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RESOLUTION of the BOARD FOR JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION 
of the State of Washington 

 
In Support of Language Access Services In Court 

 
 
WHEREAS, equal access to courts is fundamental to the American system of 
government under law; and 
 
WHEREAS, language barriers can create impediments to access to justice for 
individuals who are limited-English proficient; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is the policy of the State of Washington “to secure the rights, 
constitutional or otherwise, of persons who, because of a non-English-speaking cultural 
background, are unable to readily understand or communicate in the English language, 
and who consequently cannot be fully protected in legal proceedings unless qualified 
interpreters are available to assist them.” RCW 2.43.010 (Interpreters for non-English 
speaking persons); and  
 
WHEREAS, courts rely upon interpreters to be able to communicate with limited-English 
proficient litigants, witnesses and victims in all case types; and 
 
WHEREAS, the State has previously acknowledged a responsibility to share equally 
with local government in the costs incurred in paying for quality court interpreting 
services; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Board for Judicial Administration recognizes the benefit that interpreting 
services provide to limited English proficient litigants and to the fact-finder in the efficient 
and effective administration of justice; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board for Judicial Administration previously adopted a Resolution to, 
among other things, “remove impediments to access to the justice system, including 
physical and language barriers, rules and procedures, disparate treatment and other 
differences that may serve as barriers.” (Board for Judicial Administration, Civil Equal 
Justice); and 
 
WHEREAS, the provision of free and qualified interpreter services in all legal 
proceedings promotes the Principal Policy Objectives of the State Judicial Branch 
regarding fair and effective administration of justice in all civil and criminal cases, and 
accessibility to Washington courts;  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Board for Judicial Administration: 
  

1) Endorses the provision of interpreter services, at public expense, in all legal 
proceedings, both criminal and civil;  
 

2) Supports the elimination of language–related impediments to access to the 
justice system for limited English proficient litigants; and  

 
3) Encourages the State to fulfill its commitment to share equally in the 

responsibility to provide adequate and stable funding for court interpreting 
services.  

 
ADOPTED BY the Board for Judicial Administration on July 20, 2012. 
 


