EVIDENCE OF COMPETITION - INFORMAL SOLICITATION
QLogic SANbox 5200 Switches
September 30, 2005
The Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) is soliciting quotes to purchase two (2) Hard QLogic SANbox 5200 switches with three years of standard 24x7 support.  The equipment must meet the requirements identified in Appendix A.
The equipment must be delivered within two weeks of order placement.  The AOC anticipates placing the order no later than Tuesday October 11, 2005.
AOC will evaluate the responses based upon price and reference checks.  AOC may factor into the evaluation technical specifications that exceed the required specifications.  The RESOLUTION OF COMPLAINTS AND PROTESTS procedures that are attached will be followed for this procurement.

The AOC reserves the right without penalty and at its sole discretion to:

a. Reject the apparently successful Vendor's response and contract proposal and select the next best qualified Vendor; or

b. Reissue this solicitation with any changes the AOC deems appropriate; or

c. Take no further action under this solicitation.

Please fill out the attached Response Form or a reasonable facsimile and return by mail, fax, hand delivery, or email to:


Christine Winslow

Administrative Office of the Courts

1206 Quince Street SE

PO Box 41170


Olympia, WA  98504-1170


(360) 705-5249

FAX:  (360) 586-8869


Email:  Christine.Winslow@courts.wa.gov

Your response must contain only the Vendor Response Form.  No other cover page (other than a fax cover page) or material should be returned.  All responses must be received by Friday, October 7, 2005, 12:00 PM (noon) pacific time.

If you have any questions about this informal solicitation, please contact the person referenced above.

Vendor Response Form

Vendor Information:

	Name:
	

	Street Address:
	

	City, State, Zip:
	

	Contact Name:
	

	Telephone No.:
	

	Fax No.:
	

	Email Address:
	


	REQUIRMENTS
	VENDOR’S PROPOSAL

	Equipment (need 2)

	$

	Installation and Support


	$   Included

	Additional Equipment Required?


	$

	Three years of Maintenance/Support

	$   Included

	Understand and Meet all the requirements in Appendix A 
	___ Yes      ___ No


RESOLUTION OF COMPLAINTS AND PROTESTS

NOTIFICATION TO UNSUCCESSFUL PROPOSERS

Firms whose proposals have not been selected for further negotiation or award will be notified via email at the email address given in the management proposal. 

DEBRIEFING OF UNSUCCESSFUL PROPOSERS

Firms which submitted a proposal that was not selected will be given the opportunity for a debriefing conference. The request for a debriefing conference must be received by the RFQ Coordinator within twenty-four hours after the notification of the successful firm is emailed to the Firm. The debriefing must be held within twenty-four hours of the request.

Discussion will be limited to a critique of the requesting Firm's proposal. Comparisons between proposals or evaluations of the other proposals will not be allowed. Debriefing conferences may be conducted in person or on the telephone and will be scheduled for a maximum of one hour. 

PROTEST PROCEDURE

This procedure is available to Firms who submitted a response to this solicitation document and who have participated in a debriefing conference. Upon completing the debriefing conference, the Firm is allowed twenty-four hours to file a protest of the acquisition with the RFQ Coordinator.

Firms protesting this procurement shall follow the procedures described herein. Protests that do not follow these procedures shall not be considered. This protest procedure constitutes the sole administrative remedy available to Firms under this procurement.

All protests must be in writing and signed by the protesting party or an authorized Agent. The protest must state the grounds for the protest with specific and complete statements of the action(s) being protested. A description of the relief or corrective action being requested should also be included. All protests shall be addressed to the RFQ Coordinator. 

Only protests stipulating an issue of fact concerning the following subjects shall be considered: 

· A matter of bias, discrimination or conflict of interest on the part of the evaluator; 

· Errors in computing the score; 

· Non-compliance with procedures described in the procurement document or AOC policy.

Upon receipt of a protest, a protest review will be held by the AOC. All available facts will be considered and a decision will be issued by the AOC Administrator or her delegate within five business days of receipt of the protest. If additional time is required, the protesting party will be notified of the delay.

In the event that a protest may affect the interest of another Firm which submitted a proposal, such Firm will be given an opportunity to submit its views and any relevant information on the protest to the RFQ Coordinator. 

The final determination of the protest shall:

· Find the protest lacking in merit and uphold the AOC's action; or 

· Find only technical or harmless errors in the AOC's acquisition process and determine the AOC to be in substantially compliance and reject the protest; or 

· Find merit in the protest and provide the AOC options which may include: 
- Correct the errors and re-evaluate all proposals, and/or 
- Reissue the solicitation document and begin a new process, or 
- Make other findings and determine other courses of action as appropriate.

If the AOC determines that the protest is without merit, the AOC will enter into a contract with the apparently successful contractor. If the protest is determined to have merit, one of the alternatives noted in the preceding paragraph will be taken.

APPENDIX A – Requirements

The proposed QLogic SANbox 5200 stackable switches must meet these requirements:
· 2 - QLogic SANbox 5200 stackable switch with 12 ports (SFP's not included).  Switch ONLY.  Expandable in 4 port increments up to 20 per box. Recommended for clustering applications.

· 24 - Small Form Pluggable Multi Mode (SFP) - 2 Gb/s


· 5 -HBA PCI-X 2-Port Fibre MM 2Gb QLogic QLA2342F, optical connections (for installation into servers)
· 10 -I/O Cable LC to LC conns., 2 gig cable, 5 meters

· 10 - I/O Cable LC to LC conns., 2 gig cable, 1 meters

· 8, 12 or 16 auto-detecting 2Gb/1Gb device ports

· (4-port 2Gb/1Gb and/or 10Gb field upgrade licenses available) 

· 4 10Gb ports for high-speed stacking links. 

· Stacking of up to 4 units for 64 available user ports 

· Non-Disruptive Code Load and Activation (NDCLA) 

· Single and dual hot-swap power supply configurations available. 

· Configuration, zoning and extended distance wizards to simplify switch installation and fabric scaling. 

· Interoperable with all FC-SW-2 compliant Fibre Channel switches 

· Full-fabric, public-loop or switch-to-switch connectivity on 2Gb/1Gb ports 

· Full-fabric or switch-to-switch connectivity on 10Gb ports 

· Auto-sensing, self-configuring ports 

· Fabric Tracker tool for fabric-wide snapshots and detection of configuration changes. 

· Non-blocking full-bandwidth architecture 

· I/O StreamGuard for RSCN suppression 

· "No-Wait" routing - guaranteed maximum performance independent of data traffic 

· Industry's lowest latency for maximum performance 

· SFP (small form pluggable) connectivity - 16 front ports in a 1U full-width rack form-factor 

· SANsurfer® Switch Manager open management system – designed for seamless operation with higher-level third-party management applications 

· In-band, out-of-band, Telnet and SNMP management access 

· ASIC-embedded memory - faster, more scalable and more reliable than shared memory
