant Secretary Denise Revels Robinson, (360) 902-7892; King 
County Superior Court Judge Dean Lum, chair, Washington State National Adoption Day Steering Committee, (206) 
296-9295, dean.lum@kingcounty.gov; Pam Kramer, DSHS Children’s Administration Adoption Program Manager, 
(360) 902-7968. 
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