Speaking Points

1. We are here today because right now in Washington State, more than 9,800
children live in foster care. Of those, more than 1,500 children have legally lost
their biological parents and are waiting to belong to new families.

2. They are part of a larger picture across the United States, where more than
400,000 children live in foster care and 107,000 have legally lost their parents.

3. Each year, across the country, more than 25,000 foster children “age out” of
the system without ever finding a permanent home and family.

4. The average foster child available for adoption waits more than two years to
find a family. Nearly 20 percent of foster children wait five years or more.

5. Many potential adoptive parents are not aware that foster children in their
own areas are waiting to be adopted.

6. Many also do not realize that adoptive parents can be single or older or of
many different walks of life. There is no cookie-cutter recipe for an adoptive
parent who can come into a child’s life and change it forever.

7. That’s why National Adoption Day was created nationally in 2000, and why
Washington courts and communities started celebrating statewide in 2005.
That's why our court [or community] is celebrating it today. We need to raise
awareness in the community and among potential parents that these children
are here, available, and waiting to find families.

8. We’re also here to celebrate adoptive families, who do so much to change
the lives of children who need the stable love and nurturing of a forever family.
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