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Thomas Walter introduces his daughter, 8-month-old Wren, to Judge Ellen Fair on 
Friday as his wife, Angie Scharbau (left), watches during adoption procedures at 
the Snohomish County Courthouse.  
PHOTO BY DAN BATES/The (Everett) Herald 
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 At a Glance 
 

  
168 children were adopted during 18 separate events hosted by 20 courts   
 and Children’s Administration offices.  
 
 
This helped Washington reach a milestone, bringing the total number of 

children adopted since 2005 during National Adoption Day events to 1,129.  
 
 
A new Washington State National Adoption Day Web page was created on 

the Washington Courts Web site at 
www.courts.wa.gov/newsinfo/adoptionDay/?fa=adoptionDay.home. The site 
includes news, historic information, photos, brochures, planning resources, 
national and state links and more. The site will provide courts year-round 
access to information for planning purposes, and can help the media and 
others with background information and current details. 

   
 
 WARM 106.9 was contacted for help providing teddy bears to the courts for 

their celebrations; the station’s Teddy Bear Patrol program donated 
approximately 300 bears. Because many courts can no longer afford to 
purchase supplies, nearly all 300 bears were used during NAD events. 

 
 
A new member joined the planning team this year, Carolyn Jones from 

Children’s Administration. Carolyn provided excellent assistance tracking 
down statistics and contacting the regional offices as they coordinated with 
courts on the events.  

 
 
 Media coverage was again excellent, with NAD stories on KING TV, in the 

Everett Herald, The Olympian, the Tacoma News Tribune, the Vancouver 
Columbian, the Tri-City Herald, Wenatchee World, the Skagit Valley Herald, 
the Peninsula Daily News, and more.  
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National Adoption Day Fact Sheet 
 

 2011 Foster Adoption Facts 
 

 WASHINGTON STATE: 
On October 31, 2011, there were 8,287 children living in out‐of‐home care including licensed 

foster homes and relative placements. (Source: FamLink, Department of Social and Health 
Services, Children’s Administration) 
 

  
• In state fiscal year 2011, 1,676 children were adopted from foster care through DSHS Chil‐
dren’s Administration. Since fiscal year 2009 DSHS has averaged more than 1,500 finalized adop‐
tions per year. (Source: FamLink) 

 

  
• As of August 2011, there were 1,574 Washington children in out‐of‐home care who had legally 
lost their parents — meaning parental rights had been terminated by the courts or relinquished by 
parents — and were waiting to be adopted. (Source: FamLink) 

 

  
• By DSHS region, numbers of legally‐free children:  Region 1 – 466; Region 2 – 529; Region 3 – 
579. (Source: FamLink) (DSHS consolidated from six regions to three regions in 2011) 

 

  
• While potential families have been identified for many Washington foster children, hundreds 
of children have no parents or families waiting to adopt them. 

 

  
• The average stay in foster care for Washington children is approximately 17 months (512 days) 
(Source: FamLink) while the average length of stay for children in out‐of‐home care nationally is 
about 25 months (Source: Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System ((AFCARS), fed‐
eral fiscal year 2010 data – October 1, 2009 through September 30, 2010). 

 

  
Washington State laws and rules that pertain to adoption are RCW 26.33, and WAC 388‐27. 

 
 UNITED STATES: 

In federal fiscal year 2010, there were approximately 408,425 foster children in the U.S. and 
about 107,011 available for adoption. (Source: AFCARS) 
 

  
In federal fiscal year 2010, nearly 28,000 youth in foster care “aged out” of the foster care sys‐

tem (reached age 18) without ever having found a permanent family. (Source: AFCARS) 
 

  
• Nationally, the average age of a foster child waiting to be adopted is eight years old. In federal 
fiscal year 2010, approximately 11 percent of foster children nationally spent five years or more 
waiting to be adopted. (Source: AFCARS) 

 

  
While the majority of adoptive parents are married couples (61percent), a growing number of 

single adults provide loving homes for foster children and represent 31 percent of foster 
child adoptions nationally. (Source:AFCARS) 

 
  

  



 

County 
  

Event details Court Contact 
Information 
  

Children’s Administra
tion 
Contact 

Children 
adopted 

Benton/ 
Franklin 
  

Friday, Nov. 18 
  
3 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
  
Benton County Justice 
Center, 7122 W. Oka‐
nogan Pl., Bldg. A, Ken‐
newick, 99336 
  

Tiffay Husom 
Tiffany.Husom@co.benton.wa.
us 
509‐736‐3071 ext. 23 
  
Pat Austin 
Pat.Austin@co.benton.wa.us 

Erin Haskins 
Erin.Haskins@dshs.wa.gov 

  
        8 

Chelan/ 
Douglas 
  
  
  

Saturday, Nov. 19 
  
11:30 a.m. 
  
Foothills Middle 
School, 1410 Maple 
Street, Wenatchee 

Judge T.W. Small 
509‐667‐6210 
Chip.small@co.chelan.wa.us 
  
Judge Lesley Allan 
509‐667‐6210 
Lesley.allan@co.chelan.wa.us 
  
Sue Baker, Chelan/Douglas 
CASA, 509‐662‐7350 
cdcasa@nwi.net 
  

Steve Chervinskas  
cste300@dshs.wa.gov 
  

  
      9 

Clark 
  
  
  

Thursday, Nov. 17 
  
4 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
  
Vancouver First 
United Methodist 
Church 
  

  
Judge Edwin Poyfair 
  

Stephanie Hughes, 
DSHS Child Family Wel‐
fare Services & Adoption 
Supervisor 
Direct: 360.993.7898     
BESE300@dshs.wa.gov 

  
Celebration 
  

Cowlitz 
  
  
  

Friday, Nov. 18 
  
2 p.m. 
  
Cowlitz County Events 
Center, 1900 7th Ave.,  
Longview, 98632 

Judge Gary Bashor 
BashorG@co.cowlitz.wa.us 
  
Superior and Juvenile Court 
Administrator Chad Connors 
ConnorsC@co.cowlitz.wa.us 
  
  
  
  

Debbie Marker 
360‐501‐2620 
Made300@dshs.wa.gov 

  
     21 

Grant 
  
  
  
  

Friday, Nov. 18,  2011 
  
11 a.m. 
  
Grant County Superior 
Court, 5 C St. NW 
Ephrata, WA 98823 
  

Judge John Antosz 
509‐754‐2011 ext 444  
  
Mindi Finke, Administrator 
Mfinke@co.grant.wa.us 
509‐754‐2011 ext 444  
  

Mike McAtee 
Mike.McAtee@dshs.wa.go
v 

  
  
  
     4 

Washington State National Adoption Day 
November 18(ish), 2011 



Island 
  

Friday, Nov. 18 
  
3 p.m. 
  
Law & Justice Bldg., 
101 NE 6th St., Coupe‐
ville, WA 
98239 
  

Judge Vickie Churchill 
360‐679‐7361 
Vickiec@co.island.wa.us 
  
Brooke Powell, Administrator 
Island Co. Superior & Juvenile 
360‐240‐5524 
Brookep@co.island.wa.us 
  

Jami Belieu 
jbel300@dshs.wa.gov 
360‐416‐7200 
  

  
  
     1 

Jefferson 
  
  
  
  

Wednesday, Nov. 16 
  
1 p.m. 
  
Jefferson County Supe‐
rior Court 
1820 Jefferson St. 
Port Townsend 
98368 
  

Commissioner Noah Harrison 
  
Jefferson County Superior Court 
Administrator Michelle Moore 
360‐385‐9360 
Mmoore@co.jefferson.wa.us 
  
  

    
  
     1 

King 
  
  
10th annual 

Friday, Nov. 18 
  
Celebration Noon – 1 
p.m. 
  
King County Superior 
Court, E942 (9th floor) 
516 3rd Ave., Seattle 
98104 

Judge Dean Lum 
Dean.Lum@kingcounty.gov 
  
Merle Redd‐Jones 
Family Court Operations Manager 
Merle.Redd‐
Jones@kingcounty.gov 

Pat Daane 
206‐691‐2475 
Dapa300@dshs.wa.gov 
  
Paulette Caswell 
206‐691‐2356 
Capm300@dshs.wa.gov 

  
  
      10 

Kitsap Friday, Nov. 18 
3 p.m. 
  
Kitsap County Supe‐
rior Court, 
614 Division St., 
Port Orchard, WA 

Judge Jeanette Dalton 
Jdalton@co.kitsap.wa.us 
  
Frank Maiocco, Administrator 
360‐337‐7140 
fmaiocco@co.kitsap.wa.us 

Ann Kaluzny 
360‐475‐3547 
Kaan300@dshs.wa.gov 

  
  
       9 

Mason 
  
  
  
  
  

Thursday, Dec. 8 
3:30 p.m. 
  
Mason County Supe‐
rior Court, 419 N. 4th, 
Shelton, 98584 

Robyn Lockwood, Administrator 
Rl@co.mason.wa.us 
(360) 427‐9670, ext. 206 
  

Jackie Gund, Supervisor 
Shelton DCFS (360)432‐
2072 
gund300@dshs.wa.gov 
  

  
  
      4 

Okanogan Friday, Nov. 18 
  
3:30 p.m. 
  
Okanogan County Su‐
perior Court, 
149 3rd N., Okanogan, 
98840, 3rd floor 
  

Judge  Jack Burchard 
590‐422‐7131 
jburchard@co.okanogan.wa.us 
  
Tim Hargraves, CASA coord. 
509‐422‐7257 
Timhargraves@co.okanogan.wa.us 
  

Bobbie Lloyd 
Bobbie.Lloyd@dshs.wa.
gov 
  

  
  
      1 



 
  

Pierce 
  

Friday, Nov. 18 
  
9:00 a.m. 
  
Pierce County Juvenile 
Court, 5501 6th Ave, 
Tacoma 98406 

Joni Irvin, Pierce County Juve‐
nile Court Adoption Coordina‐
tor 
253‐798‐7978 
jirvin@co.pierce.wa.us 
  
  

Annie Doll 
253‐983‐6295 
Doll300@dshs.wa.gov 
  
  

  
  
      14 

Skagit Friday, Nov. 18 
  
3 p.m. 
  
Skagit County Superior 
Court, 205 W. Kincaid, 
Rm 202 
Mount Vernon, 98273 
  
  

Delilah George, Court Adminis‐
trator 
360‐336‐9325 
delilahg@co.skagit.wa.us 
  
  

Jami Belieu 
jbel300@dshs.wa.gov 
360‐416‐7200 
  

  
  
       6 

Snohomish 
  
  

Friday, Nov. 18 
  
Adoptions 9 a.m. – 
Noon; Celebration 
starting 10:30 A.M. 
  

Judge David Kurtz 
425‐388‐3881 
judge@co.snohomish.wa.us 
  
Jessica Gurley, staff contact 
425‐388‐7840 

Sarah Casey 
sbsh300@dshs.wa.gov 
425‐339‐4809 
  
  

  
  
  
      17 

Spokane 
  

Friday, Nov. 18 
Noon 
  
Spokane Superior 
Court, 1116 W. Broad‐
way Ave., Spokane, 
99260 
  
Jury lounge 

Commissioner Steven 
Grovdahl 
509‐477‐5702  
sgrovdahl@spokanecounty.org 
  
  
  
  
  

Sharon Tanner 
509‐363‐3460 
Sharon.tanner@dshs.wa
.gov 
  
Brett Helling 
Brett.Helling@wa.gov 
  

  
  
  
       15 

Thurston 
  

Thursday, Nov. 17 
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
  
Thurston County Fam‐
ily and Juvenile Court, 
Tumwater 

Judge Anne Hirsch 
hirscha@co.thurston.wa.us 
(360)709‐3232 
  
Bev Morgan 
360‐709‐3232 

Ken Patis, DCFS 
Supervisor, Tumwater 
360‐725‐6707 
Pake300@dshs.wa.gov 
  
  

  
  
       9 

Whatcom 
   
  

Friday, Nov. 18 
  
9 a.m. 
  
Whatcom County Su‐

Judge Charles Snyder 
360‐738‐2457 
Csnyder@co.whatcom.wa.us 
  
NF Jackson 

Jami Belieu 
jami.belieu@dshs.wa.gov 
  
360‐416‐7200 
  

  
  
       17 

Yakima 
   
  

Monday, Nov.  21 
  
2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
  
Yakima Juvenile Court 

Commissioner Robert Inouye 
509‐574‐2710 
Robert.Inouye@co.yakima.wa.
us 
  

Cheri Holden, 
DCFS Adoptions Spe‐
cialist 
509‐865‐1650; 
Cell:  509‐969‐5254 

  
  
       22 



 

NAD 2012 Media Coverage 
 
  
 Everett Herald, “For a day, world of foster child adoptions opens to the public eye,” 
http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20111119/NEWS01/711199942/1053/COMM0621   
 
  
 The Olympian, “For many fragile children, a family is what they need the most,” 
http://www.theolympian.com/2011/11/16/1878665/for-many-fragile-children-a-family.html  
 
  
 Tri-City Herald, “8 kids get forever families on National Adoption Day,” http://www.tri-
cityherald.com/2011/11/19/1723353/8-kids-get-forever-families-on.html   
 
  
 The (Tacoma) News Tribune, “On National Adoption Day, 12 families grow in Pierce 
County courtroom,” http://www.thenewstribune.com/2011/11/19/1912301/a-story-about-
happy-endings.html  
 
  
 The (Vancouver) Columbian, “Adoptive life grand for Vancouver couple, granddaughter,” 
http://www.columbian.com/news/2011/nov/20/adoptive-life-grand-vancouver-grandparents-
nationa/  
 
  
 Peninsula Daily News, “Couple adopt child in Jefferson County court,” 
http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/article/20111118/NEWS/311189985/couple-adopt-child-
in-jefferson-county-court  
 
  
 Skagit Valley Herald, “Finding a home on National Adoption Day,” 
http://www.goskagit.com/news/article_707c256a-147d-11e1-b38b-001cc4c002e0.html  
 
  
 Wenatchee World, “NCW families step up for adoptions,”  
http://www.wenatcheeworld.com/news/2011/nov/18/NCW-families-step-up-for-adoptions/  
 
  
 Seattle Mariners.com, “Mariner’s mascot attends National Adoption Day,” 
http://seattle.mariners.mlb.com/news/article.jsp?ymd=20111119&content_id=26008602&vkey
=news_sea&c_id=sea   
 
  
 King County TV, live and recorded coverage. 
 
  



 
       Washington State Courts           Washington State Department of Social & Health Services 
 
  
 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    FROM:  Lorrie Thompson 
       Administrative Office of the Courts 
       (360) 705-5347 
 
 November 10, 2011    Sherry Hill 
       DSHS Children’s Administration 
       (360) 902-7892 
 
  

  

 1,574: The reason Washington courts will celebrate Na
tional Adoption Day around Nov. 18 

 
  
 1,574. The population of a small town, or a fairly large high school. Enough to fill up about 26 school buses or a 
convention center.  
 
 It’s also the number of children in Washington state who have no parents or permanent guardians, nowhere to call 
“home.” The rights of their biological parents were terminated by courts, or relinquished by the parents themselves. 
They live in limbo, waiting for a family to want them enough to adopt them legally and forever.  
 
 By the end of November, that number will be smaller. Washington courts and child welfare workers will celebrate 
the state’s seventh statewide National Adoption Day on or around Nov. 18 with more than 140 adoptions of fos-
ter children into new families, and dozens of other non-foster adoptions as well. The media and public are invited 
and welcome to attend any and all celebrations, talk with adoptive parents, judges, child welfare workers and more.  
 
 Although adoption hearings are generally closed, National Adoption Day events provide a rare opportunity for the 
public and media to be present as new families are being formed. The goal is raising awareness among potential 
adoptive parents of the children who are still waiting.  
 
 Celebrating counties include (see attached list): 
 
Benton/Franklin  King   Grant   Whatcom 
Skagit    Kitsap   Chelan/Douglas              Clark 
Yakima                Mason   Snohomish  Jefferson 
Cowlitz    Okanogan  Spokane  Island   
Pierce    Thurston 
 
 “We can’t say enough about the adoptive parents who open their homes and hearts to children who need love, stability 
and family,” said King County Superior Court Judge Dean Lum, Chairman of the Washington State National Adoption 
Day Steering Committee, who was himself an adopted child. “Without these parents, many thousands of children would 
never have that special foundation to carry them through their lives.” 

                                          
 



 
 Washington National Adoption Day celebrations will also pass the 1,000-child milestone in 2011. As of last year, 
961 children had been adopted into new homes during NAD events in Washington since courts began celebrating 
statewide in 2005.  
 
 National Adoption Day was founded by a handful of courts, child welfare agencies and businesses in 2000 to raise 
awareness of the thousands of foster children awaiting adoption. Washington’s statewide celebration was launched 
in 2005 by the state Supreme Court Commission on Children in Foster Care and is co-sponsored by the Depart-
ment of Social and Health Services Children’s Administration, the Superior Court Judges’ Association, and the 
Administrative Office of the Courts. The 2011 celebration is also sponsored by WARM 106.9’s Teddy Bear Patrol 
program.  
 
 Quicker resolution for foster children is the primary goal of the Supreme Court Commission on Children in Foster 
Care, which was established in 2005 and includes judges, child welfare workers, foster parents, current or former 
foster children, legislators, school officials, tribal officials and attorneys.  
 
 In the past three fiscal years, the annual average number of foster adoptions has increased (1,701 in 2009, 1,533 in 
2010 and 1,676 in 2011) from a previous average of 1,100 – 1,200.  
 
 As of Oct. 31, 2011, there were 8,287 children living in foster care in Washington, with 1,574 of those available 
for adoption. By comparison, when Washington state courts first began celebrating National Adoption Day in 
2005, more than 9,500 children lived in foster care and far fewer (about 1,080) were available for adoption.  
 
 “Since 2009 more than 1,500 children have been adopted each year from foster care,” said DSHS Children’s Ad-
ministration Assistant Secretary Denise Revels Robinson. “I am pleased that during National Adoption Month, we 
can celebrate the legal adoption of 1,676 children and youth this year who now have forever families.” 
 
  
  
  
 CONTACT:  King County Superior Court Judge Dean Lum, Chair, Washington State National Adoption Day Steering 
Committee, (206) 296-9295, dean.lum@kingcounty.gov; DSHS Children’s Administration Assistant Secretary Denise 
Revels Robinson, (360) 902-7892; retired Supreme Court Justice Bobbe Bridge, co-chair, Supreme Court Commission 
on Children in Foster Care, (and founder of the Center for Children and Youth Justice), (206) 696-7503, ext. 10.  
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Dispatches from the frontlines 
 
 
We had a great event.  Over 200 people in attendance ☺  Our best yet!! 
~Arlene 
Arlene Grover 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Chelan-Douglas CASA Program 
 
  
 Commissioner Thurman W. Lowans finalized adoptions of nine children into 8 families -- a packed courtroom 
with "new" extended family members in attendance; teddy bears, balloons, cake and cider; plenty of smiles to go 
around.  Nancy Sutton, DCFS  Regional Administrator, offered opening remarks re: the importance of NAD and 
thanked everyone for agreeing to be a part.  Reception generously provided by DCFS.   
 
 Thank you!  **Frank (Maiocco, administrator, Kitsap County Superior Court) 
 
  
 We had 8 adoptions.  We reserved 3‐5:00 on November 18th to celebrate the adop‐
tions beginning with the County Commissioner reading the Proclamation, the judi‐
cial officer welcoming everyone and explaining how important permanent families 
are to children, Miss Tri‐Cities sang a song, we had three speakers who had 
adopted or had been adopted speak about their experience. We then separated into 
various courtrooms and began the adoptions and give teddy bears to each child 
adopted.  Refreshments and information booths were in the court hall for all to 
enjoy. Our local BAR is very supportive and plays a key role in this program 
each year. 
 
 Pat Austin 
Patricia Austin 
Superior Court Administrator 
Benton & Franklin Counties 
 
  
 Thanks to all of you for making the 10th anniversary of National Adoption Day (Seattle) such a success this morn-
ing!  It has been an honor and privilege for me to work with each of you. The smiles on the faces of the families 
and kids were priceless, there were many tears of joy and Dan Wilson, Jamie & Karen Moyer and the Moose all 
went to making this another special day. And I must say that the face painting, balloons, coloring table and the 
music (led by our esteemed former colleague Eric Watness) was just wonderful. 

Ten adoptions were finalized in the morning, but we had over 25 adopted children attend the ceremony, 
along with as many family, friends and well-wishers as could fit in the large, presiding courtroom. Actually, it was 
as full as I’ve ever seen it, thanks to all of you. We were gratified to have the Dennehy family, who finalized the 
adoption of now 17 year old Michaela at our first NAD ceremony 10 years ago, return to celebrate this year. 
Lastly, it was inspiring to present the 1st annual Families of the Heart Award to the Grant Family, who to-
day finalized their 5th adoption, 3 of which were out of the foster care system.  

Thank you again for all of your hard work and dedication.    – Judge Dean Lum, King County Superior 
Court, [Chair, Washington State National Adoption Day Steering Committee] 



Skagit County held its fifth annual adoption ceremony and finalized six adoptions.  The ceremonial 
courtroom,  decorated for the joyous event with banners and balloons, was filled to capacity with happy 
families and excited children.  Presiding over the event and giving welcoming comments were Presiding 
Judge Susan K. Cook and  Court Commissioner G. Brian Paxton.  County Commissioner Sharon Dillon 
read a proclamation declaring November 18th as National Adoption Day in Skagit County.  Teddy bears, 
donated by WARM 106.9,  were given to each of the newly adopted children. Each new family was in-
vited up to the bench for photos, with the judge and court commissioner, and to let the children try out 
the gavel!  Refreshments were enjoyed by all! 
Delilah M. George 
Administrator 
Skagit County Superior Court  
 
 
  
 Vancouver had approximately 150 children and families in attendance for our annual celebration. Judge Poyfair 
was the keynote speaker, and the families enjoyed dinner, clowns, family portraits, and a raffle. We haven’t done 
adoptions on the same day – instead we invite everyone who has or will adopt in 2011. The event went really well 
and many children went home with painted faces, a full belly, and families who love them. 
Thanks,  
Stephanie Hughes, M.Ed 
The Department of Social & Health Services 
Child Family Welfare Services & Adoption Supervisor 
 
  
 
 We had 2 adoptions scheduled and one cancelled at the last minute.  The press showed 
up per your release and I spoke with the one family who authorized an open court-
room.  The child received a teddy bear and the family received the certificate.  We 
started our own tradition a few years ago and have a Kodak camera/printer set up in 
the courtroom and when the proceeding has concluded I offer to take a group picture 
with the judicial officer and when the family is in the Clerk's Office doing the last bit of 
paperwork I print the picture and they leave with it. 
  
MRM 
 Michelle Moore 
Jefferson County Superior Court Administrator 
 
 
 Lorrie, Spokane did about 15 adoptions.  We had a celebration in our jury room with pictures taken of the adop-
tive families.  We also gave out teddy bears and everyone had cake, punch and other goodies.  The only down note 
was that we did not get any media coverage, but everyone that took part had a great time.  – Steve Grovdahl, Com-
missioner, Spokane County Superior Court 
 
  
 
 We had 9 children adopted into 7 families. One single mom adopted 3 siblings ‐‐
I had handled the dependencies of those children (and most of the others) and it 
was so wonderful that the siblings stayed together‐‐the adoptive mom has grown 
children, and is a special education teacher, which will be a gift to these 
children all of whom have special challenges. 
 
  



In Thurston County, a group of attorneys, social workers, CASAs and the court 
worked to put our celebration together. The food was donated by local busi‐
nesses (and also purchased with a donation from our local bar association). 
One of the CASA staff, Meg Cunningham, is a great photographer and she took 
family portraits of each new family as a gift to each of them.  She also is 
compiling a CD of "moments" from the celebration and took many great shots‐‐I 
asked her to send you some of her favorites for you to share. 
 ‐‐Judge Anne Hirsch, Thurston County Superior Court 
 
 
  
 We just completed another successful NAD event.  We adopted 17 youth to 16 families! 

We had standing room only as a 16 year old youth, that was adopted last year, spoke to 
the crowd briefly regarding how impactful National Adoption Day 2010 was in her life.  The 
Mukilteo Rotary Club and Fire District 1 provided balloons, coloring books, crayons, bike 
helmets and more to all the youth.  Additionally, we had cookies, drinks and clam chowder 
donated by private donors, Pepsi and Ivar’s. 

Please pass along our thanks to the Warm 106.9 Bear Patrol for the bears.  Again, 
thank you for all the work that you do to promote this event statewide.    

Jessica Gurley 
Community Services Supervisor 
Snohomish County Superior Court 
 
 
  
 Cowlitz County National Adoption Day on November 18, 2011 was a huge success!  Twenty-

one children were adopted into their forever families ranging in age from 1 to 17 ½ years of age.  We 
invited all families who had adoptions in 2011 to attend as well.  

County Commissioner James Misner arranged for our local Expo Center to donate space. 
Summerland Catering donated treats, wonderful pastries and cookies and beverages. Families for 
Kids donated balloons and gift bags for all the children. Andrea Berquist, a prior adoptive parent, do-
nated a huge adoption celebration cake through her business, The Cakery. The City of Longview 
passed a proclamation naming November 18th as National Adoption Day for Cowlitz County. Tables 
were decorated with drawing paper, crayons, arts and crafts and candy to keep children occupied. We 
also had stations set up with toddler toys and two Wii’s. We had planned for 75 to 100 people to show 
up and had over 150 people present! 

Judge Gary Bashor and County Commissioner Misner gave speeches about the significance 
of adoption. Macy Tennison, age 9, was our guest singer. She sang a song she wrote three years ago 
when she was adopted titled “We Are Family”.   

This year's celebration featured very special guest speakers...the children themselves. Each 
child had the opportunity to come to the stage, tell their names, ages and anything they wanted to say 
about being adopted on this special day. It was extraordinarily moving to hear the children's perspec-
tive about this exceptional day.  The 17 ½ adoptee stated “this is what I have dreamt about all my 
life…having a family…People ask me why I want to be adopted when I am almost 18 and I tell them 
because I want a family to go home to for Christmas every year…” A fifteen year old adoptee read a 
speech that she wrote about what adoption meant to her.   

Each adoptive parent received a rose handed to them by a child after the adoption took place. 
Overall we had a lot of smiles, laughter and happy families.  --  Dorene Hurd, Children’s Administration 
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